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2 APozageto Guinee. 
thern latitude, and nintieth degree 
of Ay Eaft : to Cape Gonſal- 
vo in thefarſt degree of Southern 1a- 
titude and 29 and a half of Eaftern 
longitude,are at preſent fo little fre- 
-_ by the French (and all 

rom a open they have taken 
up F the Malignity of the air) that 
it-cannot (without great ſence and 
xluctancy)be confider'd how long, 
and how unhappily they have been 
deferred by them, and left as a prey 
toall orher:Nations, without re- 
ſerving {o much as the leaſt ſhare 
in the moſt .adyafitagious Com- 
merce they afford. 

I muſt conſeſs (having the heart 
and paſſions of a Frenchman) I 
cauld notobſerve without great re- 
gret, the *cunning, and agtifice, 
wherewith the Engliſh, the Hollan- 


der, and the 'Dax; haf} poſleft us of 
the pernitiquſneſs-of the air, and | 


the unwholſomasgls,of, the place, | = 
a and ks 
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and that with fo much ſubtilty, 


they had almoſt perſwaded us gut 
ofthe whole country, and to have 


- given up thoſe few places which 


are ſtill 1n our power : a praQiice of 
that Moment, and importance to 
them all, that from their traffique 
upon theſe coaſts alone(wgald they 
be ingenious and confeſs )they muſt 
acknowledg they derive their moſt 
conſiderable profit and advantage. 
And indeed what Frenchman is 
their in the world ſo ftupid and im- 
penitrable, that can behold ſeveral 
Bays along theſe coaſts, (by the in- 
habitants called Bays de Framce)and 


þ©@4# 4 +3 


thers) declaring at this daythe Ge 
nealogy of their founders, fo intire< 
ly abandon'd by his countrymen, 
that there is nothing remaining 
there now but their name, andan 
indcliable deſire in the natives,that 
they would conquer them again ; 

Az +» what 
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what Frenchman'I fay can conſi- 
Jer .this without remorſe, or xc- 
member it without being feed. 
True it is, in the time of the ci- 
wvil wars wherewith it picas'd God 
ro aſflia the Kingdome of Fraxce 
in thercign of Henry Te grand, our 
expulſioff in thoſe parts was com- 
leated, for having no leiſure to re- 
orce ſiich-garriſons as we had 
there from the time of LTewis the 
Eleventh, we were forc'd out of 
them all and conftrain'd to yeild 
poſleflion to the Portugais, who at 
that time like an inundation over- 
whelm'd all we had formerly gain- 
ed uponthe Golden (caſt , andtfor 
berter ſecurity of their conqueſts, 
built a Caſtle called $S?. George dela 
Mine, of which I ſhall give a more 
ample diſcription hereafter. | 
_ Yet, as an argument that ourin- 
tereſt was conſiderable there once, 
and that our magnificence was ſuit- 
x | able 
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- able 'to our intereſt : it is worthy 


obſervation, that at this very day 
the Dutch make uſe ofa fair Church 
built formerly by the French, ftill 
adorned with our Monuments and 
Arms, and the principal Batter 
they have towards the ſea, is fill 
by the Natives themſelves called /z 
batterie de France. : 
Upon theſe Coaſts we had once 
the poſleſiion of Akers, Carmentis, 
Cape-corſe and Takorai,at which laſt 
the Sweeds rais'd a new Fort ſince 
that, and upon the, ruines of ours, 
bat their late wars in Germany ,, 
(like our wars in . Fraxce) having 


_ caus'd it tobe negleRed, and been 


an occaſion of interrupting its ſup- 
plies, it is demolliſh'd- as well as 
ours,”.and hath nothing, leſt now 
but rubbiſh, to ſhew that ever it 
was there. | 
Beſides this, we have ſuffered the 
Hollander to incroach upon us in 
WY our 
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our days, and to poſleſs themſelves 
of our Plantation at Commenads, a 
Town ſome two leagues diftance 
from the Chaſfteau de /a Mine, but 
they were glad to attend the death 
of rwo Frenchmen who had lived 
there along time, built a fair houſe 
Cof which there, is nothing now 
fanding but the walls) and com- 
ported themſelves with that candor 
and integrity to the Natives, "that 
they gain'd the affeQions of them 
all, and have left ſuch a perfume 
and reputation of the French be- 
hind them, the Moores do glory in 
being call'd by that name, and will 


Killbeat theirdrums after the mode . 


of France. | | 
Three Months in' the year, the 
gire of ritis Country is dangerous, 
and no more, yet ſo little then,that 
with the leaſt providence and mo- 
_ deration one may preſerve himſelf 
as well as in France, and perhaps 
better, 
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better, becauſe we have ſeveral di> 
ſcales which are familiar in Zarope, 
that are utterly unknown in this 
Country. 

But the truth is, this is but pre- 
tence,and the collufien of theDarch 
to put that into our heads, that fee- 
ing our - commerce declining in 
thoſe-parts, they might not onely 
eradicate all our thoughts of reco- 
vering it again, but all our regret 
and concernment for the loſs of it, 
and they themſelves are rnd 
way with the commerce C__ 
Kingdoms, which is ſo prodigioul- 
ly rich, ] ſhall only touch-ypon ir 
in tranſitu, and-not tell what I ſaw 
my ſelf leaft it ſhould ſeem to be 
incredible: 

Only this T ſhall bebold to offer 


% 
WM 


to the confideration of the world. 


whether it is probable the Hollan- 
ders (whoare a people fo ardently 
deyoted totheir intercft and advan- 
A 4 tage, 
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barous, or inhoſpitable, they will 
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tage, that there.is ſcarce atiy body 
but knows:it) would upon occaſion 
of ſurprifing-the: Fore at Cormentin 
upon the Golden Coaſt which was 
formerly theirs;have ventyred upon 
the laſt war with Exglard, had nor 
their-profits upon-thoſe coaſts been 
more then ordinarily conſiderable, 

And indced -{o ſweet was their 
tradethere;and of that conſequence 
and importante they would never 
have enduredeither Eng/iſþ or Dane 
amongſt them, had not the Natives 
compelled them. | 

The inftancel ſhall give in the 
ill uſage we receiv'd from the Heer 
walkenboure their General at the 
Mine; at a time too when we were 
in ſo tric alliance with:them, that 
we had cſpous'd their quarrel, and 
made their Enemies our own, will 
I doubt not be ſufficient to demon- 
ftrate, that there is nothing ſo Bar- 


not 
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not a& for their pfofit, and' to ex- 
clude the world from the notion of 
a Trade that would alone maintain 
the Grandeur of their State, were” 
they abſolute Maſters of theſe 
c oafts without any competitors. 

That the Genius and Humour of” 
the Mores is more ſuſceptible of the 
French, then any other Nation, is 
manifeſt by the defignsallForreign- 
ers have lay'd to keep us from 
thence:they know very well ſhoult 
our commerce be readmitted,theirs: 
would be loſt irrecoyerably,and we: 

ſhould ingroſsthe vaſt quantities of 

* Trory and Gold-fand, which comes 
yearly from thence : befides the be- 

| nefit of the Nigroes which are tran- 
fported for Slaves into Americe ; 
and contribute: exceedingly. to the 
profit of thoſe plantations. 

Nor ought any difficulty in the 
Voyage, be able todiſcourage us, 
ſceing when once arrived atthie Ca- 

| A 5 - «nan, 
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aries, the wind ſerves always ve- 


ry well, no tempeſts, no ſtorms, and. 


ankorage is every where ſo godd, 
that an ankor of nine or ten inches, 
will hold a Veſfl of qoo Tun. 


- Alonfienr Daliez Seigneur Martet 


being imployecd into theſe parts b 
the rs Company = _ 
and fſctting out from Amſterdem in 
a new Ship of four red Tun , 
(called the Eurepe) took me along, 
with him in the quality of his con- 
trouler for that Voyage. 


On St. Mathews Eve,in the year ' 


one thouſand fix hundred fixty fix, » | 


T departed from Pars in order to 
1mployment, and arrived at Braffels 
the Saturday after, the oext night 
paſſing to.4»rwerp,and from thence 
tO Roterdary, I came fafcly to udm- 
ferdam on the 13th of September 
Where having ſpent ſome weeks 
with che reſt of ourOtficers in fait 
30g our Ship, I departed with the 
Heer 
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Heer Y amteſck, the Heer Willenobourg 
(our Captain, ) the Hter Fauder- 
berg, and Moznfienr Mathews (our 
Secretary) for the Texet. 

The next morning we went a= 
board, and on the x3 of November 
with s fair wind we ſet fail, fteer- 
ing our courſe ſouth ſouth weſt;ws 
gave. the Fore of the: Texe/ three: 
guns, und then: put out the. colours: 


of Offend to prevent ms Kopt ,. 
there deienIrn enemies rs 4 
__ for any Hollawder to ſerveany 

rreigner in thoſe parts upon-pain- 
of death, let the pretence-be what: 


.i would. * 


Having diſmift our: Pilot which 
conducted usto ſeaz by.degrees,and 
the opportunity of a miſt we paſt 
thorough the. Channel, and (eſcap- 
ing the. Engliſh of whom we had 

reat apprehenſion) we came up at 
bas th te certain Iſlands about ſome 
20 league diſtance from-the River 
of Lisboy.. | In: 


tome amongſt the Hollanders (and) 
py obſerved-) to. baptize 


' ſuch oftheir ſeamen and paflengers' 


as have never paſt the:Tropique. or 


Line before,-and if the Veſlel have; 


never made that Voyage before (as 
ours,had never done) by the fame 
cuftome- the Captain isto obliged: 
© eo give the 'Seamen-foine -certain 
bottles of Brandy to:be merry, and. 
drink; his health with -all, other- 
wiſe he forfeits. " 7. 

| weather being fair, and we 
yery much beholding to the benig- 


nity of the ſun,all things were pre- _ 


pared, the Bell rung,') and the Sea- 
men immediately upon the Deck, 
and having ſlacknedour Sails,they 
began the ceremony of Baptifm as 
follows. | ; 
Thoſe ofthe Seamen who: had 
made this Voyage before, ſeiſed-up- 


on the other, and tying Tn 
Jes bes 


175 APoyage toGuinee. ”- 
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behind them, they took them one 
by onc,and having-faftned a Rope 
under their armpits,they. puld them 
yp. to.the.yard of the main maſt, 
from/thenge ſoucing them into the 
water, andithen drawing them out 
again) three or four times, ſomtimes 
they dacked them for the King of 
Frazce, and ſomtimes for the States -7 
General,and at laſt for the Officers:=. - 
of the Ship, and their wives if they, ">: 
had any, : after. which they gave 2 
them a glaſs of _Sack,-or adiſhof _}: 
Brandy, and all, were-good friends. +: 
The boys in the Ship wereffript 
ro their ſhirts, and put under a bas- 
| ket, and had ſeven or eight buckets 
of water poured over their heads. 
Nor were the Officers exempt, 
for aſter tÞ#:--preſeats of drink to 
th;$camen, they were contented 
:>Nand till till they-threw ſome 
 lictle waterwpea their heads out of 
a glaſs or pot, which concluded the 
cercmony. T his 


- In this place it ſeems itis a cv. 
Rome amongſt the Hollanders (and) 


poekngny obſerved: to. baptize 


' ſuch oftheir ſeamen and paflengers' 


a5 have never paſt the:Tropique. or 


Line before, and if the Veſſel have 


never made that Voyage before (as 
ours, had neyer done) 'by the fame: 
euftome- the Captain is:to obliged 
© eo give the -Seamen-foine (certain 
bottles of Brandy: to:be merry, and. 
drink his health with -all, other- 
wiſe he forfeits. "1 

| weather being flair, and we 
yery much beholding to the benig- 


nity of the ſun,all things were pre- 


parcd, the Bell rung,' and the Sea- 
men immediately 'upon the Deck, 
and having ſlacknedour Sails,they 
began the ceremony of Baptiſm as 

follows. ; 
Thoſe of the Seamen who: had 
made this Voyage before, feiled-up- 
on the other, and tying their _ 
| \"be- 
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behind them, they took them one 
by one,and having-faftned a Rope 
uader their armpits,they. puld them 
yp. to.the.y I the main maſt, 
from:thenge ſoucing them into the 
water, andithen drawing them out 
again three or four times, ſomtimes 
they ducked them for the :King of 
Frazce, and ſomtimes for the States 


% . 


them. a glaſs of _Sack,-or a diſh of 
Brandy, and all were-good friends. 

The boys in the Ship wereffript 
ro their ſhirts, and put under a bas- 


| ket, and had ſeven or eight buckets 


of water poured over their heads. 
Nor were the Officers exempt, 
for aſter their preſeats of drink to. 
the Seamen, they were contented 
to ſtand ſtill till they-threw ſome 


| lictle water upon.their heads out of 
'\,a glaſs or pot, which concluded the 
| cercmony. This 


General,and at laſt for the Officers: =. 
of the Ship, and their wives if they, "3 
had any, : after-. which they gave. * 
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This Chriſtning being over, we 
ſet ſail again, and by the error of 
our Pilots, we paſt by the Maderas, 
where we intended to have put in. 

Ar length we diſcovered a high 
foreland, and advahced within 4. 
leagues of it to diſcover what. ir 
was, after five hours coaſting we 
found by our ſounding (the water 
being forty fathom)and the redneſs 
of the ſand, that it was not the Iſle 
of Palma (as we imagined) but that 
we were got as far as the Gulf de 
ſainte Croix neer the Cape Geer up- 
on the coaſts of Horoque. 

Having paſt the Canaries and* 
the Cape de Bajador, we patt the: 
Tropick of Caxcer on the 10 of De- 
cember, and on the xz having paſt 
the Cape Blanc, we came into 18: 
degtces of latitude, and by the be- 
nefit of a fouth caſt wind'we run a- 
long by the ſhore till we cameto- 
the 16 degrees, at which time we: 
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began to deſcry the coaſts of 4frick 
wen to obſerve them ſandy and 
OW. | 

' The 14 at fun-rifing. we found 
our ſelves at the mouth of the river 
of Sezegal, about I 5 degrees, ivhere 
the wind falling, we endured a 
calm, ſo as that day nor the night 
following, we made no progreſs at 


On the 1 5th wediſcover'd Cap- 
Yerd,which at a diſtance reſembled 


 twoBreſfts,but in reſpeR it was en- 


vironed with Rocks, and not ap- 

rozehable without danger, we 
Reer'd to the Nonh-Wed., and on 
the1t6, we doubled the Cap in our 

aſſage' to Rio-Freſco, a Town upon. 
the coaſts of Africh,about 6 leagues 
from the Mp; a place where they 
uſually- take in freſh water, and 


fomtimes trade,but with little ſecu- 


tity, the Fore and Iſland of Grure 
(which belongs to the Hollander) 
being too near. >» 


"16 APogageto Gilinee. 
CAP-FERD. 


O called from a pu tual ver- 
dure which embelliſhes it, is. 
one of the pleaſanteſtrand moſt a> 
grecable,places in-the world. It 15a 
Promontory which: throws. it ſelf" 
a long way from Eaſt ro Weſt into 
the Sca ; the North part of it is 
Mountanous, 'and covered always 
with..green Trees , its point to- 
wards the Eaſt, is about s Mile 
over:. it is a Rock very fteep- and 
ſharp towards the Sea, which with 
great gentleneſs bathes and waſhes 
the fect of it, after it has been bro» 
ken, and diſcuſt-by ſeveral ſmaller; 

and conceal'd rocks that incom 
it, and ſcem- to be. plaſd,there by 
nature, on no other purpoſe but to 
oppole, ricmigires .(in; the behalf 
of To delice » ples) againd the 
ag ' + fury 


—— x " .” * 


A Voyagecto Guns. 17 
fury 'of ſo-iffipetuous.an Element; 
Thez pointsadyancing likemoun- 
tains, and making as it werea ver- 
dart terras orrampart watkbetwixt 
them, yeilds a moſt incomparable 
perſpeir thorouglk the trees on 
the -Eaft-fide, and is no leſs beauti- 
ful.on the South, though the coun- 
try lies lows by teaſon-of the Trees 
which one would think were plan- 


ted by a line, "if he confiders with. F 


Whit cxaRneſs and regylarity they 
grow. (0 04e x os 4 b_ p 2s oh 
- -»But the ſame wind which (being 


- gentle) had indulg'd our cufiofity, 


and: piven us a grateful and com- 
pleat proſpe& of this Cape, remo- 


ved us almoſt infenfibly ,, and 


brought us to Gopre. 


- Gale: is a little IfNland about a 


Leapue in circumference, and three 


- -Leagues diſtant from Gap-Yerd, tis 


ſeparated from the Terr afitme by a. 


little armof*the Sea, about half a 


League 
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League over. At preſent it belongs 
to the Hollander,who on a mountain 
on the weſt-fide has built a Fort,on 
the Eaft it is low, has a good Port 
on the South, and good Ankorage. 
We fſalut&d the Fort with ve 
pieces of Canon, and received as 
many from them; we gave them 3. 
more by way of thanks, and that 
they might not ſeem to be behind 
us 18 civility, they return'd us enc 
more,and ſet up theDw#chStandard. 
A while after the Governor ſent 


out his Boat to inquire what we 


were, and what news; he that.cont- 
manded it ſpake very good French, 
and it fell to my ſhare to entertain 
hime. good while. Our diſcourſe 
was about Cap-YVera, and Ze-Segnal, 
which he cry'd up to me as the 


_ moſt pleaſant part of the-world,and 


the beſt for trade, and told me, that 


.at long run the French would car 


it from every body. 
| For 
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divert themſelves there, that there 
was plenty of game, as Partridge, 
Hares, Harts, Roe-Bucks, and ſe- 
veral other Animals, very good 
meat, though utterly unknown.in 
Enr ope, T hat the Moors were not to 
be fear'd, and that there was ex- 
cellent faſhing. | 
After Dinner he return'd to the 

Fort, defiring us to go on to Gambey 
where the Enghſb had a ſmall Fort 
with eight pieces of Canon plant- 
ed, and the Government worth 
2000 /. per ann. » 

 Rio-Freſca, is'a Town in Africh, 
near which, we came to Anchor ins 
the Bay de France,which is firm and 
»ravelly at the bottome, and is fix 
Fathoms deep at low water. 

After Dinner our Secretary wag 

ſent on'Shore to carry the Alcair, or 


Governor, hisPreſcats (which wers 
Knives 


yg 
© For Cap-Yerd, that they whch 
- loved huyting, might abundantly 


Knives, and Brandy) aud to take a 
- view of what Commoditics they 
| had thergand to procurefreſh meat. 
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Athis return,he told us the Alcair 
had receiv'd him very civilly'in his 
own houſe, which is built in the 
midftofſeveral ottfers,that he made 
him fit down by him _ a very 
neat Mat, and regal'd him with 


ſuchWine and Fruits as the Coun- 


i os afford... 
That as to Commodities,the coaſt 
was at preſent unfurniſh'd,but if we 
would have patiencefor a fortnight, 
he wo uld give notice to the, Mar- 
chants'of the Country; who would 
doubtleſs ſupply us, eſpecially ſe- 
veral Portmgals which they then had 
amongft them: and as to freſh Vic- 
tuals he would furniſh us next day. 
Whilſt our Notary was a ſhore, 
ere came a {ance aboard us from 
the A/cair,but ſo mann'd,as ſurpri- 
zed me very much : they were ex- 
< ceeding- 
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4 cecdingly black, their Mine not _* 
bs much better than onr Beggars in 

'M France, and naked as they were 

e |  born,excepta little linnen before. , 
a They dgmanded what we'were; 

y we told them French: they ask'd if 


4 we were come to ſtay,or had put in 
only for Provifions;; we teply'd for 
Provifions, but we would return to 
op continue; to which'they anſwer'd 
Box, Bon:the French are more wortH 


© | thanallthereſt ofthe World. 

* - There came ſeyeral other Canoes 

4 to us with preat quantity of fiſh, 
which they barter'dfor knives and: 


exceedingly. < | 
. That nightweſtaod toour arms; 
apprehending ſome attempt from 
Goure to ſurpriſe us. The next mar-" 
ning, the A/cair. himſelf, called 44- 
donſeth,came aboard us in our Shal- 
lop, accompany'd -with his Ofi- 
ccrs,and the principal of theTown. 
pre 4s . He 


1 ftrong waters, which 'they fancy 


+ ® 
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He was a perſon of about 35.or 40. 


years. of#age, well proportion'd, 
and underſtood his intereft well c- 
nough. He was ina long white Robe 
made of Cotton, which came no 
lower than his knees, the ſleeves 
long and wide like a Surplice, only 
ather'd cloſe at the. hands, about 
Fis neck great quantity of locks of | 
Red Wool, with a Callzcor of the 
fame; he had a Cap upon his head 
not much unlike the Capuches worn 
in Hungaria. The Officers had all 
ofthem old Mantles of ftript Cot- 
ton about them, partly white, and 
part blew, not unlike our Gipfics. 
" We made them fit-and dine with 
8s, after which they defir'd the Of- 
ficers of the Veſlel that they would 
return thither and continue,which 
we promiſing, they enter'd into a 
Contra& of allyance, which was 
fign'd and ſcal'd on both fides. 
We ask'd them where their King 


was; 
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was; they FP y'd three days jour- 
ney up into the Countrey: That he 
was call'd Damel Biram, and his 
kingdom Caillor, that he loved the 
French beſt, as being more frank, 
and liberal. , and leſs addicted 
to their intereſt and profit. * 

It's a wonder to {ee theſe people, 
they can neither write norread,and 
I yet all of them ſpoke Portugais; but 
| the Alcair, French, Engliſh, and 

Dutch, as: perietly as thoſe that 

were born there:. about Noon he 

took his leave of us, and we $11'd 
him a great Gourd with ftrong wa- 
ter, which he had brought full of 

Palm Wine, which-is the beſt in 

their Countrey ; I went on ſhore 

with him, and interrogating-him a» 

bout thoſe following things for (e- 

yeral hours, he inform'd me, that 
3 . Ro-Freſca is a Town of about 
7 200 houſes, that it hath a Conve- 
7 nient Harbour on the Weſt-iide of 
- its 
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Fj} it, and capable of a ſhallop':: That | 


layed a croſs. That there were not | 


_ 


the houſes are but fmall, and ac- * 
cording to my computation, like | 
our thatched houſes in — | 
built only with mud 'and fticks | 


above zoo men in the Town, 'be- 
tides women and children.” 

. The Eaſt-fide is covered with a 
Wood, thorow which | paſt four 
or hve hundred paces, and diſco- 
vered larpetelds beyond it, which 
my eye could not compaſs. © This 
Wood confiſts'of Palm-trees, and 
other very lofty Trees, which it 
Ewurope are unknown. = | 

The aire (though'the place be 
fourteer” degrees on this fide the 
Line) is as good and as warm,as any 
on theſe coaſts; ſor which reaſon 
both women and men,go naked;on- 
Iy a litcle Tinn8#n before, to” cover | 
their pudibunda,which the men doe ; 
not (cruple toJaave off when they $4 
g0to Sea. = IH 


7 ſtrate more at large in 


225 the Guilthead, the Shadfiſh, the 
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Their Religionis ſo various ,and }. 


, 7 intermixt, that beſides the Por:ugal 
1 Catholicks,which are there in great 
numbers, they haveother c:rcumct- 
8 zed Catholicks,that come near to the 


Tews, as allo Mehumetans and 14o- 
laters. Theſe latter have little baggs 


| of leather which' they wear con- 


Rantly. about- their necks, and call 


* them Fetiches, which is as much as 


to ſay their Gods,(asT ſhall demon- 


my' Chapter 
of the Superſtition of hf which 
inhabit the Golden Coaft) in which 


likwiſe they have ſo great confi- 
dence, they beleive that- unleſs ir 
be the: Whites, there is no body 
can doe them any harm. 
They cat very little fleſb, though 
they have Oxen, Cows, Sheep, 
oats, Kids, Hens, Pidgeons, a kind 


Sf Pheſants, and ſmall Birdsin;/p- 
, Sundance; Their chief djet is Filth. 


Pilche 


= — 
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the moſt part yery common, count-,: 


Pilcher, which.they take day and * 
night in great numbers,belides ma- * 
ny other unknown among us. Their. | 
tiſhing is in little Capves, cut out of 
the Trunk of a Tree, and made 
hollow, with a ſtick, (inſtead of a 
Maſt) ſetup in the middle when 
the wind is down, but - otherwiſe * 
when itis high,they ſtand reght up, | 
gnd row With a kind of oares, fome 
four or five foot long, and as broad: 
at the end as a good large plate. 
| The pe this place are very ? 
perſonable and well, not many of # 
them Camons, and from hence it is ' 
they have the beſt ſlaves. in! 4frich, 2 
Thefvomen and daughters: arg far! 7 * 
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ingand ſolligitingof Strangers by 2 
that time they are-fourteen. yes 
old, and that in: the mid&of the' ? 
ſtreets, fo greats kindne(s and4n-: : 
clinationthey have for there. |... 
The men have as many wives as: 
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a- 7 they can keep, will proftitute them 
ir. 3 for a ſmall matter, and ſomtimes 
of | offer them for nothing. They have 
de © their haire tied up upon their heads 
{a } (which are always uncovered) to 
en } which they faſten certain little pie- 
iſs | ces of wood, and think them great 
p, 4 preſervatives againft the heat" of 
ne 7 the Sun. All of them both men and 
a4.) women ſpeak a kind of corrupt Por- 
b Fugais. | 
ry. 1 The commodities this, Country 
; affords, are Skins Gums, Feathers, 
. is 2 Iyory, Indigo, Civer, and great 
| ' _ of a kind of Cotten:cloth, 
7 ſtript with white and with blew, 
#*-.) Which is immediatly put off again, 
by 4 at the Golden Coaſt. ah 
rs. Though they are naturally great 
he: lyars, and not to be belcived, yet 
1. | 1t 15 certain the Merry gave adver- 
tiſement to the Inhabitants up the 
-as. Country as he promiſed us, but we 
iy thought it not fir to truſt him 
; Bz ac- 
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according to the advice of another 
Veſlell of Amſterdam, which made 
advantage thereby. - 

We bought that day ſome Hens, 
Pullets, and Kids, and delayed 
our time {o long on ſhore, our 
cameradcs were forced to give us a 


fignal, by diſcharging a great Gun, 


that we ſhould come back, as ap- 


png ſome miſchief might 


efall us from the Hollander. 

That night we ſet fayle for the 
Sterra- Leanne,or Mountain of Lyons, 
neither thinking it convenient to 
make up the other Rivers, or to 
paſs direaly to Gambay, . And on 
the fix-and twentieth of December 


we cameto an anchor within three 


leagues, 
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The Coafts of MALEGET A,- 
with the Kingdom of 
Sterra-Leone.- 


He next day by. the benefit of 
the Tyde, we-came to an an-" 
chor in the River of Szerra-Leone ; 
aboot noon the A/ores came aboard 
us to condu&- us iuto the Bay de 
France,which is the:4th from Cap-- 
Ledo at the mouth of the River. 
At fix fathom deep,low water,we 
eame to an anchor within muſquet 
ſhotof the fountain, where we took 
in freſh water, and haying landed, 
we went that night to fupper upon 
the-banks of it, where we killed a © 
Goat which came thither to drink, 
and found the water more pleaſant 
and delicious ( in refpe&t of our 
thirſt) then the beſt of our Wines. 
We put out the colours of Often, 
and not'of France, becauſe there 
B 3 Was 
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thoſe Ifles a lon 
had a faire houſe 
of Canon, and wa$ beſides well 
beloved and proteRcd by the Kings 
of that Country. 


The next day we ſent two. of our. 


Officers up. the River, about ten 
leagues, to wait upon the King of 
Zoure, with our uſual preſcnts, and 
to deſire permiſſion to-trade,and to 
{urniſh our ſelves with freſh water, 
& wood;and in the mean time our 
people fell to work to cut down 
wood,and carry water,the Notary, 
my ſelf, 8 one of my ſervants,going 
along with-them.as a. guard. Du- 
ring our abſence there came aboard 
our {hip five or fix Caves, inone 
of which there was one Fon Thos 
2145 ( Captain of one of the Ifles in 
that River) who brought fome 


vantity of Ivory along with him. 


he Captain (who was the onl 
Fol 


was an Engliſhmawliving in one of * 
time, where he | 
d four pieces * 
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} Offer aboard) received him very 


civilly, ſaluted him at his entrance 
with a volley of great {hot,. and re- 
aled him as much as was- poſliblc;' 
bur he bought none of his Ivory be- 
ing too dear, which gaveſo muclt 
diſlatisſation toMounſicur Thomas, 
he went away in a huff about five a 
clock, and landed with r5 or 16 
eMores in his company, near the 
bank of the .Fountain I have ſpoke 
of before. The Clerk and my ſelf 
were returning in our great ſhallop 
laden with balaſt, and advanced as 
much as the tide (which was then 
coming in) would gire us leave, in 
fo much that our ſhallop was afloat: 
which being obſerved by the Cap- 
rain and his Acres, they put thent- 
ſelves into their Canoes again, and 
made with all ſpeed to our men, 
who were cutting down wood upon 
the banks of the Bay. Ar the ſame 
time they gave vsT tignal from the 
B 4 Ship 
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Ship by furling our colours, which ? 
made us double our ſpeed,in appre- | 
henfion there might have been 
ſome mutiny or ſedition aboard;but 
when we arrived, we found it was | 
only to give notice of the deſign of | 
the XMores, who were ſeen making | 
ro our men with' their weapons in | 
their hands, but the man leit be.. | 
hind me, having his muſquet with } 
him, ſtopt their proceedings, and } 
the reſt defended themſelves ſo well * 


with their Axes, that there was ©; 


none wounded or kil'd of the whole * 
company, —_—— antient man re- | 
ceived a ſcratch in one of his arms. * 
We ſaild immediately towards 
them, but as ſoon as we came with- | 
in muſquet ſhot, and they percei- 
ved our Guns in our hands, they | 
run ſtrait into the woods, where 
they lay cloſe all day long, but at 
night we could hear them making 
oreat noiſe about the fountain a- 
foreſaid. 6 The 
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3 Thenextday being the, 29 De- 
* ®cember, the Clerk,the Pilots Mate, 
1 3 ſeveral ſervants, and about zo of 
© Four Seamen, went.a ſhore in our 
? {ſhallop for freſh water and wood. 
f J Artheir landing the cMores aban- 

> {doned the. fountain, and betook 
|. 3 themſelves to the Woods, where 
” {they made a great noiſe likewiſe, 
* 3 bur without. any attempt, for our 

| {men having run towards them,and - 
| ? fired 5 or 6 muſquets at a venture 

' Zinto the woods, they took their 
' Zheels,and from that time we heard : 
' no more of Monnſieur Thomzs, nor : 

1 any of his crew. "TE 

3 Afﬀter dinner our Embaſſadors - 
# returned from the King of Boure's 
7 Court, having ſtayed there with : 
Z his moſt Auguſt Majeſty but onz 
night : but they brooght moſt of 
1 the Cazoes thereabout along with 
; them, laden with Ivory, which 
; was bought off indifferent cheap. 

% Thenextday the King of Boxre's 
"*J B 5 Bro- 


a; 
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a volley from the greatGuns. 


Fhe Brother ot the King of $:- ? 
'erra-Leone is a perſon of about fifty ' 
or threeſcore years of age, and be- # 
fins now to grow gray : his ftature Þ 
is but indifferent, but grave,and in- 3 
tcliigent enough in his aftairs. His 3 
habit was not much unlike that of } 
the Alcair of Rio-Freſca, unleſs it ? 
be that the Aair's habit was of : 


white cloth, and this of- cloth 


Brother | came aboard us, and } 
brought with him a Portugais | 
(which we had feen before, and is * 
imployed in the affaires of* that 
Prince) we knowit was ſome per--Þ 
ſon of quality as ſoon as we diſ- 
cerned his Cazor, which we di- 3 
Ringuiſhed by the ſound of his 7 
Trumpets, and immediately ſent | 
out our boat to receive him, into-? 
which he entred with his T'rum- | 
pet and Drum, aud at his coming # 
aboard our Ship, was ſaluted with Þ 


es | 
15 | 
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frip'd with black and blew, he 
had a gray hat upon his head, a ' 


| ſick like a muſquetreſ in his hand, 


2 his Attendants' had all of them 
'# Robes of Cottorr cloth, only the 
# Portugal was dreſt ala Portugaiſe, 


W hileft we were treating him, 


2 we gave him an accompt of the ſto. 
2 ry of Fohn Themas, to which he an- 

2 ſwered that he was a mutineer and 
* a rebel, and that in caſe wee ſhouill : 
3 catch him, we ſhould not only have 
# bis pardon,but thanks. 


After he had dined, he pulled 


3 out about twenty littl&ſones, out 

2 of alittle purſe, which he threw 
-- * upon the Table, demanding fo 
CY many Barres (as they call them) in 
- 3 diſcharge of their Kings duties, as 
2 well for the buſineſs they had nego- 
1 2 tiated with him; asfor their freſh - 
water and wood. Though theſe. 


people can neither read nor write, 
yet they make uſe of this way 
| of 
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of gathering their Rights, and the | 
frequency of their Commerce with F 
the Portngals, has brought them to 2 * 
talk altogether by Barres, which is # 
= word they do moſt ordinarily 
uſe. 

According to their demand, the * 
20 Barres were payed him, that is # 
to ſay, in Iron 12 Barres a little ? 
Ba rrel of Strong-waters at 4 Barrs, * 
a Kettle at 2 Barres, a Hat at 2% 
Barres, and ſo on: He was himſelf? 
upon his own ſcore preſented with 
2 Bottles of Brandy, and his Reti- ; 
nu2 with Knives: at the cloſe of 
the evening he returned, well tuft 
and well ſatisfied, as the greateſt 3 
part of his Attendants were allo ;| 
at his departure he had ſeveral 
Guns given him, and was diſmiſt ? 
with all poſſible civility. He. is in; 

reat reſpe& among the people, his 2 
b rumpet and Drum are always / 
carrycd along with-him, even "wn F 


| - 
ro 
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hc goes about his moſt natural af- 
fairs. During theſe "three days, we 
' had ſeveral Portugals came aboard 
us with their Commodities, of 
whom | endeavoured what I could 


to inform my ſelfof the manners of 
that Country. | 


The Deſcription of Sierra-Leone, op 
the Mountain of the Lyons. 


He Countrey of Sierra- Leone, 

is called Boulombel by the 
Mores, which in their language is 
as much as the large Countrey. In 
reſpe& of the extraordinary height 
of the Mountaines towards the 
South, which are much, higher 
then either the Pyrenean or dps, 
and the multitude. of Lyons which 
are conſtantly to be ſeen there, it 
was called Sierre Leone by the Por- 
twugals, which in our Language 
amounts to no more then the 
=_ 3 Mountain 
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Mountain of Lyons : Their Coun- 
trey begins a great way up in the 
land Eatward, and ends- North- 
weſt with the (ap-Ledo, which 
throws it (elf into the Sea : from 
the point of that (ape, as on paſles 
up the River, there are- ſeveral 
Bayes, the-fourth of which is the 
Bay de France, either becauſe the 
French were formerly poſleſſed of 
this Coaſt, or that they burn'd a 


Town there heretofore; and this is - 


the only Bay in that River where 
they can take in freſh water. 

I had one-day the- curioſity to 
trace one of the three Fountaines 
which are there; and having fol- 
lowed:ita leagueto the foot of the 
Mountaines, obſerving the tracks 
and-Print of the wild beafts, which 
are very ſtrange, and dreadful, I 
returned as I went, and have been 
ſince informed by one of the Prr- 
tugals, that itriles in the midſt of 
= al 
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the woods, which are above 15 
leagues over, and that if I had 
purſued my defign, and traccd ir 
to its ſpring, I muſt never have ex- 
pected to come back, as wcll fcr 
the vaſt number of Lyons,- as f.c 
the Tygars, Elephants, and: Cro- 
codiles which are there, and would 
probably have devoured me. 

Theſe Mountains are covered 
with Trees very full of Gumme, 
always green, and for the moit 
part not unlike our Laurel, 

The Northen parts of this $jerra- 
Leonelye very low, and are in the 
poſſeſſion of,the King of Zoulom, as 
the Southern parts are ofthe King 
of Beure. 

The Kingdom of Bontomz is not 0+ 
verwell known,ctther tothe French 
or Hollander, their affections being 
principally inclin'd'to the Exgliſh 
and Portugals, of which laft, there 
are fcveral that inhabit there. 
i The 
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The River which bears the 
name of Sierra-Leoxe likewile, runs 
agreat way Eaſtward up into the 
Countrey, is about 3 leagues over 


at the mouth ; and one about 14 . 


or I5 leagues higher. The Harbour 
is not above two fathoms. deep, in- 
ſomuch that. inentring into-4t, we 


were fain to come as. neer the' 


Mountains as we could, - where we 
found 10, 12, and 16 fathoms wa- 
ter. It has ſeveral little Iſlands in 
its channel, the-moſt of them in- 
habited, and covered with green 
Trees, eſpecially Palm-trees , of 
which they make great quantities 
of Wine; It is very full of Fiſh,and 


breeds Crocodiles near the head of . | 


its Fountain. }. : 

The borders of theſe Illands are 
ſet with certain Trees whoſe bran- 
ches do never extend themſelves 
further out one then another, but 
the ſhutes or fiences growing 
2 "3 gown- 
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* downwards, as ſoon as they touch 

| the water or the carth, they take 

 # new root, and by that means make 

- #| a Hedge fometimes of 10 or 12 

; | yards broad. | 

*  Thelnhabitants of this Coun- 
7 trey are very well made, I obſerv'd 

, | very few of them Camous'd, the 

- | men much more-civilthan at Cap- 

, | Yerd, they are always clothed, aud 

* for the moſt part more modeſt. 

2 TInthe Town of Foxrethere can- 

Z not be above Zoo houſes, accord- 
> ing to the eſtimation of ſome of 
our men who were there, and told 
me among other things, that the 

# Pallace of their King 1s built like- 

wile in the middle of the Town, 

3 and would not make a good refi- 

2 dence for a Juſtice of Peace. 

* Their Women are generally 
! common, every man has as many 
: of themas he pleaſeth, and pro-_ 

> Ritutes them to Strangers, as he 

thinks 
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thinks good, except only the firſt, | th 


whlch arc kept with great jealou- 


ſy, and circumſpeRion all along Þ :: 
theſe Coaſts, ſo as properly the o- | 


ther are nothing but Concubines. 


According to the —_ | 


of every body I' ſpake wi 


, there | 


may be-in Bowre about 4 or 500 F, 
men, befides women and children: 3 ** 
Their King is a Roman Catholick ? 
his name Philippes, and has a (aps- ? 
chin and aFeſuit inhis Court. \ 

In an Iſland called Saint Andrew, © 


I entred into one of their houſes, 3 


andfound itbuilt of ſticks and dirt, | 


on one fide a little window cove- | 
red witli leaves, a hole for the dorc, | 


and a ſmall fire in the middle ;; | 
theylye upon matts, made of great | 
ruſhes, which they place in a! 


corner,” and have their Arms by ; 


their fides, which for the moſt I: 
part are \{words,daggers,darts,bows © 

and arrows, thc head of which ; 
% 


they 
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$ they impoiſon with fruit of a cer- 
tain tree, whoſe poiſdn is ſo-incon- 


"  cciveably ſubtil and q nick, it runs 
x. | rmenicely 3 into the blood, and af- 
| "(feats it fo ſuddenly, it is no. caſy 
n I matter either to prevent or cure it: 
-« | Which fruit is long like a rad- 


g diſh, and green. Some of them 

A have.their Guns, which they all 
* of themare fond of, and douſe-with 
Zgrcat dexterity. | 
* Their Religion alſo is various, 
 Zthe.great Commerce the Portugals 
*have in this place, and the great 
numbers that inhabit there.already 
Zhave converted many of them, the 
reſt being Mahumetans, and 1dv- 
*ators. They pay a IeVErence &Xx- 
Ztraordinary to certain extravigant 
Sfigures, which they call Fetiches, 
ZE worlhip them as Gods, pray to 
Fthem *punctually Morning” and 
: INight, and when at any time they 
44 Jhave any thing better then ordi- 


A na ry fl 
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nary,  cither Meat, or fiſh,” or! 
their Pele Wins; they pagts 
all down uv e ground in ho-: 
nour to thetr Gods. h be” 

As I went a ſhore one day in the | 
Canoe of a certain More, I heard ? 
him muttering to himſelf, and | 
having diſtinguiſh'd theſe words Þ 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, I* 
asked him what he was _ he | 
told me he was giving thanks to Þ 
his Fetiche, for having preſerved F 
him at Seca, . and that the reſt of Z 
the Mores, as they had occaſion, 
did always the ſame : They all of 
them carry their Fetiches .in little | 
baggs, either upon their hearrs, or | 
their ſhoulders,tendring them meat} 
Night and Morning conſtantly, * 
they trim them up with Raſade; 


or little grains of glafs of all colours, A | 


which they take tobe the greateſt | |. 
Ornament in the world. 


This Country produces great " dr 


quan- 
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quantity of Rice,. of Millet, and 


Mays, which is a kind of Twrki/b 


* Copme,- they make their bread off, 


and is not very ill : Some of them 


». 


$ having waſh'd their Rice in Sea 
3 water, will cat it raw, and with- 
2 out any ill effteR. 


Their common diet 1s f(b, and 


> great ſtore of fruigg, as-Berrys, 
* Figgs, Pears, Prunes, Oranges, Ci- 
= trons, and a kind of Cheſtnut, not 
© altogether ſo good as in Europe, 
&* but it has the virtue to quench the 
# thirſt though one be never ſo dry. 


Theſe Monntains produce 


* great quantities of Goats, Hoggs, 
r 3 Lyons, Tygres, Elephants, wild 
| Bores, Harts,and Rocbucks, which 


laſt are fo numerous, they mou 


23 them on Ship board, and truc 

7 them for little or nothing ; But 
-the Serpents (if we may believe 
either the Mores or the Porzugals) 


It 3 doc increaſe ſo unmceaſurably, that 


ſome 
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ſome of them will ſwallow a Man 
at a gulpe. The AMores are perpe-Y ( 
tually at wars with them, and doe 8 4 
uſe a certain herbe (which is ad-} |, 
mirably _ good' againſt poiſon ) | y 
againſt the bites of all the Beaſts F 
they encounter. | | . 
The Apes run up and down ®* , 
every where if®great Troops, de- 
. ſtroying their plants where cvec Þ , 
{ they come, upon which ſcore the % 
| Ares are their implacable enc- 
| mies (as well as the Elephants ) Þ 
| hunting and perſuing them per- 
petually, and ſometimes eati-g # 
them when they have done. I have J ;> 
taſted of their fleſh, which is not F 
| bad, and in my judgement comes M ;; 
| very near our Peef. þ 
| All of them ſpeak Portug is, and 
are very apprehenſive of bcing ? 
| drunk, for ' which reaſon (eſpe- 
| cially amonſt us ) they drank but 
| little trong water. 
| The 7 
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The: Merchandiſe this Coun- 
trey affords isRice,excellent Ivory, 
*Þ Civet, and ſome Amber.Greece.Of 
cy all the Coafts, this is one of the 
- Þ beſt for matter of trade, ſcldome 
M1 yeilding leſs proht then Cem pour 
5 Cent : But the Poytugals gain is 
2 much greater, they bnying their 1. 
> vory up higher in the Countrey, 
"| and afterwards ſclling ir again at 
> the $24. fide. toother Merchants; 
as j Four ogfive men might live in one 
-- > of the/little-Ifles in this River, and 
| 2 be' very well ſuſteined by the la- 


[- 3 bour of two or three Slaves. 


8&Y - The'Ezebtb have a: Ware- houſe 
vey in one-of. thoſe Hands, and the 
ot | EaQot: thereofiiwtit tous ſeveral 
ES | 


3 rimes to deſire-he might come to 
I16-and trade, -we'.rold him he 
Irvighe docir, wirh lafety, "and on 
: i the ;Jaft: of; December, gpon - our 
« [fer whew: we had finiſh'd our 
Tgauns for Ivory with-the Por- 

tugals 


* : 


. certain Hollander, and two others 


bullet, and incompaſsd with a fair” 
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zupals, and Natives, the ſaid Ex- 
chibutes called abraham, came 


aboard us in his ſhallop (rowed by 
three Slaves) accompany d by a} 


which belonged co him ; he was ! 
well received, but after Supper, * 
contrary to the advice of all the © 
reſt, the Captain made him apri« %at 
ſoner, and the three Mores which * 
were with him, 'to their no {mall ? 
aſtoniſhment, and on thegrſt' of * 
January 1667. the great ſhallop pd 
was mann'd out with 30. men, the pi 
Captain, the Chyrurgion, and my '* 
ſelf, - with one piece of ordnance, | ; 
to befiege and lidn der his houſe. 3 

Tr is built Gf. Brick, 'and: free © 
ſtone, defended with four pieces'of $11: 
Canon, carrying a four pound/$he 


wood of Palm-trees,”\ which: ſups' 
plyed him with Wine. | On- ons: - 
tide there arc fifteen or twenty | 
C3 
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Cabines for the Natives; .and on 
& the other, a ſpring of very good wa- 
y ter. This Iſland is the beſt and moſt 
a Abeautiful upon the. River: As we 
rs &were about toland, we diſcovered 
2s Fſome 2co Mores, got together. as 
r; bout the houſe, with their firclocks, 
c Zand a greater number up the woods 
j«= %at ſarther diſtance : which oblized 


h 31s to make a ſhow of paſſing on 
It Higher, as being the weaker, and 
of #Þy conſequence in more need of the 
p 3 dvantage of the wind. They ima- 
e Fincd we had been going to Bovre, 
xy Þnd immediately diſpatch'd a Canoe 

30 give Boulom the alarm, and to 


''Kdviſe him to come to, them ; we 
#erſued this Came with all poſſible 
Wiligence, but could not perſwade 
d\Shem to come in till we fred 3 or 4 
ir Jimes into their boat; They were 
p-| $wo young Slaves, belonging to a 
18! Portugal, that was with the Engliſh 
y #14, but we could not make them 


a- 3 C con- 
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confeſs any thing,:by-all the inter- | 
rogations we could uſes Thoſe of 
Ja Engliſb party obſerving what 
as paſt, frcd at.us with their Ca- | 
non, and 3-oftheir bullets fell yu_ | 
in ten paces of our boat. Wee put / 
our felves out ofthe reach of their / 
Gunsfor the preſent, and came te |! 
an anchor, attending the comming |. 
in of the tide to accommodate our |} 
ecturfi; The weather being calme, | 
about half an hour after, there ap-| 
"'d two ores belonging to one# 
Lr the pre. yan Iands, in a 


— 


wo 


grngn=s Roy nem Xx my A 7. 


them of the truth: They no {ooner® 
hcard the noiſe of our Guns, but! 
they run away immediately, plying 
tho'ricars as faſt as they could, and} 
| ſc ofinz ; 

j 


£ 
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+» i fooping (upon fight of our fire) ſo 
low , they ſeem'd to us no higher 
then Cats: In the mean time the 
Canon of the Erg/iſh were not idle, 
.. © playing ill upon us, though they 
| ſaw we were out of their reach, 
7 whichthey did not ſo mich to do 
any execution, as to let the Natives 
ſee they had undertaken their de- 
> fence, and deſired their friend{hip: 
e, | However the tide comming in,we 
| paſs'd by ſeyeral little Iſlands, and 
made our retreat. 
* We found ſeveral Ares, and 
* Portagals aboard our Vellel, and a- 
 monegft the reſt, the King of ZBox- 
| loms Son called Bombo, who was a 
perſon of about 3o or 4o years old, 
well proportioned, and (bating his 
! complexion) a very handſom man, 
” his aire was courteous, and maje- 
| ftick, he was an intimate friend of 
Abrahams, but knew nothing till 
} ſupper, of his impriſonment: He 
: C 2 no 
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no ſooner underſtood it, but he in-' 
zerceded for his ranſome, and went | 
immediately with the Portu2a{(that 
manages the affairs of the Kitig of 
Bonre) to procureit.: On Munday : 
at noon they came aboard again ! 
with a 100 Elephants teeth, weigh- 
ing 909 pound weight,and two live # 
Civet Cats, upon the delivery of * 
which he was diſmiſt, and went 
home after dinner, we giving hima| 
little. barre} of Strong-waters, af 
rowl of Tobacco, a Cheeſe, and af 
Salvo of 3 Guns, when he went off. 
Someſew Portueals ay d behind | 
till they made up their Markets, |; 
and having diſpatch'd them the} 
fiſth, they returned-out of hand. | 
. That day we intendedto haveÞ# 
been gone, but happening upon af 
calm, and to have a tide againſt us” 
£00, we were forc'd/to attend alit- 
elc longer then we deſigned. About .' 
noon there came 2 Cavoe aboard _ k 
; with * 
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g with two Mores, which pretended 
to belong to Bowlom, who Smaghe 
us fruit, but having no Ivory, we 
”m_ lookt upon them but as ſpies, and 
2 ſentthem back again about five. 
That night we ſet Ril,and having 
98 F paſt Cap-Ledo, we ſteer'd a South: 
of 2 South-Eaſt courſe, to avoid the 
, the Banks of Saint Anne, and the 
"I next morning diſcry'd a little Veſ- 
& ſcl.of HoHaxd, coaſting upon, the 
1 a |) ſhore as we did to make-the Cap de 
ff & Monte, which is about 60 leagues 
nq\! diſtant from the Sierra-Leoner 
On'Friday the 7th of Favnary,: 


ry : we paſt by the mouth of the River 
- | of Matlre Bombay wherothe Engliſh 

oy. : have a houſe alſo; and -Not inſertor- 

1 af tothat at Sierra-Leone. 

'u;\) Inthe afternoon we came with» 
_|: in fight of the Rio de Gallines, ſo 


af called by the Portueals, from the 
ns, multitude-of Hens there, and the 
i | 7 cheapricls of them, 'the people gi- 

; C 3 ving 
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ving one, two, and fomtimes three 3 
for a knife of a-penny; The Hol- 
tnders had a houſe there former- 
ly: The Natives gave us a lign toi 

approach and put in, but the neigh- 1 
bourhood of the Exgliſh would not % 
| ſuffer us to hear on thatear,” but we* 
continued our coaſt tothe Eaſt till : 
Saturday morning, at which time 
by the aſſiſtance of a clear day, we!: 
difcover'd the Cap de Monte, at ai} 
bout ter leagnes diftance. o 


C4? DE MON TE\ 
and its Deſcription. | 


wind being but little, wel: 
- came not to an anchor till!? 
- night, and then about halfa league! 
from the ſhore, at twelve fathom 
low water, and upon a ſand.. 

The Cap de Monte is ſo called © 
from a point of ground which 
gives it that figure, and rifing _ ; 

-* "by! 
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* by the Seca, formes its {elf into a 


round Mountain. all the rett of that 


coalt ]lving very low. - | 
We could not deſcry cither houſe 


7} orcabanc all along,yet on the 19th 

7 we went on ſhore, and found 4 or 
5 houſes at ſome diſtance, where. 
' the Blacks made their Salt. 


They appeared very joyful at 


* our arrival ; they told- us their 
# King lived three days journey up 
-* into the Countrey,that they would 
* givenotice to their neighbours of 


our coming that night; and that if 
we thought good to return the next 
morning, we might find ſuch ftore: 
of Ivory as could be ſuddenly got. 
That if we intended to keep our 
promiſe when we came on board, 


'we {ſhould give them two great 


Guns as a ſignal, and they would: 
make fires to confirm us on their 
fide, which was agreed and per- 


formed accordingly. 
C 4 The 
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tring., Ibcing on board the x27h, I 
went on ſhore, though with ſome 


difficulty, the Sea breaking oft. ſo * 


abruptly, our {hallop was left ſome 
20. paces upon ground, and the 
Seamen forc'd to goout of the, boat, 
ard land tke Officers upon their 
backs; where we found the Mores 


The tenth, and the <cleventh * 
days, were ſpent entirely in bar- } 


» oc. ; 


had made a large Arbor, covered |: 


over with leaves, and branches of | 


trees, to keep our commodities dry, 
and ſhelter us ſrom the violence of 
the Sun. 

Whiltt we were Negotiating 
our affairs, we heard a great noiſe 
on a ſudden, and ſaw the Mores in 
a great hurry, running Pell-mell 
from their houſes, and merchandiſe 
both : we apprehended we might 
be ſurprized, and took up our arms 
immediately, but being got out in- 
to the air, we. underſtood it was 
| only 
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only their King was coming to us; 
whereupon ſome of our men went 
to meet him; and falured him with 


{ a volley- of five or fix of our fire» 


LOnny 


locks: 
Before him marched his'Drum; 


? andhisTrumpet,s or 10 of his kin-- 


dred and friends;. and the reſt were - 


* his Officers :* his Wives, and his 


Daughters, marched on his fide,be-- 


q hind him his Slaves followed, and a- 
 certain'numberof women carrying 


'* hisdinner in bowls of Wood, and 


CE OTST 
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of Tyn,which they held upas high 
as they could poſſibly : ' By him he 
had four Slaves marching, two of 


| themcovering him with two largo 


Bucklers, and the other carrying 
his bow and arrows, and javelin : 
As he approached, the Moyes dt-- 
vided themſelves, the Men on one 
fide, the Women on the other,. 
finging, and _ dancing , and 1eap- 
ing up'and down', and teſtifying 

HY ,  - 
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tended to throw it at them, upon 
which they threw themſelves .im- 


mediately upon the ground, and at ? 
the ſame time they which came a- © 


lopg with his Majeſty took their 


turn, both to dance and to fing. Pre- * 


their joy ina thouſand different poſ- 3 
tures. TheKing took a dart,and pre- ? 


ſently the King took an arrow, | 


which he ſhot up into the aire, an 1 


preſently all run to the place |: 
where it fell,and happy was he that | 
could take it up firſt, and bring it to | 
him; aſter this he made a ſhow of |: 
ſhooting direaly amongſt them,'8 || 
they throwing themſelves down |: 
again, with great acclamation,con- | 
tinued this paſtime for a quarter of |; 


an hour : In this triumpth and gran- /* 
dour, he was conducted to us ; wej! + 


received him as honorably as we /! 


cou'd, faluting him with volleys |; 


of ſmall ſhot. 


Fe was a grave and venerable | 
_ old? 
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old man.of about threeſcore years 
of age, or upwards,they called him 
Falam Boure, he was very ſeafible 
and majcſtick : his habit was the 
ſame with the reſt of the Gentle- 
men, ſaving that his was quite 
blew, and the Robes of the Gentle» 
men, Officers, and Nobility of that 
Countrey, arc always ftrip'd (like 
the Captains of Rzo-Freſca) with 
white.and blew :: We payed him- 
what reſpe&tvve could, and aſter 
vve had made him ſuch preſents as- 
vvere uſual, he retired into another 
Arborthe Mores had made for him, - 
and :left us very graciouſly to our-+ 
Negotiations. 

I vvaited upon him to his Arbor, 
vvhere he entertained me in Portu- 
£4is, and told me, that it vvas four 
years fince he had ſeen anyW hites, - 
and vvith teares (as it were) of joy 
aſfurcd 'me, that the Frexch ſhoujd 
be alvvays yyelcome to him; that 
in- 
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indeed they were alittle quick and ® 
capricious, but otherwiſe honeſt 3 
mentthat heandhis Count y(which þ 
he thought was not contemptible) 
{ would beeternally at their fervice. * 


And in truth were all the reſt © 


of Africk like this part of ir, it | 
was indubitably to be preferred to 
any part of Europe. No ſooner is | 
your foot upon the. ground, but | 
you are prefeated with a faire | 
plaine, planted on this fide- and | 
that,” with + curious groves, per- |# 
 petually ſreen; and in their leaves 
not unlike to our Laurel. The | 
proſpe& is bounded to the South || 
with the Mountain of the Cape; | 
« and on the North by a large grove, 
which gives a ſhade to a litt'e 
'Tfland in a _ little River, which 
- caſts it ſelf hard by into the Sa, 
thongh it be navigable for a Cane | 


only, or perhaps with ſome diff- Þ ' 


culty ſor a ſhallop: Ealtward 
| there * 
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there.ts noftop -nor termination of 
the eye, it may delight and lofe it 
ſelf, in vaſt meadows and playnes, 
beautih'd and perſum'd with ex- 
cellent verdures, and water'd with 
ſeveral pritty Riversy which open 
and expan'd . themfelves to the 
eMores, and ſcem to invite them to 
2 communication with thoſe that 
live higher up in the Countrey. 

In this place their Rzce, their 
Millet, and their cMazs (of which 
their bread is made) is more 


. plentifoll, and grows in greater 


quantity, than in any other past of 
Guinee whatſoever. 

They have Citrons, Oranges, 
Amants, Berrys, Melons, Gourds, 
and a ſort of plums not much 
unlike our Brugnons, but not fo 
well taſted. 

They have great variety of ſow], 
as Hens, and Pideeons, and Ducks, 


"and Mallard, and Feal, which 


muſt 
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muſt be very plentiful, by the 
price they are ſold tor. 

Goats and Hoggs are very com- 
mon, and Apes too, but ugly ones. 
They have great ſtore of Fiſh, both 
Sea-filh and ip their Rivers, which 
I have ſaid they value much above 
fleſh, they have T ortoiſes likewiſe 
are excellent meat, but their ſhels 
not worth a farthing. 

T hey are very neat in their fee- 
ding, they roaſt their meat upon 


wooden ſpits, turning them with. 


great care, and obſerving very cu- 
riouſly leaſt one fide be more roafte 
ed then the other. 

Whilft he wasat dinner in his 
own appartment, I took the confi- 


dence to begin a health to on of his: 


Sons Wiſes, in their Palme-Wine, 
and ſhe anſwered me in French, 
Monfierje vous remercie, and told 
me afterwards in Portwoais, that 
her Husbands Father had lived al- 
[== _ Ways 
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ways amongſt the French, when 
they were in thoſe ow and that 
ſhz could diſtinguith cafily by our 
aire, that my ſelf and Lacquey were 
the only Frenchmen in our whole 
company. 

The inhabitants are generally 
handſome, good natured, tractible, 
and ſpeak a kind of corrupt Ports- 
gais. They go all naked both wo- 
men and men,only a little cloth be- 
fore them, but the women wear 
theirs from their tomack, to their 
mid-legg? they are more chaft then 
the reſt, and their Husbands com- 
monly more jealous. 

For their Religion, do what I 
could, I could not inform my elf, 
only one of them told me the 
Whites pray'd to God, arid the 
Blacks to the Devil : YetT could 
perceive many of them were Cir- 
cumciſed, and all of them had their 
Fetiches. 


At 
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At our landing, there was nota* 
| bove five or fix houfes to be ſecn, 
| and thoſe belonging to ſuch as 
| made Salt there, and carrycd it af- 
| terwards into the Country : But 
| within two dayes time, the plaine 
| (which was about a league in cir- 
| cumference) was cover'd over with 
| houſes, which the 1Mores from all 
| parts had built, in order to their 
| traffick with us. 

| _ [In the Kings houſes, or the hou- 
| ſes of their Nobility, they have a 
diſtin appartment where their 
beds are made,cither upon plancks, 
| or mat;, about a yeard from the 
| ground, about which they hang a 
cloth (in ſtead of curtains and val- 
lence) and ſofleep all night upon 
them.. For their repoſe in the day 
time, they have a ſort of delicate 
| neat mats , exquiſitely made ( of 
| whichthe Hollander buys great ſtore 
for their Chambers) where laying 
| thems 
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themſelves down with their heads 
n, | intheir Wives lapps, they ſpend 
a5 much of their time in combing and 


f- | ordring their Husbands hair, 

ut 3 - For fourdays together we had 
16 |} averygood Trade. The commodi- 
r- | ties we bought were Mats, Rice; 


h # and Ivory, which in thoſe parts is 
11 7 plentiful and excellently good. 
ir 3 And in this place certainly (if 
7 any where) aman may live ho 
2 pily, all things - contributing to 
” make his lifc 29 the. beauty 
= and bounty of the Countrey, the 
Z humour and-diſpoſition of the peo« 
ple, the aboundance of all neeciſa- 
ries,, the conſiderableneſs of the 
gain, and the aptneſs aud conve- 
nience for building in all places 
wherever you come.. - _ 

On the thirteenth we went a 
ſhore again, but ſeeing they had 
no lvory left, (though the King 
/ promis'd in three dayes time we 
ſhould 
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ſhould have ten times as much as 
we had bought alcady, ) we ſet 


ſayle that night for Cep- Miſcrads. Þ 


CAP-MISERADO, 


He next day being the 14th 
of F anwary, Reering or courſe} 
-South-Eaft and by South, we | 


diſcovered the Cap-Miſerado, but | 
the weather being duskiſh, and a. 
thick fog intertuptirfs our prof+ 


"we weregled to caſt anchor 


at three- leagues diſtance from the 


ſhore (imagining notwithſtanding 
we had been nearerthen we were) 
and afterward we ſhot off 2 Guns to 
give the ores notice of our arrival.. 
The fifteenth we diſcovered our 
miſtake, yet by reaſon of calme, we 
were forc'd to continue at anchor 
till noon, at which time we percei- 
veda Canoe making towards us with 
2 Mores in it, which coming up,de- 
manded 


: _ 
V 
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| andthey deſired us to come nearer 
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manded who we were, and of what 
Countrey,we told them of Holland; | 


land, but would by no means be per- 
ſwaded on board us,till they ſaw us 
take the advantage of the wind, 
weigh anchor, and ſayle towards 
the fnore. 

They entered then, and told us 
it was a fall year fince they had 
ſeen any Whites: that the next day 
they would bring good tore of Ivo-' 
y to the Sea fidedfor ne; and-that 
they might perform what they hat 
promiſed, after we had made them 

me ſmall prefents,they took their 
leaves. We came up within half a 
kague of the land, to the mouth of 
a little river they call Daro, at the 
foot of the Cape, where we found 
fix fathom deep at low water. 

This {pe is called Miſerado by 
the Portwg:is,cither becauſe it is 1n- 
compals'd by rocks that lye under 

water, 


| 
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water,and would inevitably deſtroy 
any Veſſel, which ſhould come nea- 
rer then half aleague,or becauſc the 
French which were formerly ma(- 
facred there, cryed out Aiſericorae, 
Miſericorde:. Beſides the Natives of 
this place being very cruel, they 
have denominated the river, and 
called it Dwro, as being hard and fa- 
tal to the Whites. Ulpon which 
ſcore we fortifyed our ſhollop with 
a great Gun, to fright them and 
keep them in order. 

hey ſet up a little houſe. againſt 
we came in order to our negotiatt- 
ons, but not another to be ſeen 
within leſs then half a league, and 
thoſe too in the woods... 

The River Duro caſts it felf into 
the Sea on that fide towards the 
Cape, but is ſo ſmall and inconfide- 
rable, it carrys nothing but Canes. 

At our coming on ſhore, we found 
the Captain ( who governs thoſe 


parts) 
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parts) with ſeveral of his Officers 
fitting under a tice, we preſented 
them with ewo Bottles of Brandy, 
which they drank freely, and then 
conducted us to the houſe they had 
prepared, and ftay'd with us till 
night came on, and we returned to 
our Ship. 

The Captain was a very luſty 
man of a ſevere aſpe&t, in a Robe 
like that of the Alcair de Rio- Freſea, 
ſeving that his was red, with a 
bonnet of the fame colour, he was 
ettended by 50 or.60 Negroes, with 
ereat darts, bows, arrows, . and 
ſwords,and withſome few women, 
which they ſent back again to the 
Woods, not above fifty paces from 
our lodge, from whence we never 
durſt truſt our. ſelves above ten. 

They ask'd us whether we came 
as encmies or friends, obſerving ir 
ſeems the Canon in our ſhailop ; 
We told them that we could not 
but 
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- buttake notice, that they came with 
their armes, contrary to the cuſtom 
of all other places we had traded in, 
and that we did, was but to ſecure 
our ſelves, and our Merchandiles, 
which we ſhould bring on ſhore by 
degrees, and according as we fold 
what we had brought. 

Some of the Captains Women, | 
lugging their children along with } 
them, came to [ee us at our lodge, | 
and we were forc'd to preſent them, | 
though the Captain was ſo refrato- * 
ry, what Ivory ſoever he expos'd to ; 
truck. or to ſale, he ask'd with that 
unreaſonable confidence,there was 
No reaſon to give it: They all of 
them ſpake Portugais, and were all 
of themclothed. 

Whilſt we were ar dinner, thc 
Captain demanded ſome one of us 
to ſtay with him,and I (very coura- 
giouſly) proffered to be the man, * 
whe-ch he took fo kindly, he took | 
me 
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me by the hand, and put it into the 
hand of one of his daughters, with 
this complement, that he gave her 
me for my Wife, aſter which we 
| .grew very intimate and great ; He 
took me and ſhew'd me to the reſt 
of the Mores, who called me their 
kinſman and friend, promiſed me 
S'aves, carryed me along with 
# them, and ſctting me in the midft 
| .of them, they made me drink of 
* their Palm-wine. 

* Oneofthe Officers that din'd with » 
# ws, I obſerv'd to throw Wine up- 
| -on the ground, befcre he drank ; I 
ask'd him the reaſon, and he told 
me,thar if his dead Father ſhould be 
dry,he would comethicher to drink, 

We had a fight too of ſome of 
their Prieſts, but their habits being 
the ſame, with what we ſaw alter- 
wards upon the Golden Coaſt, I. {hall 
paſs them by in this place, with 
this animadverhon only, that they 

carry 
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carry themſelves towards them 
| With great deference and reſpect, 
believingevery word they ſpake an 
Oracle. The Captain ſhew'd me 
one of them, and told me, if I had 
loſt any thing, he could tell me 
where it was, and cry'd him up as 
he bad been a Prophet : But above 
all things, thcir greateſt ſuperſti- 
tion 45 of their Fetiches. 

Their Traftick is principally I- 
vory, (which indeed is excellent) 
* and Rice in great abundance. 

The Ereliſh have g ware:houſe 
beyond the Cape, and are in great 
favour with the ores, who uſed 
us ill in no reſpe&t, but as they 
thought us enemies to them. 

When we returned to our Veſ- 


ſcl, we promiſed to be with them | 


again the next morning, but obſcr- 
ying- they had brought'us good 
quantity of Ivory atfhrſt, which was 
aot aiterwards to be ſeen, we had a 
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ſulpicien.might be a defign. of the- 
Eveliſh to: amyſe us with their 
Trade, whilft they could get more 
men together out of the Countrey ; 
Upon which grounds, that very 
night (though one of our. Officers 
left.a golden ring with theCaptain, 
as a gage for his word)we weigh'd 
anchor and away for Rio-Sextor, 

Being on the other fide of Cap- 
Miſerado,we diſcovered fires, which 
the ores had made along. the 
ſhores, which is the ordinary figne 
they uſe, to fignite to ſuch Ships 
as paſs by,that they have Merchan- 
dile for them, upon which accompt 
we refolved to caſt . anchor. 


Oo © ©} yYy vw kx| 


RIO DE FUNCO. 


Bout 9 or 10 a clock we came 
- A to an anchor, dire&ly over 
204inft the fares upon the ſhore, we - 
ot of 2 great Guns,to invite them 


D aboard, 
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aboard, but ſceing none of the 
come; wemann'd out dur ſhatfop 
after dinner, and EPA towlitde 
them with ſome ſew Merchandifes, 
but we could not reach the ſhore, 
within fafty paces, without inevi- 
table danger of bulging. 

+ Seeing ſome Mores upon the 
banks, we made fignes to them to 
come to us, and they came ſwim- 
ming .half way, and went back a- 
gain, .nor conld all our alurements 
win them aboard, till at laſt'two of 
them ventured in a Cazor, and were 
kindly received,which they on the 
Jhore obſerving, three of them 
threiv themſelves immediatgly into 
the Sca ond ſwam to us; we pre- 
ſented them with a bottle of Srong- 
waters, Which they carryed on 


{ſhore to their infinite fatisfaftion :} 
we thew'd them our Kettles, and] 
what other Commodities we, had, 
atthgſight of which, they made ay 
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thouſand expreflions of joy, and 
could have done no more, if Para- 
diſe it ſelf had-been ſhown thems 
they ask'd us if we had any' large 
white Raſade. Thoſe which were 
upon land, held up great, and great 
quantity of Elephants teeth,tohaft- 
en us them,but having ufed our ut- 
moſt endeavour to no purpoſe, and 
finding it impoſſible to come at 
them, without manifeſt danger, we 
ſent back the 2 Mores which came 
to us) to them; Who by their a(- 
pet and Mine, ſcem'd to be perſons 
of more then ordinary quality. 

Rio de Funco is a River which 
lycs five degrees and hfty minutes 
of Northern latitude,and of Eaftern 
longitude, 9 degrees, 19 minutes. 


# The mouth of itis known by three 
'Z great trees which ftand very high, 
; and three great Mountains over a- 
! gainſt them, but 'art fome* diſtance ' 
| into the land-; the mouth of itis 


D z nCar 


76. AVoyageto Guinee, 
gear five hundred paces over, but 
{hallow, the banks ſo well decora- 
ted with trees, and flowers, that 
conſidered with the ſmoothneſs and 
ſerenity of the ſtream, they make a 
moſt admirable land{hip. 

- Orange-trees,Citrons,and Palme- 
trees; are planted all along, and in 
exquiſite order, and (as the Aores 
which-came aboard intimated to 
us). they have abundance of all 
things, eſpecially Poultry and 

Palme-Wine.We went aboard,and 

Rerceiving no bady came at us, we 
ſet ſayle that night, and came the 
next moring before Petit Dieppe. 


PETIT DIEPPE. 
Pio Dzeppe is a Town not far 
F*.ifroma River, which cafts it # 
ſelf 10t0 the Sea, and in its pailage, . | 
twilling' .about a {pot of ground; N 
zetms'gt felf into no -contemptible .Þ 
290 Iand: ? 
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IſNland:it was formerly in the poſle(- 
ſion of the Frexch,but deſerted long 
fince; at the diſemboguement of 
this River, there are many Rocks, 
which make the entrance more 
then ordinary difficult : We diſco- 
vered alittle Veſſel upon this Coaſt, 
and gave chaſe to it, but without 
any ſucceſs. . 

The 224 we came to Ris-Sextos, 
whoſe deſcription follows, 


R lo-Sextos is a River, which: 
comes a great way down the: 
land, North and North-Weſt, and: 
is about half a league over at the- 
mouth of it. On borh ſides it is: ſet 
very pleaſantly with Trees, very: 
large, and very tall ; about three 
leagues up. the River,” the Eng/iſþ: 
had formerly a houſe, but thers is 
nothing of it left but the Walls. 

D 3 This 
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This River will carry a Yacht or 
a large Barke a douzaine leagues 
and more up inthe Countrey. 

It was called Rio-Sextos by the 
Portugais, from a certain kind of 
Pepper which grows by it, and 3s 
called Scxtos by them, the ſame [ 
fappoſe with what we call 1MMa'a- 
exette which [hall ſpeake of more 
particularly in the next Chapter : 
We were told by their fiſherboats, 
that about a fortnight before there 
paſs'd two Flemiſh Veſſels that way 
to the 24ine, that we might finde 
good-quantities of Ivory, but that 
their Caxoes being ſo ſmall,it would 
be neceſſary for us tocarry our Mer- 
chanhife on ſhore: thereupon we 
anchor'd about half a league from 
land, in about 16 fathom water. 

Some of our Officers went a ſhore * 
in our ſhallop, and carryed fome | 
Commodities along with them, to * 
begin the Commerce; they _ ed |} 

. tnacem 
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them three leagues up the. River, 
and their King(who lived yet high- 
er into the Countrey) came down 
to ſee them, and according to Cuſl- 
tome had his uſual preſents. 

They came back very late, and: 
the Notary at his return gave me- 
this accompt of him, that he was a- 
very luſty man, with a tern and ſu- 
percilious aſpeQ; that he —_ 
great frienſhip for the Eng/i(b:That 
he brought down great ſtore of Ivo- 

y with him,, but having furniſhed 

6 two Flemiſh Veſſels {o lately,he 
held it ſp dear,there was no dealing 
with him for it. That they ſeem'd 
worſe-natured then. the. ores at 
Miſerado ;, But that the River was: 
very hne, and'is full of little tones: 
upon the {hore like our Flints, only 
theſc are harder, and give more hre. 
upon any collifion.. 

Whileſt they were amongſt them, 
there.came about 1o0or 12 of their: 
D 4 Canoes 
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Cinces aboard us with a kind'of Sea- 
Pike (an excellefit good: fiſh) and 
ſeveral other forts, of which we 
bought ſome. 

The people are generally well 
proportioned, and bearing eve- 
ry one of them the name of fome 
S1int or other, I had & great curio- 
fity to know how that cuſtom came 
upon them. I took one of them aſide, 
and having cafoled him with a 2lafs 
of Wine, and" ftrong-water (which 
they love better then their Wives) 
Tasked him the reaſon, and he rold 
me, that when-any Veſſels paſſed 
thatway, and did the Natives any 
kindneſs, it was uſual to begg their 
Names at their departure, which 
they gave afterwards to their chl- 
dren, in memory of the courteſic 
they had received from them ; 


Which convinced me, being im- | 


belliſhed with ſo noble a virtue as 
gratitude, they could not be fo bad 


as 


_ 
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as they had beervrepreſented to me, 
and the rather, becauſe the-King' ob 
them having upon the death ofan 
Engliſh Merchant ſeized upon alt 
his [vory.and goods, did upon the 
arrival of the firſt Engliſh Ship, vo- 


tuntarily, and without any ſolicita» 


tion, deliver all to the Captain: Are 
invincible argument of their piety 
and faith, I gave him-that gave me 
this accompt, two little knives for 
his pains, and he was ſo ſurpris'd at 
the preſent, he defired my name,and: 
L having told him,he- oblig'd him» 
felf, if his Wife (which-was big at 
that time) was brought to bed of a: 
boy, he ſhould carry my name, and}: 
if ever I return'd thatway,he would 
bring him to ſee me. 

All along this Coaſt, their man» 
ner of ſalutation is the ſame, they 


Z take our fore finger and thumb,into- 


their hands, and putting them into 


; acertain poſture, they pull them 


Ds hard, 


by 
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bard, and make them ſnap, crying 
out _ when they have done, 
which'isas much as your Servant 
with us. 

This Countrey is very ferti], well 
furniſh'd with Fowl, and Rice,and 
Millet, of which they make all 
the bread, which they carry with 
them in their (aoes when they 
go out a fiſhing, which (as obſer- 
ved) they are very neat and axa& 
in keeping clean. | 

He that would ftay upon the 
place,might make very good advan- 
rage either by Rice, or Pepper, or 
Ivory, which is excellently good. ; 
their kindneſs has been always 
more conſpicious to the French, 
then either tothe Ho//ander or Por- 
ragal, neither of which they would 
ever fuffer to cohabit with them. 

Onthe 32th. by. break of day, | 
we diſcovered a little: Fleet of ! 
(anves of abcut 40, which were go- | 


ing | 
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ing a fiſhing, and within a quarter 
of. an hour' they diſperſed them- 
ſclves every way: Of the whole Ar-- 
71444, there was but one came tous,, 
with fome few Elephants teeth, 
which he held' ſo dear he had his. 
labour for bis paines, and carryed 
them offas he broughtthem;where-- 
upon we allo weighed anchor for 
Rio-Sanguin, which is the firſt place- 
upon the Coaſt of Malaguette, and: 
about twelve leagues from Rio- 
Sextos; for four hours: together- 
we ſteer'd Southward to avoid the 
Rocks which ly ir great numbers 
betwixt R#o- Savguin,and Kio Sextos, . 
after which we ſteer'd Eaft and by- 
North,and came ſafe toR7o-Sanguin.. 
That the Frexch had the preoc- 
cupancy of theſe Coaſts, in reſpe& 
of all other Nations of Emrepe, I 
think is clear fromthe Names of ſe- 


veral Bayes, and a hundred other 
monuments of their glory : But at 


preſent 
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preſent we'have nothing left there; 
nor indecd any body, but the E72- 
liſh,vho by means of ſeven or cight 
houſes, doe carry away as it were 
the whole pofits of the place. 

The Portagais ſucceeded: the 
French, but being over-power'd by 
the Engliſh, and the Dutch, and 
beaten off from the Coaſts, in the 
year 1604. they retreated farther 
into. the Countrey, and-,marrying 
with the Natives,. have begot that 
generation of: people, they call 
Auletto's, or Olive-couler d, and 
have by that mecans acquired ſuch 
an intereſt amongſt them, as have 
bzen the cauſe we have made na 
farther diſcoveries there, and that 
they doe to this day go away with 
the whole Iſland Trade ; he that 
ſhould cndeavour to ſhare with 
them being certain to. be deſtroyed 
by their great influence and au- Þ 
thority with the Nigros: So that þ 

they 
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they have .ingroſs'd that whole 
commerce to_them ſelves, paſſing 
ipand down every. where as they 
pleaſe, and. running up the Wiger, 
as far as Beriz, which. is more. 
then 8oo leagues. | 
- They it 1s that have been the. 
lofs of (antoq1 tothe Daxes, which 
15 a little Iland upon the Niger, 
two . hvndred leagues above the 
mouth of the Gambie. | 
_ Their authority over the Moves 
upon the. Coaſts. is ſo great, they. 
manage them. as thy think good, 
and we can never read that they: 
have at any time rebelled, againſt 
them, as they have frequently 
done againſt the reſt of the Euro- 
peans; Nay. ſo abſolute is their 
Empire, they are many times 
{zrved at the table by the Sons of 
that King, which is.ſo- ſuperjative 
a command, there can be nothing 
Þcyond it ; Yet if any other Euro- 


pean 
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pean does but quarrel or affront any 
of their Grandces, there is nothing 
but they will attempt which may 
contribute to their revenge. One . 
of them who came to trafhck with 
us at Sierra-Leone, told me, he did 
uſe every year to go to Seregal, 
which is two hundred leagues from 
Sierra- Leone, and that where he 
had not the conveniency of a river, 
both himſelf and his Commodities. 
were carrycd up into the Conn- 
trey on the backs of the Mores. | 
They have all of them little 

Chappels built near their houſes, 
in which they uſe all poflible 
means for the-converfion of thoſe! 
people, and when they have had 
any ſucceſs, and made a profilite, 
they hang Chappelets about his 
neck, andhave a particular care'of 

themever after. | 
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THE COAST 


GRAIVES 


MALAGUETTE 


Pon the three and twenticth 

of Fanuary, the ſame day we 
ſet ſayle from Rijv-Sextos, we came 
to an anchor before Rio-Sanguin, 
where the Coaſt of Malaguerte, or 
eManigette begins, and extends it 
felf fixty leagues to the Cape de Pal- 
ze5, about three®#degrees and 
forty minutes of Northern latitude, 
comprehending all theſe places, 
Ri-- Sanguin, CeFtre-(ren, Brova, 
Baſſou, Zino, (tou, Crouſeſtre, Wapo, 
Batow, Grana-Sefter, Petit-Seſter, 
andGoiane. all which places we vi- 
lated in ninteen days, which we 


dedi- 
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dedicated to our traffick in thoſe 
parts. * 

Rio-Sanguin runs into the . Sea 
South. South-Eaft, and will carry 
a Petach about twelve leagues, and 
no more; upon its bank it has a 
Town of about a hundred houſes, 
and large Trees cn both fides of it, 
but is not five hundred paces broad 
at the wideſt part of it. 

T hat night there came a:Canre a- 
board us with three AMores, one of 
them was the Kings Brother, who 
having been three years in Holland, 
ſpake very good Dutch; he ſent 
back his Company, and his Capoe, 
and ſupp'd and: lodged with us that 
night. At ſupper he told us, that a- 
bove a Month before, there was a 
Flemiſh Ship put in at Rio-Sanguin 
for freſh water and wood, but that 
diſcovering an EngliſhVeſſel make- 
ing towards them, he weigh'd an- 
chor $% 345, wad being a good 

| Gylcr, 


A Voyage to Guinee, B89 
ſayter, got off, and that the Veſſel 
that' chaced' "them returned, and 
ſteer'd His'6ld courſe forR/o-Sexros. 
He deſcribed the bulk of it'ſo well, 
we concluded it was the Ship we 
. had ſceing cruſing up the Coaſt of 
Petit Dieppe. He told us moreaver, 
that a while fince the Engliſh had a 
houſe at R/o-Sarghin, but for four 
years Jaſt paſt, they had none; and 
that a little Veſſel going by lately, 
had ſurprized - about a - douzen 
Mores near Cronſefter, and carryed 
them away. 7, 7.0 * ap 
- As we were hoifting ſayle on the 
five-and twenticth, the King of R/- 
$4anenin came aboard, us, attended * 
with two other Canes, and'about 
ten or twelve' ores. OO, 
- He was an ancient man, very 
grave, and venerable, his hair very 
white, yet his perfgn large and luſ- 
E ty ; his habit blew, like, their habits _ 
: at Cup de Monte, That which was 

9 ER moſt 
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moſt remarkable was,he drank nei- 


ther Wine nor Serge Wafers nor 


Palme-Wine,nothing but pure wa- 
ter; he and his Brother both ftayed 
with us till night,and having recei- 
ved ſome prelents they departed. 
We had paſled the place aboye- 
ſaid, as far as from Riv-Sanguin to 
Wapo, where being at anchor, the 
third of February, about Sun-rifing 
wediſcryed a Veſlcl at Sca,making 
towords us with all the fayle ſhe 
could make : We thought at firſt it 


had been the Engliſh —_—_— we: 


had been told of, for which reaſon 


we ftood all that night to our 


armes, but the next day the hopes 
we had of over-powring and take- 
ing her, vaniſhed with the Veſlcl, 
which we could never ſee more. 
Till Saturday the fifth we ſpent 
our time wholly in traffick, on 


which day having come toanan | 


chor at Batow, we diſcovered ano- 
ther 


22 
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ther Veſſel coming towards us alfo 
with full ſayles : The- number of 
Mores who were tlien aboard us, 
hindered us frem diſcovering them 
perfeatly, but combng nearer, we 
could difcry the Veflel tobe asbigg 
as ours, whereupon we diſmift our 
Merchants, weigh'd anchor, and 
ſtood towards them directly, reſol- 
ved not only to defend our (elves, 
but to venture upon them. When 
we were come within a league of 
him,he hung out his D##ch colonrs, 
and” clapt his Cornette upon his 
Sprit-ſayle, and we hung out .our 
French. When we came nearer, we 
knew the Ship to be a Frigat'of 
Amſterdam,of about 4oo Tunn,and 
36 pieces of Ordnance, ſet out by 
a Private perſon, and by the autho- 


E rity, and conſent of the Eaſt- Indy 
| Company, ſent to Ardres. The Cap- 


. | tain called wilere, having boaſted 


when we were in the Texel, that if 
he 
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he found us upon theſe Coafts, he 
would cither fink or: take us; we 
took-down our Frexch colours, and 
put upa red flags, endeavyouring, 
and tacking three hours together, 
to get the wind of him, he had all 
| his ſayles out, and his caps up, and 
yet ſayled worſe than we. About 
Sun-ſctting he furled his ſayles,and 
having loſt the wind,and we with- 
in 20 paces of him, he made fignes 
with his hat to know if we were 
not the Exrope: he told us his name; 
and calling bor a glaſs of Wine, be- 
gan agood ſoup toour healths, and 
we did him reaſon in our turn. Af- 
ter which hetook his leave, conti- 
nued his courſe. to the £Mzize, and 
we came that night to an anchor 
before Grand Sefre, called for. 
merly by the French Paris ; where 
- thereft of our time we ſpent in our 
Negotiations and Trade. Y 
- This Coaſt is called the Coaſt of 

=. ala- 
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Malaguette, in reſpe&t of the Pep- 
per ( which I have mentioned be- 
fore) at Rio-Sextos, Which amongſt 
the Frexch is called Malagaette, or 
Maniguette, which commodity is 
more profitable than can be imagi- 
ned, eſpecially if Pepper be dear, 
and the 1ndy Fleet comes not un- 
luckily in, but if that falls owr, it 
ſells not altogether ſo well: This 
is the principal Commodity of this 
Coaſt,. and is ſharper. and hotter 
thanthe ordinary Pepper, and par- 
ticularly than the white. - ” 
All the Towns along theſe 
-& Coaſts are built upon the backs of 
ſome little River, or other which 
givesthem their Names: The chief 
are Rio-Sanguin; the Grand 'Seftre, 
which runs a good way up into the 
Countrey, and is deep enough to 
carrya Petach; which the Inhabi- 
+tants of Dieppe called Paris, in com- 
pariſon ofthe aboundanee of Peps 
- per at both places. All 


A. 
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All theſe Coaſts arc bordered 
with great Trees , the land very 
low, and fatt, and water'd with 
ſo great a number of Brooks, and 
Rivelets, that they render the aire 
ſo very. unhealthful, there are but 
few of the Whites e@an ſtay long 
there without being fick. 

We underſtood nothing of their 
language, ſo they were put to ex- 
plain themſelves by figns,they have 
no ill Phyſtognomy, their propor- 
tion is good, they go always naked 
with their head, and have only a 
little piece of linnen before, for the 
ſhelter of their whole body : And 
though the aire be ſo ill, and un- 
wholſome, yet they are ſo hardy 
and ſtrong, Iſaw one of them that 
hada Rupture hung down to the 
middle of his legg, and a luſty cut 


{moak- 


over the Pate, that had lay'd his} 
Skull as-naked as his back, and yet 
he came aboard us every day, þ 
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ſmoaking and drinking. Strong- 
waters, with'the beſt of them, as.if 
he ail d nothing at all. 

They work exccllent well in Tron: 
at Grand Sefter they mended our 
ſhears for us, with Which we cut 
out our barxs of Iron,and gave them 
{ach a temper as made them incom- 
Parably better. than they were at 
frſt, a; .þ 

Beſides this Pepper, this Coaſt 
affords Rice and Met ( of which 
they make their bread, and brought 
us good ſtore of it) excellent Peas, 
(very tender and good, boyled ) 
Beans, ,Citrons, Oranges, Bullys, 
and a:kind of admirable Nutt, the 
{hell ſomething thicker than ours, . 
bit without any skin over the ker- 
nell; bur all round like your 'Al- 
monds or Pifaccios of Spain. | 

They have likewiſe tore ofOxen, 


| Cows, Goats, Hoggs,Pullen,and o- | 
| ther Fowl, w ich. may be colleted 


ſrom 


So 
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from the aber that they. bear, | 

"Their Palme-Wine ts very good, 
and eſpecially the Plums, which 
are ſo pleaſant, I have ſcen them on 
Ship-board refuſe all that could be 
offered, to be crawnching of them; 
and this isall I can ſay of the.Coaft 
of Malagnette, for as to their Reli-, 

ion and manners, -underftanding 
but little, I ſhall ſay nothing at all, 
only I imagine they. have as many 
Wives as they can keep, for. the 
More at Rio-Sanguin,told us hisBro- 
ther had fifty, and-himſelf fifteen. 

The.Inhabitants of Dzeppe have 

traded long upon theſe. Coaſts, an 1 
were 'grown. ſo cunning. at, their 
Trade, they had four the way of: 
mingling this Pepper with that of 
the 72dtes, before it was grown ſo 
common , and the Portugars had 
diſcovered the Tſland of St. T7ho-# 
2145,and from thence diffuſed them- 
ſclvesall over Guinee, by which it 
appears 
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appearswe Traded there formerly, 
andevery thing contributfs to con- 
firm it, for befides the Grand Sefter, 
which retaines till the name of P4- 
ris, that little language they ſpeak 
intelligibly is French : They call 
not Pepper Sextos with the Port4- 

ls, nor Grain with the Hollander, 
os Malaguette with -us,and if a -/ 
Veſſel at any time comes in, when 
their ſalutations are over, they cry 
out as loud as they can, Malegwerte 
rout plein, tout plein, tant 4 terre de 
Malagaette, which is French they 
learned fromus, and nothing elſe. 
If they mect any of their friends 
from a different place, they take 


of © one another by the upper part of 


the arm, and ftretching them out, 
they cry Toma, then they come to 
'Þ the clboe,and graſping ithard they 


0. Rery Toma again ; and at laſt catch- 


#ing one another by the fingers, as I 
have obſerved at Ris-Sextos, they 
E make 
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makethem-ſnapp.as they did there, 
crying ont Exfa Nemate, Enfa Ne- 
mate. Which the«More that yo" 
Dwutch,interpreted to us, and told us 
it was no more then, My dear friend 
how, is it, all that 1 have ts at your 
ſervice, even to my life it ſelf. From 
which very complement we. may 
conclude the language is more ele- 
gant then we imagine, to one that 
underſtands it. 


THE COAST 
O F 


ELEPHANTS TEETH, 


N Friday morning he 11th 

of February, we weigh'd an- 

chor before Goyanc, and fieercd 2 
South-Eaſt courſe, to double the 
Cape de Palmes,and avoid the Rocks! 
which incompaſs it, which we con-| 
- tinued 
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tiaued for a while, and came at laſt 
to an anchor beforeGrova,which is 
the firſt place upon theTeerh-Coaft. 

This (ape is denominated from 
the Palme-trees,which doc fhadow 
it on all fides near the Sea, it riſes in 
ſeveral hills, covered all over-with 
theſe kind of Trees,and lyes in four 
degrees and ten minutes of Nor- 
thern latitude, and twelve and a 
half of longitude Eaſtward. | 

The Coaſt alſo takes its name 
from the vaſt quantity of Elephants 
teeth ſold there, which is ſo great, 
thatchough'all the Ships that are 
bound for Ardres or the 1Mize, doe 
paſs that way, yet they ſeldome or 
never have any Merchandiſc left, 
which they bring thither to ex- 
change. 

It extends it ſelf four and twenty 


268 leagues, from the Cape de. Palmes to 


- tothcRiver d Aſene,where the Gol. 
dex Coaft begins, and contains theſe 
E 23 places 
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places upon the Seca: Crova, Tabs, | 
Petit-tabo, Grand-drouin,T ao, Kio S. 
Anare, Giron, Petit-drouin, Bortron, 
Cap la hou, F acques ls hou, Vallochk, 
and Gomma, where the ordinary 
trade is, where we {ſpent ſeventeen 
dayes, without any conſiderable ac- 
cident, unleſs it be that which hap- 
pen'd at Cap /z how. 

On Saturday the 26th. being at 
anchor there, the Scamen diſcove- 
red a Ship making towards us with 
full fayl; we imagin'd at firſt it 
might be the Enzliſh Privatier the 
More had given us notice of at R19- 
Sengnin;we weighed anchor imme- 
diately, and made as faſt towards 
him; having pur out our Frexch co- 
lours, which he ſaluted with a vol- 
ley of Canon, and hung out the co- 
loars of Ho/l:nd,which we gratify'd 
with another. He ſent forth his ſhal-! 
lop :forthwith -to diſcover us, and'|; 
gthough he which commanded 

Ul» 
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underſtood very well the greateſt 
part of ourEquipage wereFl/emings, 
he could not be perſwaded aboard 
us, but return'd ; a while after, the 
ſhallop came to us again, bringing 
theirLicutenant along,who came a- 
board, was civilly recieved, & ſtaid 
with us two hours;and in the mean 
time, this little Veſſel of Brittainie 
(though commanded by aZelanier, 
and was not above x00 Tunn)made 
like a Pinnace with 8 guns, and 40 
men)ſayled round about our Veflcl, 
the Captain making his Drums 
and his Trumpets {ound all the 
while, with a thouſand other often» 
tations of joy. He told us for news,. 
that at his departure from F/uſh- 
ing, he came out with 26 other 
Privatiers in his company, bvt 
that they were diſpers'd ina Storm, 

# and he heard nothing of them 
& fince: that as he was entring into 
Sierra Leone, he found the litt'e 
& 1  Veſfil 
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Veſſel we ſaw as we came out, who 
complained; 'that the Engliſh man 
which we had impriſoned and ran- 
fom'd again, had ſiezed his long 
boat or {hallop, with nine of his 
men, whilſt they were fiſhing, and 
that the ſame Porru2als we had tra- 
ded withall, had aſliited them ; 
whereupon he thought himſelf ob. 
liged to vigdicate himfelf,and did it 
fo effectually,that he beat the houſe 
down with his great Guns, killed 
{eycral of the Mores which defended 
it,and reſcued his nine men,paying 
three thouſand weight of Ivory for | 
their Ranſome, which had not 
been done, had not the Moyes, up- 
on the approach of theſe twoShips, 
carryed them all into the Woods ; 
we gave him a Collation, and 
then he took his leave. About | 
midnight, the Captain himſelf | 
came "aboard us to drink and | 
be merry with our Officers , 
| but | 
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but he told us no'more then his 
Lieutenant, only this, that the 
M#hres who were by us when we 
weigh'd, anchor to meet tifm, had 
come to him, and told him,ini theſe 
words, If yow be Engliſh,you muſt run 
for it,but if Dutch,youare ſafe enough. 
After which they all. clapt- them- 
{clves down cloſe in their Canves,to 
attend what would follow, and in 
caſe we had fought, and one of us 
been ſunk ;* to have had the bene- 
fit of the pillage: At his departure 
we gave tn tres Guns for a fare> 
well, which he repayed exaaly 
when he got aboard; we gave him 
a Cheeſe, two Barrels of Powder, 
and four Bullets, he told ushe was 
bound for the 2ne,from thence to- 
Ardres, to Capolopo and Gonſalves, 
and that ifhe met with no prize 
there, he would go unto thelfles;but 
we heard afterwards at thelfle-of S. 
Thomas, that .he* pafs'd by *here 

E 4 with 
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with 400 Negroes,which he had ta- 
ken about the Cap de Lopes, out of 3 
Veſkels, which had put in there for 
freſh fwt-water,; the firſt yeilded | 
without any rcfiftance, the other 
baving loft his maine maſt,he ſunk 
to the bottom. | 

. - The ſame day the AMores percet- 
xing we were friends, came aboard 
us 'again, to finiſh their Markets, 
which bcing done, the next we ſct 
ſayle for the Golden Oy. | 
- This Countrey . produces a great | 
quantity of Rice,Peaſc, Beans, Ber- | 
rys, Citrons, Qranges, Cochonuts, | 
&c. Behides which the Natives | 
brought ns Suger-Canes aboard, of | 
a very confiderable bigneſs.” Tis one | 
of the beſt Countreys in Gurnee, the | 
Hills and the Valleys are admira- | 


ble, the great Rocks of Mountains, 3 
which are red, with the conſtant 


verdure of the Trees wherewith ® 
they are covered, by the variation i} 
| = of 
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of Colours make delicious proſpeR: 
But even of theſe places the Grand 
Drouin, and the R.o S. Andre arc: 
the beſt. | 

The Grand Drouin is ſituate in 
the midſt of a little River, which 
winds about a little Iſland betwixt 
2 Mountains;it isencompaſs'd with 
excellent Meadows, and is walh'd 
ſo gently by the-water, you would 
think it was affraid to come near it. 

Rio S. Andre of all' Africk ts the 
| propercſt place for building, the 
River of the ſame name, runs up 
far into the Countrey, and not far 
* from the place where it falls into 
| the Seca, it divides its ſelf into two 
# branches,one runningNorth-Weſt, 
and the other Eaft : It is bordered; 
on both fides with very fair Trees, 
environed with fine Meadows and 
1 Fields, and is deep enough to car- 
| rya Yacht an indifferent way up. 
$ The Rock at the Sea fide, atthe 
| Ty mouth 
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mouth of the River, is three hun- 


dred paces in circumference the 
top, which being flat, commands 
all che Countrey about it without 


any conteſt, *Tis very ſteep to- | 
wa-ds the Seca, and on the Eaſt. | 
fide, and:indeed inacceflible, unleſs. | 
by the River on the Weſt, which | 


makes it ſo near being an Iſland, 


that the cutting but of r5 paces of | 
earth, would make it one entirely ;; Þ 


On all other fides it-is encompals'd: 


with Rocks under water , upon | 


. w-h even @ {hallop would be loſt:: 
The freſh water which comes out 


of a Fountain at the footof a large: 


Mountain, which covers this Rock 
on the North-fide, may be defen.-. |} 
ded from thence with the ſhot of a 
Faucony; and the Towns of Perit- 
Drouin, Tas, and Grona, are atno 


{ 
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| 


greater diſtance then the Grand: | 
Prouin,” which is only one league 
8nd no more : From the top of this 

Ro S 
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Rock Giroz maybe: diſcerned on 
the. Eaft, built-uponthe fide of a de+ 
licate large Meadow, and Tabo on 
the Weſt at the end of afair Cam- 
pagnia, planted up-and down with 
curious Woods,. which run up'a- 


| good way intothe Countrey, and 
terminate at the foot of ſeveral 


great Mountains,. which are vift- 
ble from thence. | 
Saturday the 9th of Febrnnry we 


{ came to an anchor; and took in 


freſh watcrall the reft of the day,. 
as well as on the Sunday and cM1nn- 
day following, which gave me op» 
ortunity of' conſidering theſe fol- 
owing - obſervations : The water 
we took inat this place ſerved us: 
almoſt till we came at the Iſle of S. 
Thomas: The: Fountain is very 
pure; but being ſhadow'dby a large 
Tree, at the fall of theleave, when 
they fall into theFountain, they ren- 
der it ſomcthing black for a time, 
Upon 
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Upon theſe /Coafts.they have 
grear quantities-of Bullocks,Goats, 
Kids, Hoggs, and Dear, which arc 
ſocheep, one may buy a-good Beef: 
. of them for a douzain of- knives of 
' about twenty pence, and a good 
Roe Buck for the ſame price. | 

The People are well made , 
ſtcong, luſty, their limbs large 
and fat, but their looks auſtere and 
dreadfull, and 'tis reported they do 
cat the Whites* I never. heard of 
any houſe bujlt by the Europeans 
in theſe parts where they land but 
very rarely, and have as littlc to 
do with theq-as they can. 

"Tis not above thirteen: or four- 
teen-years ago, inde fourteen Hol- 
landers were killed, \and caten at 
Ris S. Anare, as they were taking in | 
freſh water, without any occation 
of quarrel ;. for which reaſon, we 
went alwayes we'l armed, and 
were alwayes upon our guard. | 


The ; 
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The common people wear only 
a linnen cloth beforgybut: the Gran- 
dces and Noblcs of 'the | Countrey 
are conſpicuous by a kind of Man- 
tle they wrap about them, and a 
Ponyard by their ftdes. They are 
great lovers of great heads of hair, 
which-they breid for one another 
very: handſomly, and then bind 
them up upon their heads, but the 
Womens hair they uſually cut. 
The women of Giron, and Pet:t- 
Drowin, had the curiofity to come 
and look upon us as we were take- 
ing-in water, and to bring their 
daughters atong with them, the 
liniaments and features of their [a- 
ces were fo juft and regular, .that 
( bate them the unhappineſs of 
their complexion they were abſo- 
lute beauties: Amongſt fiſty of them 
which 1 ſaw, there was not any fat 
or tall, wheras on the contrary,not 
one of a hundred:amongf the mzn 
but 
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but are. both : The women have 


only a cloth before, and the leaſt 
covered | obſerved any where upon: 


thoſe Coaſts ; if there be any thing 


befides their colour amiſs in their 
faces, it is, that they threaten re-- 
venge and miſchief a little too- 
- much. When they come aboard. 


any Ship, the Captain of it muſt 


come to them,and it is their cuſtom 
whiltt they have one foot upon. 


their Cawoe, and the other upon the 
Ship, holding by one hand upon 
the Rope, they dip the other in the: 


Sea, and throw their handfull upon: 
his head; which is intended as 2: 


great inſtance of kindneſs and} ami- 
ty, and in this they are ſo perti- 


natiouſly -— game; without 


it they will never be forc'd nor 


. perſwaded to enter any Ship : and. 


when they would affirm any thing 
with more vehemence.than ordi- 
nary, they uſe the ſame ceremony: 


They 
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They are ſo diffident and diftruſt- 
ſull, they will never be got with 
all rhe art can be uſed,cither under 
deck, or into any of the. Cabains, 


' which the Moyes of all other parts, 


would do very freely. 

They have agreat fancy for brace- 
lets of Tron, withrings and bells up- 
en them, with which kind of Gal- 
lantry, moſt of their arms,and legs, 
are plentifully furniſh'd; they have: 
great ſtore of Mulettoes among: 
them. 

We could not underſtand their 
language,nor they ſpeak one word 
of Portugais : When: they came 
firſt aboard us, they cryed Qua,. 
Onu4, Qua, which we found after- 
wards to be as much as, you are 
welcome, Of good morrow; for which 


reaſon the Hollanders. have given 


the name of Q#4qua to a good part 
of this Coaft :: they made great uſe 
of. that word, eſpecially if their - 
Gutts.had-bzen.falled. The 
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The Commoditics which this 


Countrey yeilds, are Elephants 
tecth, ſo large ſometimes, that they 
weigh 200-weight a piece,and then 
they are worth 10000 livers: If we 


may credit thoſe that live on the 


Gold (coaſt, which arc their Neigh- 
bours, they have fo great number 
of Elephants, that they are forc'd 
for their ſecurity againſt them, to 


make their houſes under ground : 


They kill as many of them as they: 
can : but that which accommo- 
dates them with ſo many tecth, is, 
that the Elephants doe thed them 
every three year, as the Staggs doe 
their Horns.,,, 

This Countfey affords likewiſe 


good ſtore of Cotton, of which they - 


make a pritty ſort of tuff, trip'd 
with white, and blew, about three 
quarters broad, and three or four 
cls long, which is much valued a- 
mongſt them, and ſold afterwards 

at 
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at a good rate upon the Gold Coat, 
to cover their Peſantry there... 

- They have Gold. amongſt them 
likewiſe undoubtedly, for without 
any Commerce or communication 
with their Neighbours, they bind 
up their hair for the moſt part with 
hair laces of Gold very curiouſly 
mads;l made aſign to one of them, 
to know which way they came by 
it, and he ſhow'd- me the great 
Mountaines up the Countrey afar 
off, and fign'd to me from thence. 
for which reaſon,' he ' that ſhould 
make. further diſcovery. of -theſe 
parts, would queſtionleſs encoun- 
ter many rarities, and. without a+ 
ny great. difficulties, in regard 
the Countrey conſiſts for the moſt 

art of Plaines. . The Inhabitants 

ere are more afraid off -hre armes/ 
then of all the inventions in &#i- 
wee. 


' The 26 of February we weigy'd GC) 
£0 ancnor 
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anchor, and continuing our courſe 
all Sunday, about evening we made 
the Golden Coeff, and ftood to it 
directly. Wy 


COSTE I OR, 
OR THE | 
GOLD COAST, 


with a Relation of our occur- 
rences there. 


© day the laft of February, 
we came to an anchor, at 
teen fathom low water,at 4577, 
the firſt place upon the Gold Coa#: 
The Countrey thereabouts is very 
low : the Town is ſeated upon the 
mouth of a River of that name, 
which runs up North-Weſt a- 
mongft theHills,andSouth into the 
Sea,we ſtay'd there 3 days bartring 
for Gold-Sand. | 
| The 
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The 4th of March we paſt before 
Albiani, Tabo; and- other Towns, 
upon that Coaſt: The Countrey 
there is but low likewiſe, very full 
of Trees, but noRiver at all: Thoſe 
Canoes which came aboard us ha- 
ving aſſured us, they had no Gold, 
we gavethem the goby,and paſt on. 
We thought to have doubled 
the (ape of Apollonia that night, but 
two of their Caves coming up to 
us, and promiſing fair, we belcived 


' them and caft anchor. 


The next day ſome of their 
Canoes brought ſome Gold, which 
we bought of them, though it was 
not much : This Cape throws it 
ſelf a far into the. Sea, and raifing 
it ſelf by degrees into Hills, and 
then into a Mountain, makes no 
unpleaſant proſpect. But it is of no 
good acceſs, the Sea beating fo 
violently upon it, there is great 
danger in approching:We weigh'd 

anchor 
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anchor again that night, but the 
weather being calme, we could n6t 
reach prhrins, 47 Sunday. in the 
aſternoon, at which time we came 
to an anchor. | 

Axime is a Fort belonging to the 
Hzllanders, (ome twelve leagues di- 
ſtant from the Cape Apollonia,lituate 
upon the fide of a River, which 
runs up Northward alſo into the 
Countrey, and abounds with Gold- 
Sand, which is cfteem'd the beſt of 
all that Coaft. Its banks are higher 
than either L677, or Cape Apollo- 
zia : Before this place we ſtay d all 
Sunday and AMunday,but perceiving 
the Dutch obſtructed the Mores 
coming aboard us, we weigh'd an- 
chor on Tweſday, and doubled the 
Cape de Tres-Puntas, ſo called from 
three Mountains: which appear fo 
atadiftance, and by the conveni- 
ence of their poſition, do make :wo 
little, but convenient Bayes. - 
| ; 4 gs In 
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In the afternoon we appear'd 
before Botrow, which. is another 
little Fort belonging to the Hollan- 
der, fituate beyond the Cope upon 
aneminence, at whoſe foot runs a 
brook that is not unpleaſant: We 
ſtay'd here as long as we had any 
Trade, and departed the 1 1th. be- 
ing Friday: 

We weigh'd anchor at that 
time, and came to anchor again 
betwixt Saconae and Takorai,about 
fix leagues diſtant from Botrou,they 
arc {cated amongſt the Mountains, 
which lean as it were upon the 
banks of the River they lyc ſo near 
it ; at which place, we received 
Letters from the Governour of 
Frederisbourg, not far from Cape 
Corſe, offring us his road ('if we 
pleaſed ) in conſideration of the 
alliance betwixt France and Dezr- 
mark , deſiring us alſo to ſecure 
ſome ofhis Merchandiſe for him. 

E: Wwe 


"We remained there Fri4ay and 
Satwrday,and it was no ſmall trou- 
ble to me to ſce an antient Fort 

- Which had been formerly ours, in 
its ruines and rubbiſh ; it was at 
Takorai, upon.a Mountain which 
commanded the whole Gountrey, 
the fides of it ſpake it but barren, 
being quite naked of either Trees 
or Graſs, and the ſtone of a reddifh 
complexion. 

On Sunday the 23th.we weigh'd 
anchor, and intwo hours appear'd 
in the road de {omendo, whole In- 
habitants are greater lovers of the 
French, than of any other Emurope- 
«ns: The Town( that may confiſt 
of about a hundred houſes) is built 
on the Sca-fide, and watered by a 
Rivulet, which falling into the Sca 
likewiſe on the Sourh, forms a prit- 
ty Channel and Harbour for C- 
noes, and Shallops : The Eaft-fide 
lyes low, but the Weſt riſes into a 


hill, 
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kill, which -being, flat a top, 
is very convenient to, build upon. - 
The houſe appertaining formerly 
to the French, ftands upon the 
North-end of the Town, which 
runs up into the Countrey, and rai- 
ſes it ſelf into little hills by degrees, 
at whoſe feet there are very fair 
Fields, and Meadows, planted up 
and down with variety of fruit. 
The Mores which came aboard 
us,, Were in great anxiety and dil- 
order to reſolve which way they 
{ſhould ſignifie their joy. Their 
King held his Court ſome four 
leagues.frem us in the Town de 


fg. 
& Grand Comendo,. he ſent .us- freſh 
It meat, and. other preſents, invited 


us a ſhore ro his Court, proffer'd us 
all the commodities af the Town, 
and ſent us word, that he had re- 
tus'd a banner which walkembourg 
(who was General for the Hollax- 
der at the 2ſine) had ſent him, and. 
retura'd 
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return'd him this- anſwer; That 
the (ountrey had been alwayes in the 
Pofeſron of the French , and that 
they only ſhould be welcome thither. 

We returned him many thanks, 
ſent him our preſents, and ftay'd 
where we were to the 16.0f arch, 
and then ſet ſayl for Frederisbourgh, 
and came before the Caſtle of 
Mine before night : we found three 
Veſſels in that road, but not conſi- 
derable. This Caftle I ſhall fa 
nothing of being ſo famous bork 
ſor its lituation, the commiodity of 
its Harbour and Fort,and the great 
Trade which is drove there- 

Two hours after we paſt before 
Cape Corſe, where the Engliſh haye' 
a very ftrong Fort, which made re- 
fiſtance to all the Dutch Fleet,under 
the command of du Ruiter. The 
Harbour is very ſafe, and the Caftle 
fortifyed with three Batteries, one 
above the other : The Town -— 

its 
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liſts -of more than 2oo houſes, -in 
the middle of which there is daily 
kept fo conſiderable a Market, that 
it1s eminent for its pleaty all over 
thoſe Coaſts. 

At length about 3 hours after wo 
came before Freder;sboure, and (a- 
luting the Governour with 5 Guns, 
he retumed our civility with 3, 
which we again requited with one. 

The Caftle of © that name was 
built by the Dazes, in aſfittanteto 
the Mores, aſter they were beaten 
from (ape Corſe by the Dutch, 
which was taken from them again 
by the Exeliſb, with the affiſtance 
of the Dane, and as mark of their 
Jintereſt, he retains a great houſe at 
the end of the Town, with a' Dax 
niſh Officer and Garriſon, and the 
colours of Denmark ſet out upon 
the top on't. Slay oF: 

Frederisbourgh is (cated upon £ 
* Ibigh Mountain, which runs up 
_ E , into 
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intoa point : The whole circuit of | 
it amounts not-to 300 paces, and 
commands all about it, even (ape 
Corſe it ſelf, which is not above 
Muſquet ſhot from it : The forme 
ofthe Plott upon which it 15 built 
1s-round, but the. Fort triangular, 
fortifycd with three Baſtions, one 
of them playes Southward upon 
the Road; the other Weſt ward up- 
on''/Cape: Corſe,, and the third to- 
wards :the' Fort ' de* Naſſau or at 
Monreitothe Eaft. The toot of this 
Mountain'{which is not above 100 
rene cannot be aſcended 
rbhigaing about ) 1s compalſs'd 
by:houſes which the Adores have 
bodtehdt inhabit there. 
-: Wewere no ſooner at anchor, 
but we xlifpatch'd one immediately 
withuourcomplementto the Gene- 
ral, called Henry Datbreckhe, a 
Homburger borne ; he was but a 
lim: man of his perſon, but _ 
an 
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and brisk,' and yet: courteous with- 
all, witt enough; andvery civil. 

He ſent his Secretary aboard us, 
by name of Daſſe of Amſterdam,who 
had been there fix years ; he came 
ing Came; condutted by 8 Slaves, 
which ſang and ranted all-along as _ 
they row'd; whiclr it ſeems is the 
cuſtom when they bring any 
Whites with them,and before they 
put them aboard,” they row three 
times about | the : Veſlel,” with as 
much force andiexpedition as'they 
can row. As he enter d,we gave him 
3 Guns, and ſpent therelt of that 
day and night in his entertainment: 
This night \we 'had the greateft 
ſtorme we had-ſecn all our voyage, 
inſo much, we were oblig'd to catt 
out our greateſt anchor, but it ceafÞ 
at laſt,and the next day having lay- 
ed by ſuch:commodities as this Ge- 
neral had defired, he 'took bis leave 
| and returned. - . '4. 7 vo 755: |: 
Fa On 
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-:\-On Satardey morning,our Nota: 
-ry going aſhore with the Merchans 
diſc he deſired, they ſhot from Cape 


«Corſe at our ſhallop, and the bullet | 
Fell within fix or ſeven foot of them: | 
The - Governour+oÞ »Frederisbourg þ 


immediately fared a great Gun. up- | 


onthe Caſtle, and the bullet fell at Þ 


the foot of the ſecond Battery, to| 
which they replied, but withoutÞ 
balls,feeing the General took us in-þ 
to his prote&tion, and aſter:thatu.|. 
ſed:no a& of hoſtility more. ' Thek 
zeaſon was, becauſe, though ther; 
be. war declared betwixt Englani 
and Denmark, upon the Hollander, 
accgunt, yet the Generals of theſ: 
evo Forts have: made-an amicab 
. agreement, to commit nothing a 
tHoftility Letwixt themſelves, and 
-jt:is ſo puncually: obſerved, the 
-Sonldiers- of : both Garriſons.mect 
daily, cating -and drinking tog 
ther at their picalures! _ -: k. 
z.\# 4 ng 
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The two and twentieth I went on 
ſhore my ſelf, & was receiv'd with 
all civillity, and very 'good cheer 
by the General, he enquired of me 
what news, I anſwered him in La- 
tin, which he ſpake very well, but 


no French at all: I underſtood from 


tim, that the Kings of that Coun- 
trey had been at wars four years, 
which was a great impediment to 
their Trade; that we ſhould find 
three Engliſh Veſlels in - Ardres 
road, that he was obliged to 
ſend provifions to Chriftiansbourgh, 
where the war was yet ſo hot, all 
that Countrey lay unmanured : in 
ſhort, I was ſo much engaged to 
him, . that upon ſeveral occaſions 
which 1 had to. converſe with him, 
he us'd all means to fatishe my cu- 
riofity, and to inftrut' me in ths 

manners of the Countrey. 
All the reft of that month, and 
the . four firitdayes of April, we 
F 3 ſpent 
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ſpent in traffique, and on the filth 
we diſcern'd a Petach paſſing to- 
wards the 445ne, with a great ſhal- 
lop full ofSouldiers which theDs7ch 


General ſent to Cormentin, a Fort | 
which belongs to them:we were ut- Z 


D 


terly ignorant of the deſign, bur | 
were told afterwards by the Aores, | 
that the Governour of that Fort © 


ral of his Souldiers to drink and be 
merry CO the beſt Palm- 
wine in «Africk ) 


him, by the King of that Countrey, 


in whoſe dominions Cormenrtiin ® 


ſtood, and that two of them en- 


deavouring to defend themſelves, 


were killed : the ground of this 
InfurreFion was this; The King 
of Fantin having ingaged himſelf 
to the Englifh at Cepe-Corſe, to put 
them again into. pofleflion of hat 
Fort, had given them his Son in 
hoftage, 


being goun to Anembon with ſeve- * 


ad becn ſeized | 
upon, and all his company with | 


on” ca 2» ed a oo co .uU 
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hoſtage, and defiring to have him 
reſtor'd, and the- Exgliſh refufing 
till his Articles were perform'd, he 
had ſeized upon the- Governour, 
and 4 other Hollanders, with defign 
to exchange them for his Son. 

Thurſday the 7th of April, we 
had news that the Controuler ge- 
neral of Holland was killed at Axime, 
and the Mores of thoſe parts had un- 
animouſly declared for the Engliſh. 

That day we arreſted two Ares 
in our ſhip, and kept them priſo- 
ners, to ſecure a debt due to us front 
two Merchants on ſhore ; they 
continued two days with us, but 
the Denmark General interpoling, 
we gave them their liberty, and 
were paid by the Merchants with- 
in eight days afterward, 

On Good-Friday the 8th of 4- 
pril, we weighed anchor in order 
to our paſſage to Emiacham, a Town 
about four leagues diſtance from 

F 4 Fre- 
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Freder;sbourg,who gave us bis guns 
when we went off, and we return'd 
ours in requital. We fail'd by 
Moare,where the Fort of Nafanis, 
which bclongsto the Hollanders, & | 
is ſome two leagues and a half from: |: 
the Caflle of the Mine. This fort | 
is fcituate upon @ Rock, flank'd' | 
with four Baſtions, the Sea waſhes 
the ſoot of it, and the Town of * 
AMorre(which conſiſts of about two: [2 - 
hundred houſes ) encompalſſth it 7 
about on all fides but towards the |: 
Sea: it holds of the King of Acanis- |; 
petit, as well as the Town of come, *: 
which is not above a quarter of a 
league from it, on the Sea-fide too. ! 
- In the afternoon we came to an * 
anchor hefore Eniacham, where the ® 
Engliſh have a little Fort upon a-} 
little Eminence, about fix hundred | 
paces within land : near which the | 
King of Sabow has a Town, of | 
whom Emnacham holds likewiſe. 

| . We 
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We ſaluted the Fort with 3 Guns, 
which they return'd immediately- 
On Eaſter day the tenth of 4pr:4, 
the Aores brought us good ftore of 
their Palme-Wine, and aflured 
us their Merchants would come 
down the next day, and bring us 
gold cnough : On Aunaday the 
ſent us a Fricaſſee ofPhllers;(which, 
they dreſs as weltas in Frexce, as T 


- ſhall mention: hereafter ) and ac- 


quainted us, that -the King of 
Fantins Souldiers had entred Sabou 
in the night, killed four men, & ta- 


3 ken ſeveral Prifoners. Upon which 


a |} the Town of Sabow had ſcnt away 


their Wives and Children, and pur 
themſelves in arms: We ſmelt 
their defign, and reſolved to return . 
that night to Frederisboure,, having 


Z nothing to do at Cormentjiy, be. 
 Cavſe of the Hollanders; nor ar. 


Akara, by reaſon of the wars that” 
King had with Tacara. | 
'S From 
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and about nine a cl 


From Eniacheam we could ce 
Cormentin, but not diſtinguiſh the | 
Fortifications by reaſon of the di- 
Kance : It is fituate upon a Hill, 
and belongs to the Hoilapders,who | 
have a houſe at Fartin allo, and |: 
another at Nemaben, a Town in |: 
the ſame King 


On Tweſdey in the aſternoon we | 
ſet fayle for Frederisboure, by the 
benetit of a North wind from the |: 
Hills, which blows conſtantly on |: 
thisCoaſt from midnight till noon, |? 
Wwe came 10 y 
ananchor aggin: We ftay'd there" 
till we had pur off all oyr commos- : 
dities, .and then away for, the Iſle | 
of Sat Thomas, having been two 3 
months upon the | Golden Coaft : 
and forty dayes in Fredericbourg. | 
road, where | went on ſkore again, 
to inform my ſelf more particular« | 
TY the Manners and Cuſtoms. of | 
theTnhabitants of the ET 

I ' 
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I had the good fortune toſece the 
mokſt of their curioſities, and to fa- 
tisfic and inform my {cIfof the reſt 
from the General, the Miniſtzr,- 
and the Mores of Prederisbourg,. 
who all of them ſpake Portwgeic. 


— 


The Deſcription of the 2h 
GOLDEN COAST. 


E Golden Coalt licy' be- 
ewixt four degrees and'a half, 


and fix an1 a half of Northern lati- 
tude, and betwixt T7 and 20-of lon- 
itude Eaſt : it has taken. its name: 
romithe vaſt quantity of Gold is: 


| brought yearly from:thence.,as well 


from their Mines,. as the Sand irs - 
their Rivers, and contains (beſides. 
the places above mentioned) Rezow, 

Ronate, and Akara, which lye more. 
tothe Eaſt; its extent is a hundred 
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and. thirty leagues: The. bank of 
bini, which is but low in Ax- 
ime, riſes near Achems to a Moun- . 
tain, and thea humbling it ſelf to 
(ape Corſe, it raiſes it ſelf again, 
and continues ſo the reſt of the 
Coaſt; the circumference compre- 
hending the in-land Countrey and 
all, contains about - four hundred ; 
leagues, divided into the King- ? 
d6mes of ' 45bini,, Axime, (omenda, | 
Fetu, Acanis-Petit, Sabou, Fantin, 
Akgra, and the Scignories of 4- | 
brambou and. Takara, all which de- 
pend upon the King of Acaris | 
le grand, who is called Akin, | 
( whoſe Imperial Town 3s. fitu- 
ate 190 leagues Northward of the 
Mine ) and may be called an 
Emperour. 1 


of 
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Of the Stature-axd Proportion of the 
People of. this Countrey, of their 
Wit, I; c.ination, Inauftry, and 
Habits. 

He Inhabitants of the Golden 
Coaſt' are handbme, and 
well-proportioned, they have no- 
thing Miarecedls m their Coun- 
tenance, but the blackneſs of their 
Complexion ; ſome of them have 


flattiſh.noſes, and all of them little 


| ears;their eyes are quick and ſpark- 


ling, but above all, their teeth as 
white as Iyory,of which they have 
a particular care, and for their con- 
ſervation, are perpetually champ- 
ing a certain wood which grows 
ia the kingdome of A4ranis, which 
has a peculiar quality of making 
them white, of preſerving their 
gums, and preventing any black- 
ne(s or rottenneſs.in them. hough 

their 
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their beards appear not ſo foon as 
ours, yet they affet them exceed- 


ingly, and their Grandees and ' 
Officers wear them very long upon. 
their chins, and ſome of them like }! 
the Capuchins with us. Their skin. 
is black indeed , but fmooth and 
delicate, without hair, but as. 
they grow old, their blackneſs. 
teflens, and their hair which is 
ſhort, black, and frizell'd, grows 
grizled by degrees. 
Their Stomachs are generally 
fo hot, they do not only Gives alt 
kind of meats that are roaſted or | 
boyled, but raw likewiſe; and 


fome there are among them which F} 


prefer that tothe other. 

They are great lovers of cleanti- 
neſs, and watt themſelves dayly to 
prevent Vermin , rubbing after- 
ward with oyt of Palmes. They 
arc not at all aſhamed of their nu- 
dity,. but they have ſo great an ab-- 

horrency 
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horrency and dcteſtation of belch- 
ing, or any ſuch thing, that they 
will ſooner die than doi ; and if 
it happcnsatany time they be in 
 thecompany of any Europeazs that 
'F, are guilty of it, they run out of the 

'. room immediately , making the 
. F - horribleſ faces imaginable. _. 

| They have a great dealof wit, 
are ſolid in thcjr judgements, cun- 
ning, ard ſo dexterous and quick, 
one necd never ſhew them the: 
fame thing twicd.: they are lyers to. 
the higheſt degree, their memory 
tranſcendent, and though they can 
neither write nor read, = they 
manage theirT rade with the.great- 
_. eſt exa&anels : they never diſpute 
the commands which are laid upory 
them : you ſhall havea Merchanc 
negotigting and managing 4 Marks. 
of gold for zo ſeveral perſons,crery:” 
icylar man defiring five or fix 
LEyeral Commodities, which he 
TY performs 
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performs without hafitation or 
miſtake. 

Their addreſs appears abun- 
dantly by their dexterity in their 
Commerce, they are all of them 
given to pilfering, covetous to 
that point, eſpecially to the 
Whites, that they think they do 
a mighty a&, if they preſentthem 
with a little fruit : they are 
drunken , luxurious, and much 
ſubje& to the Lnes Yexerea, which 
is no ſcandal amongft them : they 
are but ill paymaſters, and fſatishe 
their debts with great difficulty 
and unwillingneſs : they aro great 
enemies to cold weather, and 
endure it with much impatience : 
ſo proud, that their Merchants, 
( who are all of them Nobles,Cap- 
tains, or other great Officers. ) 
march up and down the Streets 
with their eyes- fix'd upon the 
ground, not youchſating ſo much 
a5 


» 
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25 a glance upon the common peo- 
ple.: behind them they:have-con- 
ftantly a Slave with a'chair in his 
hand, that they may fit down 
when they pleaſe, it being thought 
dilhonourable:to be too long upon 
their leggs ; they never anſwer any 
ordinary perſon, but with p_—_ 
_ perciliouſneſs, and never ſpeak to- 
thembut with great Majeſty: to 0- 
ther people they are civil —_ 
and pay very much reſpect to the 
Whites, eſpecially if they be Of- 
ficers, to whom they never ſpeak. 
but with their hat in their hand. 
The ſureft way of gaining their af- 
fe&tion,is to be civil to them which 
they value more- than any other 
thing one can do. 

Though the manner of their 
habits be much different from ours 
yet they are as curious and as 
proud'in them, as the beſt of us. 
When their Officers or Mer 


chances 
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chants walking the Streets, or are 
in tranſaction with Stranger, | 
they take a piece ofSilk, Taffaty,or 
fine Indian Damask, about two or 
threc Ells long, which they tyc a- 
bout their waſte, and afterwards 
bringing it betwixt their thighs, 
they let the two ends hang down 
before and behind almoſt to the 
ground. Sometimes they wrap 0- 
theg Stuffs about them, from their 
breaſt to their mid logs, of elſe 
throw it over their ſhoulders liks 
2Maatle. 

They order their hair in ſeveral 
ways;but rich,and poor,and all,are 
very curious in adjuſting it hand- 
ſomely, and inventing new modes 
and gallantriesto adorn it, it being 
the enly buſineſs almoſt which 
gives their women "imployment. 
Moft of them dave hats, ſome of 
Straw, ſome of the Bark of trees, 
ſome of Goats-skin,but their Slaves 

are 
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arc. diſtinguiſh'd by. going bate- 
headed :. they trim themſelves up 
with diversNecklaces.of Reſede,and 
Bracelets, which, they. beautific 
with little works of Gold, in ho- 
nour to their God, after they have 
muttered out ſome of their Prayers 
ovcrit: they have Rings or Jewels 
upcn the {mall of their Leggs, or 
clſc a ſtring, of Coraile, of the bark 
ofthe Tree, under which they pay 
worſhip to their Fetiches. 

Though. they love exceedingly 
to be ſpruce. yet, they are good 
houſe- wives of their cloths, never 
put on their fmery but upon ſome 
uch extraordinary occaſion as I 
have mentioned,and then whip and 
off with them again as ſoon as they 
come home, my them up care- 
fully, and putting them into cheſts, 


which they buy of the Europeans 
&, 


for that pu where they lye 


inuge till ſome new opportunity 
brings 
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brings them abroad again:  Never- ® 
theleſs from the King:to the'Cob- . 
ler they affe& change of apparel, | 
to-make themſelves more confide- 
rable, and that more or leſs accord- 
ing to their riches or gains. And 
yet for all this inthe main they are 
frugal. enough , will buy nothing 
that is ſuperfluous, but-what they 
dobuy, let it be tuff, or any thing 
| bp will be ſarc it- be laſting 
and goed, or they will be ſure to 
have none of it, for all ſlight things 
they laugh at and deſpiſe. 


. - Of the Women, their genious, 
humonr, and habits. 


HE Women: upon theſe 
Coaſts are gencrally well 
ſhap'd alfo, but ſome of them arc 
little, and ſome great and corpu- 
lent: the young Women do place 
| their principal care upon. the 
| whitening 


— 
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whitening their teeth, and; adorh- 
ing their hair. © - 11 / 

They have witt enough, good 
mine, honeſt, and obliging, but 
much more curteous then the 
men ; they are very grave, addicted 
to frugality in their houſes, but 
to pompe and oftention abroad : 
But their laſciviouſneſs is above 
all, which tliey ſuck as it were 
with their milk, playing hoyty- 
royty among: the young fellows 
ftarke naked. There' are but-ſew 
of them barren before, but when 
married [they are ſcldome over 
ſertile, which ; may be tributed 
to:their't and compleRior 
firſahero:js. eldoms —— 
have above four or five. +/+. / / 

The Virgins, :{ to:pleafe, andto 
cnamour- the :young:men, as foon 
as. they: are :up-every: mornihg.) 
take' water and- walh; and then 

combe their' haire '{ which they 
| have 
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have in{twiceithe plenty the men 
have) with great curiofity, ' pla- 
ting and diſpoting it in a hundred 
ſeveral modesand gallantries,gum- 
ming it with oyl of Palmes, inſtead 
of mouth glew; tying it-with ri- 
bands if they-have: any, if not; 
adorning it with little pieces of 
gold, or a certain red cockle ſhell, 
which is very common amongſt 
them. Some of them paint their 
forcheads with red and/-white, and 
ſometimes:their eye-brows, and 
cheeks : they cut and carve their 
Skins about their ears, and temples, 
which :rifing up in little bliſters, 
they paint them: over-with divers 
colours, and fancy-it agreat addi- 
tion to their beauty 5 they have all 
of them Pendants at their ears, 
they all of them lovethe Ribbands, 
and above all Ribbands, the red ; 
they wear neck}aces of Corail,; or 
of Raſade, and bracelets not only 


upon 
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' upon their wriſts and their armes, 
but upon their leggs., aud their 
ankles ; the maidens for the moſt 
part have their bracelets made of 
the bark of that tree which. is dedi- 
cated to their Fetiches, -which, are 
their Gods as I ſhall ſhew hereaſter. 
When they go abroad, if they be 
the Wives of Merchants, Officers, 
or Captains, in that Countrey,they 
have a piece of Silk, Taftaty, or 
other Stuff, either red, or blew, or 
violet-colour'd (which are the co- 
lours they are: moſt pleaſed with ) 
which they take and wrap about 
them, from the breaſt to. the mid- 
legs, ſtuffing it out behind with a 
great Royler. They have alwayes 
a great bunch of keys at. their gir- 
dle, though they have many times 
never a Cheſt inthe world : they 
wear bracelets of Ivory, and Gold, 
and Rings in that abundance, one 
can ſee no fingers that they. have 

ſometimes; 
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ſometimes; and'inthys poſture they 
are fit to be-ſeen-: the-common ſorr 
dreſs them ſelves as fine as they can 
too, but when they come in again, 
they are mightycarcful to fold them 
up handſomely, putting on a kind 
of coarſe linnen with which they 

make {hift to cover themſelves 
from the Navel, to the midſt of 
their Thigh. They love varicty 
of habits too as well-n0 the men, 
but the Virgins eſpecially, who 
make it 'their whole bufmneſs from 
morning to night to ſpruce up 
themſelves, and make themſelves 
acceptable,above all to theWhites, 
whom they ſeem to careſs much 
more than thoſe of their own 

Complexion. 

Their Ladies of plcafure,arc fot 
diſtinguiſhable in any thing, they 
are welcome where-ever they go, 
and handſomly received by every 
body ; but they are more mercena- 


ny 


part of the world. 
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ry and covetous than in any other 


Of their Marriages, and the Edu- 
cation of their Chilares. 


Happen'd to be preſent at a 

Marriage whilſt 1 was at Fre- 
derisbourg, which was conſumms- 
ted in no unpleaſant manner- The 
Father of a young man finding him 
at age to get his living himſelf, 
looks out immediately for a Wife 
for him, &having pitch'd upon one 
he thinks will be proper,he goes to 
his Son,tells him what he has done, 
adviſes him to ſee her, if they like 
one another, his Father defires her 
of hers, if they agree, they go all of 
them together with one of the 
Prieſts who gives them Fetiches,and 
in the preſence of the whole Aſ- 
ſembly, the Bride takes a ſolemne 


Oath upon the Fetiche to betrue 


jpur'Þ 
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and faithſull to her good man; her 
-Groom promiſing on the other 
fide as much to her very civilly, but 
no Oath of fidelity in the caſe. The 
Parents-preſent one-another reci- 
| procally,and give in the bride and 
the Bridegroom what they are-able 
to ſpare, they ſpend the reſt ofthe 
.day in feafting and jollity, and 

there'san end of the Marriage. 
However this Eady has. this ad- 
' vantage over her Spoule, by being 
his farſt love,that he can never take 
another, - but by -her 'permiſſton, 
which yet her Ladyſhip is ſe}dome 
'{o moroſe as to deny. But it was my 
Tortune to ſce a young Merchant 
-of the X4ine who had worle luck, 
his name was Anthiny, he came ſe- 
vera] times aboard our ſhip, and ne- 
ver with leſs than 10 or 12 Marks 
of Gold; amongft other diſcourſs, 


| 


k ask'd him one day how manyyj | 
Wives he had, he told me but ons, ; 


and 


x 
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and the reaſon was,ſhe was fo croſs 
grain'd a Jade, ſhe would let him 
have no more-; and then told me 
very ſcriouſly, that amongſt them 

that cuſtome was inviolable. 
.Neverthcleſs, all women knows 
ing very well,that varicty of Wives 
ang Children is the greateſt honour 
and reputation to their husbands, 
and- what they themſelves will 
boaſt of to Strangers: when they 
ſce their husbands grow wealthy, 
and in a capacity of maintaining 
them,they thEmſelvs wil preſsthem 
to take more, which to ſpeak truly, 
are no other then Concubines,they 
being not atall concern'd for their 
liberty or incontinence:the firſt hag 
this priviledge alſo, that ſhe lyes 3 
nights ſucceſſively with the good 
man, whilſt the younger brood 
muſt be contented with one, and 
that according to the priority-of 
their Marriave. In ſhort, they live 

os 7: 


hoond 


Prone 
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.yery lovingly together, and have 
Tcldome any jealoufics or animoſity 
among them. A good Merchant, 
or Othcer , will have twenty or 
thirty, according to his abilities. 
The King of Fet#'s Son-in-Law 
| had forty, .by whom he had a dou- 
Zain of daughters, fourteen. to*the 
douzain of the other Sex, and. kept 
conflantly a hund: ed Slaves to at- 
tend them. ' 
: In. thoſe parts, -who will may 
come into..the Chamber of 'any 
Woman when ſhe lyes in : as ſoon 
as the Child is ſaſe .wt#the world, 
they bring the good Woman 'a 
bottle of drink made of Rice, and 
| Mays, and Water an] Wine, and 
Malagnrtte, ( not unlike our Pgp- 
r Poſſet) which having taken off 
indly, they cover her well, and 
then leave her three or four hours 
10 her devotions, which Leing over, 
the riſes immediatcly,* waſhes her 
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Child, falls to her buſineſs, and: 
there's an end of that labour ; but 
(to be ſober ) I could not but ad- 
mire very much the force of their 
temper, when | ſaw the very ſame 
thing done' by a Slaves Wife at 
Freaerisbourg. 

As ſoon as they have walh'd their 
Child, the Father and Mother give 
it commonly a name, and for the 
moſt part, of ſome European or 
other they have been beholding to 
that done, they wrap itin a kind of 
blanket, and then lay itin askin' 
* upon the Ruſhes, where it lyes 
quietly till it be three weeks or a 
month old, after which time the 
Mother carries it at her back upon 
a piece of wood with the lezgs un- 
der her armpits, tying its two 
hands about her neck, where it 


hangs all day, and never comes off, 
but when ſhe goes to bed ; andthis. 
is the reaſon why the. Children of - 

G 3 - > Wi 
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their Nobles, or better ſort, have 
ſeldome camaus noſes,becauſe their 
Wives do not labour, nor- carry 
their Infants about them, as the 
. cthers do, whoſe Children ſleeping. 
many times whilft the Mother is 
walking or at work, knock their 
noſes againſt their Shoulders, and. 
ſo in timethey become flat: if they: 
cry out for the, teat, they throw 
their breaſts over their ſhoulders, 
and ict them ſuck. Every mornin 
they waſh and rub them with OyL 
of Palmes. | 
By that time they be 7 or $* 
months old, they lay them along 
upon the ground, drawing them 
forward upon all four;likeKitlings, 
which poſſibly may be- the reaſon 
the Children go much ſooner in 
theſe Countreys than in Exrope. 
Whilſt they be thus tender and 
young,the Parents put little works 
of gold about their necks, wrapt up 


1 
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inthe rind of the tree where they 
worſhip their Fetiches, for fear the - 
Devil {hould run away with them, 

. and when they come to be about 4. 
year old, they bind little branches 
of it ( which they buy. of their 
Prieſts) about their arms, and their 
leggs, wreathing and bending them. 
into -a round figure, which they 
look upon as a great Antidote a-- 

ainſt any ficknelſs or diſaſter what- 
| ence In this manner they conti-. 
nue their care of them till they be 


or $ years _ but after that they* 
4 


feed upon the ſame as the Father- 
and Mother does, heaping up ma- 
ny tithe ſuch naſty things as they - 
find in the Streets, which they eac- 
afterward very heartily, when they 
are hungry + the boys and the. 
oyrls, being higledy-pigledy to- 
gether, and all naked, it takes off 
much of their modeſty, and is a 
cauſe they are never aſhamed of 
G 4 00 
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any thing ; to which may be added 
thcir want of corre&ion, their Pa- 
rents being ſp far from whipping 
them, they never ſo much as re-! 
buke them. in the leatt. 

From the ſeventh or eighth year 
of their "age they learn to ſwim, 
which they do with ſo much. ſuc- 
ceſs and perieion, that when they 
are grown up, it their Caxoc oyer- 
ſets at any time at Sea, they are not 
afirighted, but {wim back again ve- 
ry quictly from whence they came, 
they will dive excellently well too, 
way fetch up goods_or any other 
thing that 1s accidentally caſt a- 
way,upon which ſcore one may ſee 
the ſhore ſo full ſometimes of little 
Blacks, one would think them ſo 
many young Devils. ® 

At 12 year old they fall under 
the juriſdiction of the Father, who 
ſhews them which way to gettheir 
livelyhood : if he be a iſberman he. 

carries 
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carries them'to Sea, fſhews them 
how to make a Carve, and which 
way to take lth ; if a Merchant he 
teaches them the miſtery of Tra- 
ding, brings them acquainteJ with 
Forreigners, and inftracts them 1n 
this manner till thzy be: 18 or 20, 
and can begin todo ſom:thing for 
themſelves, then he gives them 
Slaves to do their work, and all 
the care that is behind, is to help 
them.to Wives, which from that 
time forward they are alwayes cons 
triving. 

The Gyrls are imployed in keep- - 
ing clean the houſes, in picking 
their Rice, beating their Mays, ma- 
king their bread, managing their 
Kitchin, and buying or ſelling at 
the Markets what is to be bought 
or fold, ſometimes they make bas- 
kets of ruſhes, ſometimes matts (in 
which they are tranſcendantly ex- 
ccllent)ſometimes weave;but above 

G 5 all 
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all their care is greateſt of their Fa- 
ther and Mother, to ſee that they 
have their meat and drink in good 
hours, and that nothing of their 
goods be imbezled ; in = there 
15 nothing of good houſewivry or 
frugality, that is wanting amongſt 
them, and when they are once 
marrycd,they may teach that leſſon 
to moſt of the Womzn of Exrope. 


% — 


of their Houſes, Howſhold-ftuff, 


Drinke, Meat, Palme-Wine, 
and how it is made. 


He great Commerce they 

' have had with the Europeans 
having learned them the art of 
building, the Officers and great. 
Merchants of this Countrey have 
follow'd thcir direftions and built 
themſelves houſes, with high and 
loſty roofes, ſeveral appartments, 
with 
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with one chamber opening intoa- 
nother, - and uſually at the door of 
their chamber 2 Slaves conſtantly 
attending with darts in their hands 
in the natare of guards, which arc. 
releived at certain hours; 

All their houſes are made of earth;. 
but the common people- have their 
walls ſo low, they ſeldome execed 
the height, of a man. Their beame 
and rafters, and the whole frame of 
the houſe reſting only upon them : - 
the houſes of the. Grandces as well- 
as the commons arc all thatch'd, 
and have all of them but one little 
ſquare hole, which ſerves for a 
door, to which they faſten a piece 
of board, without either lock or - 
hinges, like the{goor Peaſants in : 
. the Countrey to their . Ga rden= 
doors, and are con tented to faſten 
them only with arope/cither with- 
out or within. Their windows are 

i{mall, the. carth they make their 
| * floors 
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floors withi, very cloſe and com- 
paRt, they have at leaſt two cham - 
bers to a houſe, and this character 
mult be given them, that they are 
very curious in keeping them neat, 
and paint them very frequently 
both without and within. 
Amongſt the common ſort,there 
is nothing of houfhould-Rtuft, or 
what is usd commonly about the 
houſe, to be ſeen, all is locked u 
in their Coffers, which they buy of 
the Whites; except they_ be Mer- 
chants or great men, and then 
their Tables and Chairs appear 
ſometimes, but never no Beds, for 
they lye alwayes upon Skins ſpread 
upon the ground, or cl{e upon Mat- 
trcfſes made of,Rulhes, covering 
themſelves with the$Skins of Oxen, 
or ſome other Beait, without any 
Boulſter, except they be of the No- 
bles, and then they have Pillows 
under their heads, and a good fre 
in 
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in the middle of their Room, but 
not the leaft hole for a Chimney. 

Every woman has her appart- 
ment, or little houſe, joyning to 
her Husbands, conliſting of one or 
two Chambers, where the mana«- 
" ges her own affairs by her ſelf, ſel- 
dome eating or drinking together. 
Some of them go a Goſlipping to 
their Neighbours, and carry ſuch 
as they have along with them. The 
200d man takes the ſame courſe, 
andhe vitits his Merchant, not fo 
much: as .concerning himſelf how 
ſquares goat home, the women be-. 
ing alwayes very punual to ac- 
commodate them with every thing 
neceſſary, and to bring up their 
Children carcfully ; yet ſometimes 
on_ their Feſtivals, or upon ſome 
grcat occaſion, their Stomachs 
come down , and they feed very 
lovitÞly together. q 

As the women have. the charge 

| ; of 
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of the houſe and the money, ſo- 
they make it their whole butineſls 

that neither of them miſcarry in 
their hands. The ' men employ 

themſelves conftantly abroad, ci- 

ther in matters of Trade, or in ma- 
king of Palm- wine, or fiſhing, as 

every mans genius inclines him: 

when they have got any money, 

they give it ſtill to their wives, who 

order it ſo well, they never make 
the leaſt unneceſfary disburſement; - 
they go every night themſelves in- 

to the granaries,delivering out ſuch 

a proportion of corn as they judge. 
. will be neceffary for the whole fa- 

mily the next day. 

By break of day the young girles 
are upand at work, beating their 
Rice,and their Mays (which is cal- 
led Twrky wheat amongſt us ) in a 
wooden Mortar, and when it is 
bruis'd, they grind it (as the Paint- 
ers do their colours) betwixt two 

Koncs, 
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ſtones, and fo reduce it to powder» 
then kneading it with water. and 
falt, they divide it into a kind of 
penny loaves,and put it into a-great 
earthen pot that ſtands upon the 
fre, with a little carthen 11d, they 
throw embers upon it, & 'tis done; 
if it be well bak'd, 'tis very good, 
and without any ill reliſh at all. 
Their food generally is fiſh, 
though they have great ſtore of 
fleſh alſo, which they boyl or roaſt 
as they think good, buttheir fiſh is 
moſt. commonly bak'd, being fea- 
ſon'd firſt with water, and pepper, 
atid ſalt : the great Merchants who 
have Siaves to wait on them at the 
Table, do cat 4 / Exropeenne, and 
have their KagouFts as well made as 
in France, which they learn'd of us, 
and the Cook at the Fort of Dex- 
mark ; yet there are ſome Meres 
will make a Pottage, or a Ragonſt 
with the beſt Cuifinier in Paris. 
They 
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They cat- great ſtore of ſruit, of 
Peas, Beans, and ſuch like : they 
make uſually but two meals a day, 
that is, at Sun-rifing, and Sun-ſct- 
ting, where they feed like Cormo.- ' 
rants, and when they have eat ne- 
ver ſo much,are hungry ſtill,which 
I impute to nothing but an exceſ- 
ſive heat within them, which gives 
chem a Canrne, and perpetually in- 
fatiable appetite, inſomuch that [ 
have :obſerved them when they 
have been at dinner a Ship-board, 
one Black has cat as much as fix of 
us could do. : - 
Their Mornings draught iscither 
of water, or 4 kind of ſmall beer, 
which they call Po:tox, and is made 
of Mays, but 'tis night before they 
drink any Wine, and the reaſon is 
becauſe the Peaſant never brings it 
to the Market till after dinner. 
The Palm-Wirte comes out of 
a Tree, not unlike our Date-trees ; 
the 
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the Mores make a hole at the top 
ofthe tree, to whieh they faſten a 
pett, like one;pf the Monks pitchs 
.Ers, andthe next day, or the- lay 
. aſter, , they find it full of a kind of 
Juice like Milk, ſweet and very 
pleaſant, but with a.quality to in- 
ebriate, The Mores have got a trick 
©: late to. ſophiſticate it; and put 
water amoneft it {or their gain, 
but 'tis no hard matter to diſcover 
it. This Wine cannot be kept till 
next day, but will grow foweriin a 
'mights time, upon which grounds, 
the Merchants, and other goodfel- 
lows do meet, and drink ſmartly 
many times,but with this ceremony 
alwayes, that they lcaye a. little in 
the bottome , which they throw 
upon the ground in honour of their 
Fetiches. 

Thoſe who have no proviſion, 
nor means to make any, are forc d 


to buy what they want (at a little 
Market 


162 A Voyage to Guinee. 

Market hard by ) with what they 
have got by fiſhing, by making 
Palme-Wine, by building or re- 
patring of houſes, carrying home 
what the Merchants have _ 
on Ship-board, and ſuch other ſer- 
vile imployments as our Mechar 
nicks in France live by : to which 
Market the Whites go alſo ſome- 


times when their Stomach hangs, 
aſter fiſh. 


Of their Markets, their manner of 
buying and ſelling, with a deſcrifithy 
on of their Meaſures and weights. 


He beſt Market in all Afi 

is held every day at Cape- 
Corſe, but we being at wars with 
England, | could have no fight of 
that, and therefore muſt be con- 
tented with the Market at Frede- 
risbourg, which is not indeed fo 
bigg, but there is the ſame thing 
obſerved in a place deſigned for 
the 
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the ſame uſe, and that is, that it be. 
ardinarily in the midit of the Town. . 

By break of day the Peaſants 
come in with their Sugar-canes, 
bound up like Fagots, their fruits 
of all ſorts, Plums, Potatoes, Turnips, 
(arrets,Citrons,Oranges, Rice, Mays, 
Malaguette , Bread, Pullets , Fiſh, 
Eygs, and whatever is neceſſaryfor 
the life of man ; aſter Dinner their 
Palme-wine comes in , and what 
Fith is taken fince the morning. 

They have never no confuſion in 
their Markets, each Commodity 
has a peculiar place aſſigned for it 
by the Merchant, which is obſer- 
ved with great order; their Tobac- 
co is ſold in the leaf, which being 
drye@ by the fire, they light it and 
ſmoak , their induſtry as -yet not 
having been great enough to make 
it up into Rowls. 

Fhere is no ſuch-thing amongſt 
them as truſting or credit, no Mo- 

ney 
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ney no Merchandiſe there, every 
one brings his Gold in his hand. If 
the Commodity'be-of ſmall price, 
they take their Gold and poiſe it 
upon the end of their finger, adding 
or ſubſtrafting as they think fit; but 
if confiderable, and of great value, 
they out with their Scales and 
weigh it. * 

Their Scales are made of two flat 
pieces of Copper ſomething broad- 
er than our Crown pieces, which 
they hang by a thread at the end of 
*a ſhort ſtick, and ballancing ſo ex- 
atly, there can be nothing more 
true. Having no Needle , they 
make a nooſe of thread with their 
thumb and faſten to the middle, in 
which, inſtead of weights , they 
hang a certain red grain they. call 
Tacous , each of which grains 
weighs about two-Penny weight, 
with which Paz Piano, they will 
weigha Mark of Gola, yet there are 

lome 
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ſome great Merchants which have 
Scales like ours, which they have 
bought lately of us. " 

All that comes to this Market, 
( which is kept every day in the: 
week (Sunday excepted ) is Tribute 
frce, and pays" no duty to the King. 

There are others that reſemble 
our Fairs, and fall out not. above 
twice in the year, to which all the 
whole Countrey repairs, for there 
is never in any of thoſe Kingdoms 
two Fairs kept in oneday, lcft one 
ſhould be a hindrance and dilſad- 
vantage tothe other. By the report 
| have, had, 'tis to cheſe places they 
bring the beſt and fineſt of their 
things, and whatever they buy of 
us,as likewiſe to the ordinary Mar- 
kets which are kept farther up'into - 
the Countrey, but to thoſe Markets 
whichare Ra. fb the Sea,there 
is nothing.comes but what is nece(- 
fary to humane life, which the Pea- 

| E ſants 
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fants bring (likefo many Mules) 
upon their backs, and that but from 
5 or 6 places: yetſo ſtrift are they 
in their Religion, and dog ſo much 
| poſtponethe confiderations of their 

advantage and gain, that if any of 
theſe Fairs does happen to fall out 
upon a Suzday, it is zpſo fato-put off 
till the next day. 


— 


THEIR RELIGION. 


Of their Sundays, Feaſts, Devotions, 
.Gods or Fetiches, of their Sacri- 
fices, Priefts, and Habits. 


Hough amongft theſe poor 

people, there 15 not the leaſt 
1 e of the true Religion to be 
ſcen, yet they obſerve a Sabbath 
(which is our T»dſ@ay) very ftrictly: | 
Every man reſts that day from his} * 
labour, the Peaſants bring nothing 


/ 
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tothe Markets, and no man is per- 
- mitted to traffick, unleſs it be thoſe 
upon the' Sea fide, who have liberty 
to $0 aboard, any Veflcl in the 
Road, and to truck and make bar- 
gains as they pleaſc. The reft im- 
ploy their times wholly at their de- 
votions, and doe obſerve it with 
much more punctuality then we 
doe our Sundays with us. 
They meet altogether in a place, 
in the middle of which there is a 
great Tree, called the Tree of their 
Fetiche,of the barke off which they 
make the fillets, with which they 
bind their little pieces of Gold to 
their armes, and their leggs. At the 
foot of this Tree a_Table is ſpread, 
(the feet dre with ſeveral Crowns 
and Garlands made of the boughs 
of trees)upon which they ſet Rice, 
Millet,' Mays, Fruit, Meat, and 
Fiſh, with Wine, and Oyl of 
palmes, to-cat and drink to their 
Yeu is Fetches, 
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Fetiches, they dance, and fing,. and: 
jump up and down all. day about 
this Tree, making a moſt obftrepe- 
rous noiſe with Copper Baſons, and 
other initruments = the purpoſe. 
They walh their facesthat mor- 
ning with particular care,and more 
exactly then all the weekafcer.The 
firſt bit of whatever they cat, they 
throw down upon the. ground in 
honour ef their Gods, and at night 
the Captain or the Governour di- 
fiributes Palme-Wine toall the In- 
habitants, the Peaſants being obli- 
ged to bring it to himuthat evening. 
Ask them about any thing of 
their faith, and they will look 
down upon the ground, but never 
give you an anſwer ; only one of 
them told us that we had a very 
good God, that gave us fo many 
{tne things : They all of them be- 
lieve another life, but where,whe- 
ther aboye or below, they cannot 
| tell 
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tell. For which reaſon, leſt their 
Father or Mother ſhould be hun- 
gry and ſtarve, they put meat and 
Palme-Wine very oftcn intro their 
graves, to theend that if they be 
thirſty or hungry, they may repair 
thither, and be relieved. 

When they hear it thunder,rain 
hard;or the wind blow very ſtrong, 
there is not one of them to be ſeen 
inthe ſtreets. all hide themſelves 
in their houſes, and cry, the Gods 
of the whites are angry. | ask'd 
one of them of what colour his 
God was, and he told me black : 
The Devil is ſo dreadfull to them, 
they tremble at his very naming, 
they ſay he beats them, and makes 
them do ill things for their Fet#- 
ches, for whom they have an incre- 
dible ſuperſtition, though they be 
all of them inanimate, and ſome of 
them ſo naſtily villanous, one 
would not touch them with a pair 
of tongs, A They 
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They every bcdy carry ſome of 
them about with them, ſome are 
amade of the end of horns, fijl'd up 
with ordure,others of little figures, 
as the heads of ſome creature or 
other, and a hundred ſuch like im- 
pertinences, which their Pricfts 
Fn them at their own price, and 
pretend they found them under the 
rice of the Fetiche.. 

They tye this tree about( which 
is the place where they facrihce) 
with little ro:ps of ftraw, and aſrer 
their Ceremonies are over, they 
takethoſe ropes,and tringing their 
gold work upon them, they faſten 
them to their arms and leggs, and 
then think themſzlves ſafe againt 
any milchict whatcver, 

For the preſervation of ther 
houſes, they kave a ſort of Fetiches 
which are planted at their dores, 
and they are no better than our 
polcs, or hooks, we pull down the 

| boughs 


A Voyage to Guinee, 191 
boughs withall when we gatkec 
our fruit : Of theſe Fetiches their 
Priefts ſet a great number about a 
ſtone, which (by their tradition) 
is as old as the world, and when 
they have been there a certain 
time, the Prieſts ſell them to the 

cople. | 

If at any time any trouble befall 
them, they repair immediately to 
their Prieſt, for a new Fetiche (the 
old one is to be truſted no longer » 
who moſt graciouſly ſupplies them 
ſor their money, and into the bar- 
gain, he gives them a piece of Suet, 
or Tallow, with two or three Par- 
rets feathers ſet right np, or elſe a 
certain hearb;. the King of Fetu's 
Son-in-Law had the head of an 
Ape for his Fetiche. 

They do all of them abſftein 
from ſomething or other, in ho» 
nour of their Fetiche,with this opi- 
nion, that if ever they eator drink 

H 2 a of 
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v* that, after they promis'd abſti- 
nence ( which is uſoally at their 
Marriaze ) they ſhall -dyc upon 
the ſpot; for which rcaſon, one 
cats no-Beef, anotherno Goat, ano- 
ther no Hens, this man drinks no 
Wine, and the other no Strong- 
waters, which they obſerve fo 
exactly, they will ſooner dyc than 
Le perfwaidcd or forc'd to the-con- 
trary. 

Theſe Feriches T have ſpoken of 
-hitherto, aze but .private Fc riches, 
and belong-burto particular men : 
Lut they have another (rt of Feti 
<hes which are tutclary to the 
whole Countrey, as for example, 
1-metimes ſuch a Mountain, ſcme- 
times ſu. ha kind of Tree, ſome- 
times ſuch 2 Stone, ſometimes ſub 
a ſort of Fiſh, or {ch a S;ecics df 
Birds, which they look upon and 
worlhip as ſo many Gcods. I 
A Negroe by a:cident ills uy 
| 0 
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of thoſe Birds, he is puniſh'd fut- 
ficiently, and if a White, he runs 
agreat hazard of his life. I ſaw 
one of theſe Birds at Frederisbourg; 
alittle-thing about the bigneſs * a 
Wrennz with a Bcak like a Lin- 
net, mark'd with black and white; 
and the Feathers a kind of light 
brown : if any of theſe at any time 
are ſeen flying about in the Gar» 
dens of a «More, 'tis look'd upon 
as a good Omen, and he throws it. 
meat immediate!y:, 

The Conſecrated'Trees arc ors 
dinarily thoſe about which their 
 Sacrifices are perform'd ; they be+ 
lieve whoever cuts ſuch a one 
down , deſtroys ( without more 
adoc) all the fruit in the Conntrey: 
and therefore if there be any ſoch 
Malefactors, they are punilh'd 
with death, as it happen'd to the 
Hollanders at eMonre in the year 
t598, before they had' built the 

| H 3 Fort 
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Fort of Naſſau, where $ or 10 of 
them were killed the 8h. of May, 
for having cut down a Tree dedi- 
cated to their Fetiches. 

The higheft Mountains, and fuck 
as arc mot ſubjet to Thunder and 
Lightning, they imagine are the 
Refidences of - their Gods , and 
therefore they pay great honour 
and reſpe& to them : at the bottom 
of them they will lay Rice, 247tler, 
Mays, Bread, Wine, Ol, and other 
things, that they may eat and 
dzink if they be hungry or dry. 

Their Stones ( which they fan» 
cy to be Fefiches ) are like our 
grcat Landmarks in the Countrey, 
( or ſuch as are laid to diſtinguiſh 
and determine the bounds or li- 
mits of a Countrey Pariſh ) and 
they believe them as old as the 
world: aboutthele it istheir Prieſts 
do ſet their Cruches which they 
. fell afterwards to. the people for 
CQNy 
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conſervation 'of their houſes, as [ 
mentioned before. 

Beſides theſe Fetiches eforeſaid,. 
if five or fix Neighbours build near 
one another, in any place divided: 
from the reſt of the Town, they 
will have a Fetiche to themſelves, 
and will ſacrifice and pray to him: 
for their preſervation. 

Tharſday the: fourtcenth of A4pril* 
being at Frederisbourg, whilſt they 
were at Prayers above, I went 
down , and. at. the entrance: of a. 
houſe which ftood'alone by it (elf,. 
E obſerved a man and a woman.,. 
bleeding of a Hen ( which they 
had prick'd on purpoſc) upon cer- 
tain leaves which they- had plac'd. 
ipon the ground, and after ig had 
done bleeding, they eur it into- 
mamocks, threw them: down upon 
the leaves, apd then turning their 
faces upon one another,and kiſſing 
their hands, they cry'd, Ac (ua, 

H -4 Ae. 
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wMe Cuſe, Me Cuſa, which 1s as 
much as to ſay, Make me-good. | 
let them alone till their ceremony 
was done, and then ask'd them 
what they were about,” they told 
me, thatthe Feziche of that quar- 
ter had beaten them, and they by 
way of attonement, had given him 
a Hen for his dinner: As I was 
looking down upan their leaves, 
( or an herb rather which grows 
upon the Sca-fide) they defired me 
not to touch them, and told me 
whoevereat of that Pullet, in half 
an hours time, would be as dead as 
a herring ; but was ſo Rtout-hear- 
ed, I took it up, had it broyl'd up- 
on the coales, by my Lacquey, eat- 
ing {ome part of it intheir pre- 
ſence, and throwing the reſt to tho 
Pipgs :* the poor people were ama- 
zed, and ſtood gaping to fee me 
fall down dead, or fink over head 
and cars into the carth immediatc- 
ly, 
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ly.I ask'd them to fee their Feriche, 
they carried me into a little Court, 
to a kind of a Iyle wrapt about 
with ſtraw, and told me that was 
the Fetiche which had beaten 
them. Well ſaid I, Ile be reveng'd, 
and throwing it on the ground, I 
break it into a hundred pieces, and 
planted a Croſs in the Room on't. 
I taught them to ſigne themſelves 
alſo, broak all their Cruches about 
the:door, and having given them 
each a little crofs for their pockets, 
and bid them when ever the Fe- 
tiche came to plague them again, 
that they ſhould ftigne themſelves 
with the figne of the Croſs, take 
that out and kiſs it, and they 
ſhould hear no more of their Fe- 
tiche ever after ; they heard me 
very patiently, and made ſuch re- 
lations at home , that a whole 
Church of them came to me next 


day, defiring to ſwop a Fetiche for 
; H 5 a 


178 APFoyage toGuinee. - 
a Crucitix: We came immediate» 
ly to & bargain, and when I began 
tm: cxamine my Fetziche, I found it 
nothing but a--piece of -putritied- 
carth, nointed over with ſuet, and: 
orcaſc, and oyl of Palmes, with five. 
or fix Parrot-ſeathers bolt upright 
in the middle, to which morning. 
and night they pay'd their con- 
ſtant devotions. | 
I perſwaded them afterwards to 
ſhew me to their Fetiche General, 
which they did : I found it in a 
plain where: they made all their 
Sacrihces; it was nothing but a 
ſtone covered with-earth, which | 
routed immediately,and/brake five 
' hundred of their poles which they 
- had planted about it ; from-thence 
'E wentto their Pricft, to fee what 
Fetiches he had'to fell, he told me 
b_ _  ——_ was-one of the 
polices T had brought along in my 
hand, and. would. have had me 
pay'd 
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pay'd him for't :. T took him by the 
elbow, and carry'd him to the Ma» 
fer Fetiche, and when he ſaw he 
was demoliſh'd-, Lord ! what a 
pickle-he was'in, he roar'd and 
cr out to his Neighbours, and 
all"of them-look'd upon it as a mi- 
racle that I. was not as dead as a 
door-nail in- the twinkling of an. 
cye.. told him, Sir, for your pay- 
ment-I have ſet up this Croſs, and 
whoſoever touch& it ( unleſs upon 
the knee ) is a dead man ina mi- 
nute ;- at which words, they ran: 
home as faſt as they could, yelling: 
and crymg out to one another,, 
whilſt I return'd to the Caftle. 

They have ſo great an opinion, 
and veneration for their Priefts,the: 
whole world is notable to diſabuſe 
them : if they have one bit better - 
than other, 'tis .kept for themz; 
they are the only people amongt 
the. Mores, that are ſuffer'd not'to- 

work,, 
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work, are nouriſh'd at others coſt, 
and chareſs'd all ways they can 
think of, to. the end they may af- 
ford them their prayers. They ſell 
Fetiches ( as I have ſaid before ) to 
the common .people, perſwading 
them, they found them hangdg 
upon the Feztiches Tree, which they 
believe ſo obftinately, their own 
eyes are not ſufficient to con- 
vince them ; for if at any time they 
ſee the contrary, they will ſooner 
believeit an illuſion, than imagine 
their Prieſts would deceive them : 
ſo blind are theſe poor people, be- 
ing led by thoſe who are blinder 
than themſelves. . - = 
The. Habit of their Pricſts  re- 
ſembles a Coat. of Arms, and is 
made: of ſome courſe linnen , or 
ſerge, about which they bave a 
icarf,ſet with little bones of broyl'd 
Pullets, like the Cockle-ſhells 
worn by the Pilgrims of St. 44i- 


chaelt, 
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chael ; the reit of their bodies is 
quite naked, they have garters a- 
bout their legs, made of the Fibers 
of their Fetiche Tree : all people, 
cven to the Kings themſelves, are 
ambitious of their friendſhip, that 
they may intreat their Fetiches to be 
favourable ro them, either in their 
Trade, or any thing elfe. 

For my part, I believe they are 
made all of them by the Prieſt, and 
that they talk and converſe with 
the Devil, who communicates with 


them, and teaches them which 
way to cheat the people (o cafily ; 
and that which makes me ſay it, is 
this, they alwayes mutter out ſome 
words to their Fetiches, before they 


c):«1rhem; 
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Of their Snper#ition, their Swear- 
"ing upon ther Fetiches, their 
manner of pattfying them, when 
they think they are angry, and the 
Burials of the Dead. 

Heir Superſtition towards 

their Fetiches, is ſo poſitive, 

and dogmatical, nothing in vhis 
world. is able to convince them. 
Their chicf cad in carrying thega 
about them,..is to. keep them from 
any il] might befall them,and when 
any does, they believe the fault is. 
in themſclyes, and that they have: 
not perform'd their duties towards; 
then. _— 
They dread' Swearing by. 
their Fetiches above all things, 
believing it impoſſible to live 
an hour after, if they ſwear falſe; 
for which reaſon when the good: 
woman goes to the Market, 
or abroad at any time, the good 
man 


o 
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man takes his Fetiche,and putting it. 
into a cup of drink made with 
Palm-wine, he gives « her, and 
makes her ſwear-to be faithiul to 
him in his abſence, and ſwears her 
again ( whether ſhe has or not ): 
when ſhe returns. 

When we were before _Mb1;,. 
there was one cajled Attire, who: 
complain'd that he was robb'd of a 
Mark of Gold in our Ship : Mon- 
feur Waxtesk took a cruſt of bread, 
and bid him ſwear by his Fetiche, 
and then (eating that ) wiſh the 
Devil might carry him away in an 
hours timie, if it were not true ; but 
his Conſcience being tvo tender,. 
he refus'd it, and made himſelf ſo 
ridiculous amongſt his Brethren, 
he never durſt appear in our{hip 
afterwards. 

The cight and twentieth of 4 
pril, being with the Daexiſh Gene- 
rl about Sapper time, the King of 

Fetu's 
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Fetu's Son-in-law ( cailed Farque 
Senece ) arrivd, ths Gcneral ful- 
pected he had nimm'd away a 
Ring from him, but his Excellence 
proreſted the contrary, offering to 
ſwear, and to ſwallow his Fer:che 
upon the premiſes. I had a great 
mind ( upon the tidings) to be 
preſent at the Ceremony ; 1 went 
in, and found a Faggot of Thorns 
in a Basket which a Slave carried 
under his arm, covered over with a 
Skin, I made bold to uncover it, 
and in the middle of the. Fag- 
got, I ſaw a piece. of Suet and 
Wax, with Parrots Feathers, little: 
burnt bones of Pullets, Plumes 
of the Bird which was Ferichi/li- 
,0 of that Countrey, and ſeveral 
other -naſtie _ things with them. 
One of their Prieſts was preſent, 
.who told: him. he had made it as 
trong as was-poſlible, and that-if 
© helyed, he could notwut-live ita 
quarter 
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quarter of an hour; for al] that, 
he took a piece 'of bread, .and a 
glaſs of Wine, and was: falling to 
work, but the General opt him, 
and would not ſuffer him to drink 
jr. 1 put my hand to this Fetiche, 
the Prieft ſaw me, ſtarted, and 
bid me have a care, Jf / took it-up, 
£-was'a dead may. | lifted it out of 
the basket for all that, he fiept 
back, and cryed out to me, if you 
turn, or -move: it, the fire will 
fall down from Heaven, and cone 
fume you: I took it and twirld ic 
three times on the right hand, and 
as many on the left: and then 
threw it daſh againſt the ground, 
leaping upon it, and breaking it 
into a thouſand pieces They faid 
F would dye in the morning, and 
were very much amazed to find 
me alive afterwards. But they re- 
colle&ed, and told me, 7 was not 
dead, becanſe I did not believe: :>1 
4 an- 
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anſwered, They were fools, not to be 
as great Infidels as B?. T hey replyed, 
It was impoſſible, their Fetiches 
would not ſuffer them Quoth I, 
Who is this Fetiche ? They told 
me, It was 4 great black Dog, that 
appeared very frequently at the 
foot of a great Tree. I asked them, 
If they had ſeen him? they told me, 
No, but their Prieſts and he were 
very great, conferr d notes often, 
and they gave them a relation of 
their diſcourſe. 

Beſides the wayes of appeafing: 
their Feriches, which I have menti- 
oned before,they have other whim- 
feys as memorable: If they have not 
ſo good fortune a filhing, as they 
uſe to have, they imagine their Fe- 
tiche is offended, and has driven: 
them away. If their: Trade be but 
dull, they are of the ſame opinion, 
believe them to be the cauſe, & fall 
to their devotions immediately. 
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If a poor fiſherman goes out, 
takes little, and returns after all his 
patience and pains, not much rich- 
er than he went, he concludes his 
Fetiche is diſgruntled, repairs pre- 
ſently to his Prieſt, preſents him 
with a token of his Love, and with; 
tears in his eyes, begs. of him, that 
he would fet them to rights again; 
after which he marches with his 
Wife and Children ( as neat, and 
6s trim,. as hands can make them ) 
to the Sea fide, with great branchs 
es of their Fetiche Tree about their 
necks, which aſter certain cere- 
monies they throw into the Sea, 
with Rice, Millet,and Mays, crying 
out a thouſand times, 24e caſa, 
Me cuſa. $e 
If the King obſerves that Gold 
comes not down fo plentifully as 
formerly, or that his traffick and 
duties decreaſe, to work he goes 


inſtantly -with his Feriche, he 
| prayes, 
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prayes, he ſacrifices, he treats, 
_ of meat, and drink,about 
the Mountains and Trees that are 
conſecrated to him, which the Mi- 
nifter of Frederisbowrg told me he 
had mariy times ſeen. 

Having ſciz'd upon two Ares 
on Holy-Thurſday, to ſecure fome 
debts we had owing us upon the 
ſhore. On Friday morning we ob- 
ſerved one of them to waſh his 
face more than ordinary, to mutter 
out ſome words to himſelf, and to 
take water, and throw it behind 
him: we ask'd him for what rea- 
ſon he did ſo, and he told us, it 
was to implore the Feriche for rain, 
that Gold might be wafthed-down 
from the Mountains, and the Mer: 
chants inabled by that to (ct them 
at liberty. 

Afﬀter- they have ſfowne: theit 
Corne ( of the manner of which 
L ſhall give a relation by and by) 
| that 
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that night they burn all the thorns 
they can find in the eld, and then 
_ skipping,anddancing, and finging, 
whatever they have more than or- 
dinarily precious, they throw it 
( withPalme-Wine) into the hre, 
conceiving thereby to render their 
Fetiche more favourable in. their 
Harveſt : By which we may {ce the 
deplorable blindneſs of thoſe poor 
Creatures, and be excited to give 
God thanks, who has illuminated 
us with the rayes of the Goſpel. 

The General of Frederisboure, . 
having notice that there was one 
of them dead in the Caſtle, gave 
me advertiſement immediately that 
I might be preſent at the Funeral 
Ceremonies, a thing which the 
Mores will never permit, but by 
conſtraint. 

When any ore dyes amongſt 


f them, th:y put the body into a 


Corfin made of Otters, the barke 
of 
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of Trees, orofRuſhes, which in- 
deed isno more than @ panier, the 
women, the relations, friends and 
ncighbours that are there, run up 
and down the houſe, crying,and la- 
menting,, and interrogating the 
dead perſon why he would leave 
them. 

If itbe a woman that dyes, her 
daughter or ſome other woman, 
( for the men are never called to 
their funerals ) goes from houſe to 
houſe complaining and making 
her moan, and with the gold ſhe 
finds about her, or in the houſe, 
buys an Ox or a Sheep, which fhe 
gives to the Prieſt, to pray to the 
Fetiche of the dead perſon, to con- 
dud her into a place of repoſe : the 
Prieſt orders this Ox, or Mutton, 
to be killed, and then ſprinkling 
the blood about in honour to her 
Fetiche, he begs of it, that it would 


not interrupt her in her paſſage to 
the 


mh 


/ 
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the other world, and that it would 
pardon whatever the had done 
amiſs. Thoſe who are preſent be- 
ing put by him into a ring, in-a 
la- | corner of the Chamber, he places 
himſelfin the midſt, and Areft ve- 
Ty ſpracely with Raſade, Corail, or 
plates of Gold, ſets a great quan- 
tity of Peale, Beans, Rice, Mays, 
and Oyle of Palmes about them, 
and then ſprinkles them with the 


eto blood of a Pullet, which is killed, 
cIng and afterwards makes a kind of a 
| (he Þ necklace of certain hearbs, which 


zuſe, he hangs about his neck, whilſt 
\ the} the good women cut the Pullet in- 
> the} to morſells, and preſent them be- 


ſore the Fetiche. Aſter this the 
Pricft having muttered out ſome 
prayers to him(clf, he takes water, 
or Pa'me-Wine in his mouth, and 
ſpirts it upon the moſt anticnt of 
the Fetiches, from which he takes 
@ proportion of ſuet.and greaſe,and 
mipgiing 
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mingling it with the leaves of his 
coller, and other things, he ſtamps 
and bruiſes them altogether with 
his feet, till they be brought to a 
conftſtence, then making them up 
into a greatmaſs,he ſeparates again 
into ſeveral little pieces, which 
being wrapt up in the rind of a 
conſecrated tree, he diſtributes to 
the whole company , reſerving a 
part to be buried with the corps, to 
make her journey more proſperous 
into the other world, and theſe Fe- 
tiches are lookt upon as the mot 
propitious of all. 

This Ceremony being over, the 
body is expos'd about half a day, 
with the head bound about, and 
the arms extended, aftcr which the 
women carry it to the place of its 
Sepulture ( it being their Province 
to bury the dead ) the men never 
ſtirring in that caſe, unleſs the by- 
rial be to be in ſome other Village, 
which 
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which is frequent by reaſon of a 
enliams they ave of burying'eve- 
fy body in the Town they were 
born, and then they attend the 
Corps with their weapons in'their 
hands; but this perſon 1 ſaw being 
buried hard by, Thaathe opportu» 
nity of being a SpeQator of the 
whole Ceremony. | 

The Corps being broughtto the 
place of its Burial, the men which 
inhabited there, digged a holewpf 
about four or hve foo: deep, and 
put it in, but ſo, as the Earth came 
not near It, then turning about the 
Grave, they bid him adieu, with 

reat noiſe and cjulation;5 that 
Wiſe which he had mott kind- 
neſs for, threw his Fetiches 
mto the hole, and at laſt laid 
a good part of his houſhold- 
Ruff ( as his Kettles :ng Cloaths ) 
dy his fide, ard bis Arms a top on 
tim: ifhe loved any thing more 
9 I . than 
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than ordinary,as Palm-wine,or any 
thing cle, they plac'd it by him, 

with Rice,Millet, Mays,and what- 

ever they thought necellary for the 
life of man, that he might want 
\nathing whither he was a going, 
- Over, his Grave they {et up little 

Shedd, to keep it from the weather, 

which continues there till it be rot. 

ten, without being touch'd by any 
one. | He which makes the Grave, 
ang buriesthe Jead body, has the 
liberty to take his choice of ſuch 
-things -which they put into the 
- Grave: with the Corps, .and it is 
lookt upon as a due, if he be not 
paid otherwiſe for his pains. 

\"IFfa woman dies in Travail, and 
*tbe Child dies alfo, they are buried 
regether;and the Infant in the arms 
cftze Mother. 

; Theſe Ceremonies being finiſhed, 
they. return weeping and lament- 
ang to-their houſes, where both 

: men 
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mien and women do waſh them- 
ſelves forthwith; after which the 
cat the Beef or the Mutton rea. 4 
was bought, paſling the reſt of the 
day in feafting, and jollity,only eve- 
ry year. they carry meat and drink, 
and ſe® it at his grave, left. he 
ſhould-be hungry or thirſty in the 
other world. 

Of their old Men, their Slaves, their 
Lame, their Servants, the Dijea- 
es they are nſnally ſubjet to, with 
their Cures,and the way to prevent 
them. 
Hough therc is but little love 
loſt amongſt them, and the 
men, and the women ( unleſs it 
be their firſt wives ) quit one ano» 
ther as they pleaſe, yet they are 
troubled and concern'd when it 
happens. So great an averſion have 
theſe people againſt idlenefs, that 
iamongft them the aged men and 
women arc not altow'd it, but are 
| LI 2 '  C0ls 
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conſtrained to get their livelihood 
by ſuch employmenrs-as therr-age 
and iohrmities will bear, ſome of 
them Leing (et on work either to 
low the beitows in ſome forge, to 
ſuperviſe the bufinel(s of the-houſe, 
or ſome ſuch trifling affair, *which 
requires net much pains: the lame, 
and ſuch as by any other means 
2:c:rendred incapabie of working, 
are forced tu the wars, or.jf-unable 
{or that, they are ſent to ſe], and 
Larter foc their Commodities at the 
Market; or elſe afſilt at the making 
&f their oyl.of Palm,make Mattref- 
(3, or what cle their Rrengen will 
admit. tc: 
They have not many Siayes up. 
or. this Coaſt, jr not bein$ permit- 
ied to any but Nobles, to Trade in 
that nature by which means they 
arc not allowed to entertain any 
tut for their neceſſary ſcryice in| 


Theſe 
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Theſe S'aves are commouly ſucli 


poor miſerable Creatures, as has 
ving not wherewithall ro maintain 


_ or keep themſelves alive, are glad: 


to {ell them(clves to the rich Mer-- 
chants of that Countrey ( that arc 
all Noble-men ) who to know 
them from others, do give thenr- 
alwayes a particular mark of their 
own, if they endeavour to eſcape; 
for the firſt time they cut off one 
car, and for-the ſecond the other; 
if they attempt it a third tims, and. 
be - hoy they either ſell them a+ 
way, or cut off their heads, as they 
pleaſe. The children of theſe poor- 
people are Slaves as well as the Pa- 
rents, and obliged todo whatever 
they are commanded, as watrinz 

their filth, ſpinning Raſade, &c. 
 The-King has ſeveral ſorts of 
Slaves, ſome- like theſe I have 
mentioned ; others which are for- 
feired to him for want of paying 
I 3 —_ _ theie; 
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their Fines, or other penalties in- 
poſed for ſame fault they have com». 
mitted: and both of chem ſent com- 
monly to be ſold at the place ſet a- 
zyart{or the Trucking of Slaves. 

. The Kings Slaves are diftinguiſh- 
able from other men, only by this 
that'theF have no hats, but go a's-. 


wayes naked with their heads. The 


Inhabitants will not be called 
Mores (which is an appellation 
they ſay. belongs more properly-to 
their Slaves )but Prezos, which is as 
much as Negroes. They generally 
vſc their Slaves very well, ſeldome 
or neyer giving them any corrc« 
Rion. 

Though they have not ſo many 
diſeaſes amongtt them, as we, yet 
they are not without their ſhare;& 
thcſe as troubleſome as ours : the 
moſt frequent are the YNeapo'itar 
diſcaſe, pains in the head, burning 
Feavers, (which for. the moſt part 

| are 


' 


| 
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_ are occaſion'd by their women)che 
Chollick, and worms which grow - 


betwixt the fleſh and the skin, to - 
which ſtrangers alſo being ſubjc&, 


I ſhall fpeak a-word or two anon, 


For the Neepoiitan diſcaſe(which 


3s not infamous amongft them)they 
uſe only Salſeparills, which they 


' boyl in a Skillet to fuch a height, 


and then ſtraining it, they ule it as - 


a diet-drink, and (as they ſay theme: 


ſelves) with very great ſucceſs. 


Their pains in their head they - 
cure by ſfomentations made of cer-. 
tain herbs which they lay upon : 


the Patients face, and it takes the 
pain away immediately. Sometimes 
they railc little bliſters upon it, 


which then applying to them a . 
certain kind of Earth, they have - 


amongſt them , it aſlwages and 
cures them alſo, 


The Chollick;,. and Wind in 
the.Stomach, is not over frequent 


I 4- among &:: 
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amongſt the Natives, but all Stran> 
gers are much ſubject ro them, till 
they be accuſtomed to the air of 
that Countrey. 

To preventand fortihe ones ſelf 
dzainit them, it is good to bind a- 
bout the Stomach very haid , to 
keep ones {zl warm ip the night 
witk a Waſte-coat, or ſome other 
thing, and if notwithſtanding all 
this, it be not prevented, it is not a- 
| milſsto take 4 or 5 drops of balm of 
Sulphur in a little Strong-water, 
cover ones felf well, and ſweat, the 
next day let blood, then purge two 
dayes after,and 'tis odds but he will 
be well. 'Tis very dangerous ſleep- 
ing upon the ground, in three days 
many times they are dead of an in- 
curable cold. 

Sometimes they bath them with 
Mallows, Marſh-Mallows, Pel- 
litory of the Wall, Powder of 
Caſſia, each half an ounce, then 
| they 
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they boyl it upon the fire to a cer- 
tain degree, and put ten or twelve 
drops of Oyl of Annifecds amcneft 
it, which makes it ſovereign ; but 
the bcſt way of all is to keep t':8 
Stomack warm, and have a gieas 
care of ſlceping upon the ground. 
' As to the worms which grcw 
betwixt the skin andthe fleſh, Fo- - 
reigners are as much ſubje& to » 
them, as they ; they breed cver all 
the body, but principally in the : 
thighs, legs, and. moſt fle{hy parts. . 
Sornetimes + they have them twe 
years together; and never perceive 
It till about a fortnight before the 
come out.. By the report of thoſe 
who have: had them, there is no 
torment like them, & jt excecds the 
moſt violent pain in the teeth. 
There has been great inquiſiti= 


on -into the cauſe of it, ſome attri- 


bute it-to their Palm-wine, others 
tothe Fiſh which is caten ypon 
" 

I 5 that _- 


202 AVozage toGuinee.. 
that Coaſt, others to their Water, 
every one arguing according to his 
fancy, but all of them-wide of the. 
Mark; for thoſe Mores who live 
but forty leagues up higher into the 
Countrey, know nothing of it at 
all, nor are in any danger of the 
Evening dew. 

The moſt probable cauſe is the 
dew which falls in- the Evening 
upon the Coaſt, occafioned by the 
Breezes from the Sea, which be. 
ing very cold, the ores do con. 
Rantly make fires at - their feet 
when they go to ſleep, and indced: 
nothing is of more, importance td 
enes health, than-to keep -off the 
chilneſs oFthat Air, and to pre- 
ferve ones ſelf as warm as one can 
The ill. water they drink, togs 
ther with. the naftineſs of their 
dict, may add ſomething, but *ti 
the nipping Winds and Rain: 
which fall upon the Coaft , and 
make 


_— 
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makes thoſe parts fo ſubje& to- 
worms : in Fane, Fuly, and Auguſt,” 
(which are the moſt rainy months 
amongſtthem') experience tells us, 

thoſe worms are moſt apt toengen- 

der. In fhort, every drop of their 
Rain is bigger than a large Pea : if 
in a [ſhower of that nature, one: be: 
wet never. {o- little, - and lets his- 
clothes dry upon his back, befides 


' that in three dayes his clothes ſhall 


be rotten,.- if -he-has no worms, he 
ſhall be fure of- a diſtemper that - 
will be very dangerous. 

We may:-affirm- therefore 'tis-: 
the. rain, . as: well as the dew, 
which produces theſe worms, how, 
or which way, F leave tothe Phi-- 
loſopher, and Phyſician to reſolve; 
but this I am ſure, having many 
times put out a bit of fleſh in the 
rain, or in the evening dew, I 
found as ſoon as the beams of ths 
Sup glanced but upon It, it —m_ 
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all into Worms, which experi- 
ment I made very often, 8& am con- 
vinced by it, that they come but 
thoſe two ways, cither C the rain 
or the dew.Oft thoſe Worms which 
grow in the body, there are two 
ſorts, one leſſer, the other greater, 
and ſome of them as flender as a 
. hair; the leaſt are half a foot long, 
the larger a foot, and ſcme. there 
are of an cl, but very rarely. 

: When you. are. once plagued 
with them, there is nothing to be 
done till they are. out, which 1s 
gyident by the tumours they raiſe 
in the fleſh, and the ſwelling of 
the part where they lie. T here is 
nothing )ike keeping ones Led,and 
opening the corner of the 5$kin 
gronly wich a kniſe to give them 
tree paſſage. if they perceive theng 


advancing, they may baften their + 


journey , and pull them out. by 
ittle and litcle, if they and any 
"ut my 
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ſtop or reluctance in the Worm, 
they muſt let them alone ( leſt they 
break them) and tye a hair or piece. 
of filk about them, to keep them 
from going back : ſometimes ſeve.. 
ral of them will come out at one. 
hole, but they muſt have paticnce, 
ſor their motion 13 but flow : above 
all things they mult have a care of 
breaking them, for they are of {6 
venemous a quality,there is no. way 
to preſerve the perſon againſt its 
virulence, but by cutting off the 

' part. When they are out, they uſu- 
ally rub the place with butter and 
ſalt, and walh it with Sca- water, 
which in that caſe is ſoverajgn. 

| Thcirbeſt way to fecure them- 

[; {clves againlt them, ts to put hle- 

- duſt into their breeches and ſhooes 
to keep their ſect dry, and. if at 

- any time. they be wet, to change 
their clothes and their. drawers 
immedtately, by no means toſltep 

_vpon 
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upon the ground, to havea care of 
the. Seraine or evenings dew, to 
bind themſclves up clole, and keep 
their. ftomachs warm, to abſtcin 
from Women, to uſe confetion 
of Hyacinth, _Alkermes, or Clarice, 
to kzep ones ſclf clean, avoid the 
raine , which the Moores arc as 
feard of as the Plague, ſhutting up 
themſelves as ſoon as it begins but 
to mizzle ; if one be wett, to dry 
his cloths, and by theſe obſervati- 


ons they may be probably prevent- - 
I faw a perſon of quality who 
had been there 17 years, who told 


ed. 


me he had never been troubled 
with them but the firſt year, and 
that was for want of theſe cautions. 


But to continue- theſe ſtories of : 
death and diſeafes, is but ro make - 


the Reader chagrinand melancho- 
Iy;it is time now I ſhould to ſome- 
bing of 

tiſcment, 


of 


j 


more-pleafure and. divers 


-- 
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Of their Dances, and. Feaſts, both , 
private and ſolemn... 


'F 'He Inhabicants-of the Coafts . 
of Frick, ares great lovers 
of Muſick, and fongs, but eſpe- 
cially of dancing, in which they 
ſpend two or three hours every 
evenirg before they go to bed: to 
this purpoſe the men and women 
both, diefs themſelves as. fine as 
they can,putting on their bracelets: 
of Gald and Ivory;- and trimming 
up their.hair-; the men carry little: 
fanns in their hands, made of the 
tayls of Elephants, or Horles,(like 
the beaſom-of feathers wherewith 
pictures are duſted, ſaving that 
theſc are gilt at both.cnds.) and - 
meetall ata place about Sun-ſet ; 
Being come together, thoſe who 
make the: Mufick, draw into a cor- 
ner: by thetnſelves', their Inftrw» 
ments 


203 AY ojage to. Gu Ince, 


ments are a kind of Drum, or Ta- 


bor, made of the trunck of a Tree, 
hollowed:. A Cane with ſeveral 
holes in it, like a flute, a T7 a»:bour 
de Baſque, and an inftrument.ſome- 
thing near our Guitars, with ſix 
ftrings ; all- which. playing toge-+ 
ther, make no contemptible, har- 
monie. As ſoon as they ſtrike up, 
the men and women divide imme- 
diately., and. putting themſelves 
( two and two) direaly againſt one 
another , they begin their dance, 
marching up to one another, and 
then recoyling in good mcaſure, 
clacking their hingers, as they paſs 
nodding thcir heads, whiſpering 
certain words into one anothers 


cars,tofling abouttheir fanns, with 


a thouſand poſtures and geſticula- 
tions, and in this manner fpending 
the evenings till .they go to bed: 
this dance is not much -unlike one 
of our Filowx in France; ſome of 


their. 


# 


| 
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their women and maids will take 
a hoop and: throw it upon. the 
ground ,”-then skip, and dance 
about it, and at laſt take it up with 
their toes. _ In ſhort, dancing is 
in ſo great requeſt amongſt them, 
they have Schools on purpoſe to 
teach them. 

Beſides Sundays, they have par- 
ticular Feſtivals, and particular 
dances belonging tothem ; for the 
dayes which arc obſerved by their 
Kings, I {hall ſpeak of in a Chap» 
ter by themſelves. 

On the 26 of April being at 
Frederisbourg, I ſaw one of theſe 
Feaſts, which are commonly in- 
ſtituted in memory of ſome advan- 
tage befaln the Stare : This that 
] was at, was celebrated by the 
King of Fetu's Son-in-Law, who 
had gain'd a great battel againſt 
the King of Acanis, and the Lord 
of AHramben, on the ſame day the 
year. 
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year before, in which ingagement 
asthe General of Frederisboarg told 
me, there were ſlain ow both fides 
above 5coa men. The Feſtival be. 
gan at Cape-Corſe, where the Son- 
in-Law lived, who made a great 
Feaſt,diſtributed largely to allhar 
were there, who troubled- them. 
felves that day with nought but 
their ſports, and at night-came to 
finiſh their ceremony at the Caſtle 
of Frederisbourg ; we were juſt ſet- 
ting down to the Table, when on. 
a ſudden we heard a-great noiſe. of: 
thowts and acclamations, and im- 
mediately their Drums and their 
Frumpets trike up. Their Trom-. 
= are of Elephants tecth made 
ollow : we perceived/preſently it 
was the Kings Son-in-Law, with 
his Drum before him, 15 or 20, 
Trumpets, about 12 of his Wives, | v 
and about 60 Slaves after him, rwo | a 
of which attended him with great | r; 
Bucklers,. 
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Bucklers, carried on vpote tO £0» 
xcr him, and two others with his, 
Darts, his Bow, and. his Arrows. 
The Women were dreſt: in Das» 
mask and Taffatics,” which they 
wrapt aboutthem from their breaſts 
to their mid-legg, wearipg ſeveral 
Fetiches upon their heads, ſeveral 
little plates of gold in bracelets, a+ 
bout their wriſts and, ankles,or elſe 
of Raſaae or Ivory, their hair very 
well dreft,according tothe mode of 
that Countrey; the Kings Son-in« 
Law had a piece' of blew Taffaty 
about his waſt, whoſe two: ends 
were drawn betwixt his leggs, and 
trail'd almoſt upon the ground. Be- 
fore him he had a little faulchion 
carried, he had « Cap trim'd with 
pieces of the skulls of ſuch perſons 
as he had killed, and covered all o- 
ver with plumes of feathers : on his 
arms of his lezgs, he had (cve-. 
ral little piecesof gold cxcelently 
| | | wel}: 
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well wrought, 'and two little fanns 
ig his hands made-of horſe-hair ; 
When they were received into the 
Court, after a hundred-thonts and 
acclamations, the men put them- 
ſelves on one fide, the women on 
the other,,and the Slaves, Trum- 
pets, and Drums behind him, who 
ſounded as they palſsd, and made 
all the noiſe and clamour was pol- 
fible; having ſeparated themſelves, 
they began their approaching, and 
retiring with great exaQneſs, tur- 
ning themſelves this way and that 
way about half a quarter of an 
hour : aſter this he gave his 2 ſanns 
to one of his Slaves, and taking his 
Dart in his hand, he-pretende4 to 
dart it at the women, who were do- 
ing the ſame thing on their fide; 
but the Slaves got about him, and 
cover'd him quite with their buck- 
lers : this having laſted a pritty 
while, on a ſudden”he claps his 


£ hand. 
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hand upon his ſword, and run a tilt 
at ths women; who did the ſame'td 
bim with ticks they. had in their 
hands for that .purpoſe, .and then 
mingling chemlſclves pell-mell with 
the Slaves(who had ſwords alſo in 
their:lrands, and made as if they 
Hruck them as hard as they could) 
they gave a great yell, divided 
222in, and ſo made an end of their 
Ceremony, | 
- The General treated them very 
kindly. with Strong waters and 0- 
ther things, and whiſper'd to mr, 
tha: their- manner of hghting was 
at that rate ;.. in ſhort, this Son-in- 
Law of his Majeſty was not quit of 
this fopperie 'at leſs charge than 
geo Marks of Gold,from thence'hg 
went to the . Governour -of the 
Mores in Frederisbourg,topals that 
night with him, end aq-weheard, 
be Ray'd very;graciouſly' with him 
tillths nexttay at. non, 
- 0, 
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Of their Exerciſes, their workmen, 
their Trades, their Merchandiſes, 
their Fiſhing, which way it is uſed 
and the Duty they pay to their King. 


S they have ſeveral Trades 
and imployments amongft 
them, ſo are they ygery conſtantly 
imploy d, eſpecial py if there be no 
Ships upon their Coaſts to divert 
them. They have Goldſmiths 
which work very curiouſly, they 
have Carpenters that make their 
(noes,they have people that Fifth, 
they have others that cut down 
their wood, the women in the 
mean time keeping their Markets, 
and ſclling their Commodities to 
Merchants which come higher out 
of the Countrey. | 
. Thoſewho come aboard to ne- 
gotiate with us are commonly Offi 
cers, or Captains of ſome Town, 
2 who 
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who are all of- them Merchants :- 
their manner of coming aboard us, 
is in a littleCazoe,very neatly made, 


| rowed by two Mores,the Merchant 


in the middle upon a little chair, 
with his ſword lying by him. 

Being of ſeveral places, they have 
a diflercent way of Trading, thoſo 
who live farther up the *Countrey, 
ard are neither acquainted with 
the language, nor-manner of Comes. 
merce, Which is practis'd by the 
Whites,are conſtrain'd to make uſe 
of a lort of Brokers to-negotiate for 
them, and do uſually give them 
good recompence for their pains ; 
thisis an advantage accrews parti- 
cularly to ſuch as livencar the Seg- 
ide, and (ſo generally are they de- 
votcd to their profit ) the greateſt 
Merchants amongſt them will not 
refuſe the imployment, at there be. 
the leaſt proſpe& and expeRation 
of gain, 

Moft 
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| Moſt commonly,it is th-ſe who 

live upon the Coaſts, or within 10 
\ teagues diſtance of the Sea,that buy 
vp the Commodities which are 
brought in by ſuch Ships as come 
into their Roads, and ſell them af- 
cerwards when the Ships are gone, 
tothe Inlanders, ſeldome for leſs 
profit than fix per Cert. 

Having been deceived ſometimes 
formerlv, they are now grown ſo 
ſfubtil and wary, there is no cheat- 
mg them any more; it is our bufi- 
neſ; now rather to be upon our 
guards, leſt they be too cunning for 
us. They have ſo great judgment & 
inſight intoMerchandiſe,they will 
dittinguiſh whether a piece of Saye 
be dyed at Leyden or Harlem. 

When their bargains are made, 
and their buſineſs done, they fall a 
begging and bawling for ſome pre- 
ſent-or other (which they call Ds- 
che ) and will never be fatisfycd 


} 


With 
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without it. I he Hel/apders brought 
up 'this Cuſtom at firſt, to cajole, 
and work them off from the Portu- 
gais : But what they did'volunta- 
riy then, is become now ſuch a 
Cuſtome, that ſome of the [ores 
are ſo conuhdent, as to demand: 
what preſent they fhall have; be- 


| forg they will admit any propoti- 


tion of Traffick. 

They have one pretty odd kind 
of ſuperſtition among them, if a 
Merc hant ſneezes as he comes out 
of his houſe, and turns his head . 
by accident, towards the right 
hand, ( which they call Eninfan) 
they believe they ſhall.cun a great 
hazard of lofing their goods that 
day. If he turns it. to *the left 
(which they call 44»icon) though 
they were ſure to gain the profits 
of a Kingdom, they would not ttix; 


| Jout that day from their houſes. 


_- - thes 
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They have alwayes ſtore of boys, 8 
young fellows attending up>5n the 
ſhore, to carry the Commodities 
they have bought to their houſed, 
for which 'the Merchant - gives 
them ſome lirtle pieces of go'd as a 
reward. Thoſe wholive lugher up 
the Countrey, have all their Com- 
moditics brought down upon the 
backs of their Slaves, tak ng a9 
uſe of horſe, or any other Creature 
inthat buſineſs, which is no {mall 
iaconvenience to a Merchant that 
comes 2 huadrcd leagues to us croſs 
-the Countrey, and forces them to 
travel witch their Arms. 

Fiſhing being their principal im- 
ployment, every morning there are 
twenty or thirty Caves to be ſeen 
ſaiiing orft of their harbours, & di- 
vidivg themſelves inftantly into all 
quarters when they com? out toSea. 
Is each of 'them they have com- 
monlytwg'men, one to fiſþ, & the 
other 
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other to manage the Canoe, and by 
them they.have their (words and 
their Victua's. Their [anves are ve- 
ry neat and beautiful, painted and 
adorned with all poſſible *care ; 
they faſten Fetiches to them, to pre» 
ſerve them from ſtorms & diſaſters, 
and when they have done filhiog, 
they draw them up under a place 
on purpoſe to keep them dry. They 
are ſo light, two men will carry 
one of them ag they pleaſe. 

In this manner they go a fiſhing 
every morning, yet not ſo much by 
delign, as by natural impulſe, the 
wind from the hills forcing them as 
it were to Sea , and altering ak 
night, and blowing hard upon the 
ſhore,they are brought home again 
by the ſame neceſlity and violence: 
and this they do conſtantly every 
day but Sondly, never failing when 
the weather will endure it. 

The moſt general way of f- 

K 2 ing, 
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' ing, is With little hooks, of which 
thcy faiten twenty ( ſamerimes') 
to one line.; oth:rs-make uſe-of 
lines with * a kind of ſlipping 
n-oſcs, but this isas.rarely- at Sea, 
a; it is ordinary in th:ir. Rivers, 
and Lakes within -Lan:l. They 
: are much delighted with fiſhing in 
the night, which they do by the 
light of Terches greas'd over with 
Oyl of. Palm,-or Roſen, hookinz 
the hth up-as they come near them. 
' O:hers :£0-up to the bellies into 
the:Sea, with a lighted Torch in 
 cne hand, and a Net an the other, 


Which they throw over them with 


gzeat dexterity : and from hence 


'. we may colle& how induſtrious 


they are, negle&ing no time, nor 
labour to get themſelves a lively- 
hocd. Art their return, they are 
attended by ſeveral beves, who are 
alwaies waiting in the harbour 
tobelp them home with their fith, 

| b and 
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and to make up their Lines and : 
their Nets for them, for which 
pains, they uſually gratihe them 
with ſome little preſent of-tifh. 

But the Filherman and Merchant 
are no ſooner return'd, but the Re- 
ceiver of the Office ( in which 
the Dutics and Cuftoms are paid; 
for the King in whoſe Dominion 
that Port is ) ſtands ready alwaics - 
to receive them, and to carry with 
him a full 'third- of whatever they 
bring-on ſhore) to- bring the Mer- - 
chant to a higher compolicion, for - 
there being no fix'd prices fet, itis - 
the Merchants bufineſs to get off 
as cheap,and the Receivets to hoiſt 
him as high'as he-can : -befides 
theſe duties, the foreigh Merchants 
which are not of that -Kingdom, 
ars oblig d ſometimes * to: give -a 
Mark of gold\more for a free paſ- 
ſage through the territories of the 
neighbouring Priuces; - 
=— . But 
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But thoſe who live upon the Sea- 
fide,are exempred from any tribute 
3n this nature, -provided the worth 
of their Merchandiſe exceeds not 
Wo ounces of gold at one time, if 
it does, they pay as other people. 
The duty upon their fiſh is paid 
punQually to the Receiver every 
day, who as punQually ſends it 
every day to the King ; not ons 
Fiſherman daring under a great 
enalty, to ſell one morſell till it 
be paid, this tribute being defign- 
ed to the ſuſtenance of his Royal 
Family ; for which reaſon, what« 
ever filh is'taken, is brought im- 
mediately-to the Office, where the 
Receiver has a great meaſure about 
the bigneſs of a Peck, which he 
fills and delivers frankly to the 
Filkerman ; that lone, he mea- 
fures the reſt, and reſerves a fifth 
part for the King, which is ſent 
away preſently by the Slaves - 
c 


the uſe of the houſe. Theſe Receis 
vers are for the moft part,the Sons,: 
Brothers,or ncar Relations of their 
Kings. 


4 
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Of the Kings of thoſe Countreys, their 


' Courts, Authority, and manner of 


living with their (ourtiers of their 

wives and Children, of the Succeſſi- 

on of their Kingdoms, their Reve- 

nues, Feats, Deaths, Burials, and: 
Elections of another King.: 


He Kings. being the chi-F 
heads of ſo many people, I 
ought in juſtice to have given them- 


the precedence, and have ſpoken 
of them in the arſt-Chapter;but ha- 


ving never ſcen them my ſelf, an{ 


what I write is but from the report 
of ſuch as have lived there fix 
or ſeven year, I have thought it: 
beſt to put this, and the three ſub- | 
ſequent Chapters. by themſelves, 
having been an eye-witneſs of 


K.4; , what 
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what I have writ before, & what! 
ſhall write bere&ter of the Fruits & 
Prod eons of that Countrey :. But 
theſe Chaprers I took out of the 
Memoires of the General, &' Mini- 
Ker of F redertsbourg, who areyun the 
K ingdome of. Fetus Sas their-man- 
n:rs. and. cultoms.. aH:along thoſe 
Eoalts arc. evcry where the fame, 
ſpeaking of one, I ſhall give ſuffici- 
_ ent proſpect, and: ioformation of 
them all. 

The Xing of Fetu25 they repre- 
ſetited him to me, is nb unhandſome 
man, he is a great lover of the 
Whites, 8 has cxpreſt it upon ſe: 
veral occafions ; he. is about five, & 
forty, or fifty years old, Majeſtick, 
requires honour and reſpet, rich, 
and'very liberal, he has come many 


times to viſit the Governour of Fre- 


derisbourg,& made him ſeveral pre- 
ſents: Liberality is very ordinary in 
theſe parts,and, uſgd,to inveigle the 


people, 
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people, and oblige them to parties: 
He keeps a great Court, paſling e-- 
way the time in drinking & langh- 
ing in a great Hall. in the middle ef 
his Palace ; about Sun-ſct he ſets 
himſclf down at the Gate, dreſt ve- 
ry line, with his bracelets and neck- 
laces of Gold, &.clad in the richeſt 
habits can be bought for money; in 
this manner, if he be at peace, he 
paſſes, away his time with his La- 
dies, whoſe. principal buſineſs is to 
walh:and keep: him neat againſt 
night, at which time he has dan- 
cing conſtantly and talle, 

His ſubje&s have. ail of them a 
great veneration ſor.-him, & are in 
muth aw and apprehenſion of his 
diſpleaſure,by reaſon that whoever 
amonefſt them has but once. diſ- 


4 obey'd their King, he is ip,” fatto 


by the Laws of that Xingdome; 
made incapable of any publick of- 
fice. His authority 'is ſo abſolute, 

RK 5 he 
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he does what he pleaſes, and no. 
body dares to controul him. 

He has alwayes a great number 
of- Slaves.and Souldiers guarding 
his Palace, which is very large, and 
neat, and incomparably much 
handſomer than. a: houſe he has 
near the Sca-fide.:. it conſiſts of a» 
bove two hundred chambers, and: 
is built in the-midft of. a Town, 
with large Courts round abaut it ; 
when he gces abroad, he is always 
attended and carried upon the 
fhoulders of his Slaves, all people 
endeavou: ing to pleaſe him where- 
ever be comes. 

* .To gain the affetions of: his 
Courtiers, and the Grandces of his. 
Countrey, above all things it is 
neccflary he be Noble, for they 
hate avarice, and look upcn it as 
ignominious In a great perſon, on 
whom all people dodepend , to be 
too parkmoniouſly intent upon 
| hoord: 
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hoording ap-Gold ; Yer this hibera-- 
Itty that,1s look d for, conhRs only 
in treatings & banquets, which he 
makes very oiten for them, & if tt e: 
Whires at any time make him a 
preſent, he diſtributes it amongſt 
them,. it it be of Strong-waters, he- 
drinks it merrily amongſt them,, 
preferring their company, in that: 
caſe, to his Wives and Children, . 
to whom. notwithſtanding he al-- 
lows.a proportion, 
| He has as many Wives as he plea». 
fes,who are all diſpoſed into ſeveral 
appartements, with whom he dines; 
or ſups ſometimes as he thinks: 
200d, but very ſeldom, when they 
g0 abroad,they are carried likewiſe 
on the ſhoulders of their Slaves: : 
they are abundantly proud, and im- 
ploy their whole time in diverting 
and indulging the King ; ſome"of_ 
them, are admitted,into his eqmpa- 
gy after dinner in the great Hall 


and. 
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and are very happy if they may bur, 
waſh and drefs him in themorning, 
they having fervants cnough to dil- 
patch wharelſe is to be done'in the 
houſe: when they have ſpruc'd him 
up, they fall to work upon them- 
ſelves, combing, and curling their 
hair in ſeveral poſtures .: their 
cloaths are very rich alwaies, and 
tcaden ſometimes with ſuch abun- 
dance of Gold,it isa wonder which 
wav they can bear them. 
Whilſt their Father lives, their 
Children are brought up *ar the 
c barge ofthe publick-when they go 
abroad out of the Palace, they are 
carried by their Slaves likewiſe, 
and have alwayestheir Trumpets, 
and one Drum :by which formali- 
ries they are diſtinguithed from 0- 
ther people, and as they paſs, re- 
cei:e great honour and'reſpett. 
Phe ſacceffton ofthe Kingdom 
Foes not to the Children, 1s it does 
; in 
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in Europe, bnt devolves upon him 
that'is next.of Kin'to his Majeſty, 
that ghe Crown may be ſure never 
to go outof the Koyal Family : for 
this reafon the Kings Children 
make hay whiltt the Sun ſhincs, & 
hy vp. what they can Whilſt their 
Father is alive ; they: work and 
take pains too as well as the reſt, 
having no other advantage Lut ex- 
emprion from tribute , [living al- 


. wayes with their Father: whilſt he 


lives himfe}f, they bave.opportu- 
nity of getting & Jaying up againſt 
an evil day. If they marry,the Fa- 
ther gives them only the quatity 
of Nobles; mor bat te Wu d W1l- 


Tingly:do'more, but dares tot :'the 


preareſt priviledge they have, is to 
keep Slaves,” but the Xing difpoſes 
of all as he” pleaſes.. The principal 
'Officey/ of the Kingdome are. re - 
ſferv'd for them; as well as the chief 
"Commands ' in 'the Armies in 
; . times 


239 A'Voyage to Guinee: 
times of war : In time of peace they 
are ſent frequently as hoſtages to. 
other Princes, to fſccure Their 
Leagues, and to inform themſcives 
of their manner of Governmeni:z if 
they be brwe' men, and gencrous, 
they are reſpeted when their Fa- 
ther is march'd off, bur if covetous 
and baſe, on the contrary they are 
abandon'd by their Relations, and 
contemptible to every, body clfe ;. 
they will oftentimes complain that 
their Father durſt not do any thing 
indirealy to inrich them,that they 
are poor , and \indigent , and yet 
haye vaſt treaſures:conceal'd.”. - . 
The Revenue of the King con- 
fits in Fruit, Fiſb, Wine, Oyl of 
Palm,Millet,R ice, Mays, Fleſh,and 
whatever elſ&is neceſtary to the life 
of man : all which are Waka in 
daily to his Palace, that he may 
have no cares upon him , nor no 
room left for any thing but diver- 
fon, The 
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The Revenue of the Eftate ariſes. 
from the Cuſt.ms and Fines which. 
are adjudg'd to him in Civil and 
Criminal caſes, which the Receiv-. 
ers deliver every 3 months to his. 
Treaſurer, who makes the whole 
disburſement, . both ſor matters of 
State, for the expence of his Court, 
for the payment of the Souldiers in: 
time. of war, for- his privy purſe, 
buys all the Cloths for the Kingghis: 
Wives, and his Children, upon 
which ſcore, he never flirs from 
him, accompanies him where ever 
he goes, and has an appartment in 
his Palace; this Office of -Trea- 
ſurer,is the beſt Office in the King- 
dome,and the Treaſurer is in more 
repute amongſt all people, then- 
any child of the Kings. 

Beſides Sundays (which the King 
paſſes ordinarily after his devotions 
are ended amongſt his Wives and 
his Children) he obſerves ſeveral 

' Pohivgl 
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Feſtival days, in which he buys up + 


all the Palm- wane, and Fow], the 
Peaſants bring that day,and fegalcs 
the T reaſurer, his Courtiers, & No- 
bles of the Countrty,in the compa- 
ny of his Wives and his Children. 
T he farſt and chief Feaſt which 
he obſerves, is on the day of his 
Coronation annually, which they 
call the Feaſt of Feritbes : on that 


day he invites not only all his Nos . 
bles, but his neighbouring Princes, . 


and whatever Whites are upon his 
Coaſts, who ſend him preſents at 
that time, ard are preſent themes 
ſelves if they have any deſigns upon 
his friendſhip : if they come upon 
the invitation, he receives them ve- 
ry well, ſeaſting them- for three 
, dayes together, and' entertaining 
with Balls and Dances, and what- 
Ever. may contribute. to their re- 


creations; to which they do, 


who'ly deyore themſelves; aſter 
5 they 
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they have paſt thicir devotions, 
( which are finiſhed to their Feri- 
ches uſually in a morning ) and af- 
ter they have leſt them meat and 
drink at the foot of ſome Noun- 
tain or Tree, to refreſh themſelves 
it they happen to be hungry. 

| The othet, Feaſts which they 
obſerve, are ordinarily in memory 
of-ſfome eminent accident for the 
honour, or advantage of the State, 
as-upon ſome memorable victory,or 
ſo, in which caſes. the Europeans 
are commonly. invited, and muſt 
come too, if they mean to keep up 
a good correſpondence with them. 
Theſe Feſtivals conlift in Collati- 
ons, Banquets, Dances, and Songs, 
Ly all which the liberafity of that 
Prince is very conſpicuous, but eſ- 
pecially by his Featts. When their 
King dies,they exprels their forrow 
by their complaints, their. dole- 
{ul Songs, and- horrible outcrics.; 


after 
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after the aforementioned Cercmo-- 
nies arc over, he is expoſed for 
ſome days, and in the mean time, 
his meat and drink ſerved up to- 
him, as ducly as he were alive. 
When his body begins to ſmell, 
2 or 4 of his Slaves take him, and 
carry him into the Woods, where 
they bury him as they plcaſe, no 
perſon yet having ever known 


where thcir King was buried: if. 


any of their Wives follow him, the 
Slaves kill them, and bury chem 
together, throwing in their Fett- 
ches aſter them, andthen his arms, 
Sword, Darts, Bows and Arrows, 
Cloths, Houſholdftuff, & whatever: 
he delighted in when he was alive:. 
by his fide they place good ftore 0 
Palm- Wine, Rice, and ſuch other 
neceſſary ſuſtenance,and wlien they 
have done,they preſent themſclves 
very demurely before the Palace to 
be killed, believing they fnall be 
| cocks 
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cock{ure of rhe beſt places about 
their King in the other world. 

Whil the Slaves are imploy'd 
in the interrement of the King, the 
Inhabitants of the Town,run up & 
down like mad, cutting the throats 
of man, woman,child, and ſlaves, to 
make his equipage as they call it, 
and attend his Majefty into the 0- 
ther world, infomuch, that it he be. 
agreat Prince,they kill 4 or 5 huns 
dred perſons ſometimes at the day 
of his funeral.If he loved any place 
better than ordinary, they ſ<t up a 
Tombe for him there, where his 
Succeſlor commands all things ne- 
ceſſary to be plac'd onceevery year, 
ft he ſhould want any thing in 
the world where he is gone. 

When their Funerals are over, 
the next Kinſman is advanced to. ' 
the Throne, and then conducted 
with great acclamation to his Pa- 
ace(which is lock'd up & a ay 

| #&t 
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give him pofleſlion of all the Trear 
' ſure his Predeceſlor had ſcrap'd 
up, whoſe children cannot pretend 
to any part,of it, .or of any thing 
elſe, unleſs'it be ſomething their 
Father was polleſs'd of betore his 
advancement to the Crown. But 
this is true, the new King gives 
ſomething.confiderable alwayes to 
the Children, and takes care of his 
Wives, who are matches for the 
beſt Noble-men in the Countrey. 
Yet their condition fometimes is {0 


been. good husbands, and Jay'd -up 
ſomething for themſelves, they be- 
come fo. abje&t and contemprible; 
they are {orc'd to make themſcIves 
Slaves for ſubliſtence, and ro live 
in perpetual infamy, to. avoid dy- 
ing with hunger. | 

This done,the new King makes # 
Banquct 


ſct upon it from the death af the 
former) their :next buſineſs is to. 


miſerable, that if they have-not! 
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Banquet for all comers,and a Feait, 
which continues 4 or 5 days,during 
which time he trefts all peop!e,the 
W hites, the Kings his Neighbours, 


& his Nobles, who all of them ſend 


him their preſents. He takes new 
Fetiches that day,and prays to them 
afterwards, renewing this Featt 
every year, as [ have ſaid before. 
Sometimes he changes his Off- 
cers, and puts in his relations_ and 
friends, but 'tis but ſeldome, for if 
they be 01d that were in before, he 
ters them dye-in their places, not 
out of any aftection torhem, but t5 
oblige and captivate the people by 


I ſuch examples of bounty, to whom 


he 'gives great largel]es that day 
likewiſe,& then calling his Wives 
and his Children to Court, they be- 
gin to take Stare upon them, to 
Jeave off beating the Hoof, and to 


, be carried in great Pomp Upcn the 


lhoulders of their Slaves. 


of 


m 
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Of their Nobles, the manney of their 
making of War, the grounds upon 
which they do uſually make it, their 
Arms.of their Ceſſations and Peace. 


O much are the cMores in love 
with the title of Nobles, they 
will not baulk any thing can poſli- 
bly advance them to it, of which 
there are ſeveral ſorts amongſt them 
notwithſtanding : This honour is 
acquired two ways, cither by ſome 
great and honorable Exploit for 
the benefit of the State, or elſe by 
his money : forif a common More 


fands himſelf rich cnough; he muſt F 


be ennobled immediately, though 
it drains him never ſo dry. 

The day he is ennobled, he in- 
vites all his friends, and all the No- 
bility of the Country that are then 
in the Town. In the preſencekf the 
King and his Lieutenant, his Slaves 


[a%s 
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take him up upon their backs, car- 
rying him a pick-pack round about 
the Cicy;the good women dancing, 
and ſinging, and jumping before 
him all day till Supper comes 
vp and ſtops their recreations. 
This Feaſt holds three dayes, 
at the end of which he gives an 
Oxe to the poor, and a proportion 
of Palm-winc. He takes new Feti- 
ches too that day, and obſgrves it 
annually with his kindred and 
friends. 'Tis reported a!ſ>, that the 
Nobilify have'a certain day in 
which they all mcetand feaſt cve- 
ry year amongſt themſelves. 

The Priviiedges which they en- 
joy above other people, are theſe, 
they can Trade in every place as 


{they pleaſe, they can ſell and buy 
" Fſlaves, they may have their drums 
"and their trumpets, and make them 


play asthey think good; but thoſe 
Who are advanc'd for any noble 
atchicve- 
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atchicyment , have this prehemi- 
nence, thar theyhave alwayes the 
principal charges and commands 
in the Army. 

\ Theſe Kings being perpetually 
emulous,and jcalous of one another 
to the higheſt degree, do common- 
ly declare warr upon the ſlighteſt 
occaſion; ſo that upon the leaſt ap- 
prehenfion of injury, the King calls 
his Courticrs together, tells them 
his diſguſt, requires cheir aſſ1i:ance, 
and thcy in hopes, of booty and 
plunder conclude upon a warr. An 
Herald is immediately diſpatch'd 
to the Enemy,and a time and place 
appointed for the battel ; his Sub- 
jects are advertis'd of the quarrcl 
by kis Guards, and a place {ct for 
the Randezvouz ; there is an uni- 
verſal appearance of joy, every one 
prepares againſt thar day,as cheer- 
fully,as 1t were to be his wedding; 


th cy paint and adora themſclves t 


with 


them made of the Skulls of ſuch 
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with variety of colours, and from 
that inftant conceive a mortal and 
implacable batred. againſt rheir 
Encmies: if the injury be great, 
and the warr likely to be long,they 
take their Wives and Children 
with them into the field, bnrning 
their houſes, leſt it ſhould be their 
misfortune to be beaten, and they 
become a prey to the Foe: if the 
quarrel be bur ſmall,they ſend them 
tothe next Town where there is 
peace, to attend their ſucceſs. 
They meet preciſely at the da 

and place, the Captains with Caſ- 

ues upon their heads, ſome of 
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thei: r:igat hand; they have no de- 
ſeniive armes, nor any thing at all 
upon their bodies, but a peice 'vf 
3innen before, that they may be'the 
More ative and agite when they 
come to be ingaged ; before them 
they kave tEeir ſwords carryed, be th 
hind and of cach fide, their Slaves ſl 
with their Bows and Arrows. The 
"common Sou!d'icrs are armed with 
u kinJ4ofBattlc-axc andSword:, aid th 
Yaving of late by their Commerce 
with Dees opeans {cme of them goth 
Muſquets, they are look'd upon a to 
1 rare ſellows,& plac'd in theFrent, of 
Peing come near one another, 'S 
they give a great ſhout, and {all on, ; 
they throw thcir Darts immedi 
ately, ſhoot Arrows without num- FN 
ter, covgring them(clves with their 
Bucklers aguir.fl the Liows cf their 
Fnemies; when thcy once cc me whi 
Totke Sword, they are Devils and, 
not men, tae \ery Wemen and p” 


Childied 
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Children kill and ſlay, and adding 
their cries to the noiſe of the Trum- 
pets and Drums (whiche are play- 
ing inceſſantly) they increaſe the 
fury in their Parents, and excite 
them to more inhumanity. The 
ſlaughter continues till one fide be 
j.. | defeated , but when they fee the 
þ | Rory clear, they give __ 
5 z| hen, and fall a taking of Priſoners, 
'- I which are madeSlaves out of hand, 
and can neyer be ranſom'd upon a- 
> {ny terms whatſoever. 
When the battle is over, ſome 
of them (as an expreſſion of their 
hatred to their Enemies, and devo- 
_ f; tion to their Prince)willeat the bo. 
" Jdies of thoſe they have kill'd, but 
We all of them cut offtheir under Jaws, 
-.fJand hang them afterwards before 
their doors as a mark of honour, 


""Iwhich is the 1& ſtep as it wereVf re- 


1. 


\commending them to the Nobility. 
As their wars are commenced 
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thei: rigat hand; they have no de- 
ſeniive armes, nor any thing at all 
upon their bodies, but a price of 
3innen before, that they may be'the 
More active and agie when they 
'come to be ingaged ; before them 
they kave tEecir ſwords carryed, be- 
hind and of each fide, their Slaves 
with their Bows and Arrows. The 
"common Sou!d:ers are armed with 
u kinJ of Battlc-axc andSword<, a:;d 
Laving of late by their Commerce 
with theEx opeans ſome of them got 
Muſquets, they are look'd upon as 
1 rare ſelloys,& plac'd in theFrent, 
Peing come near one another, 
they give a great [hout, and fall on, 
they throw thcir Darts immedi 
ately, thoot Arrows without num- 
ter, covering them(clves with their 
Bucklers aguirft the biows cf their 
Fnemies; when thcy once come 
tothe Sword, tliey are Deviis ard 
mot men, tne very Wemen and 


Childien 
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Children kill and ſlay, and adding 
their cries to the noiſe of the Trum- 
pets and Drums (whiche are play- 
ing inceſſantly) they increaſe the 
fury in their Parents, and excite 
them to more inhumanity. The 
ſlaughter continues till one fide be 
defeated , but when they ſee the 
vitory clear, they give =__ 
then, and fall a taking of Priſoners, 
which are madeSlaves out of hand, 
and can never be ranſom'd upon a- 
ny terms whatſoever. 

_ When the battle is over, ſome 
of them (as an expreſſion of their 
hatred to their Enemies, and devo- 
tion to their Prince)will cat the bo. 
dies of thoſe they have kill'd, but 
all of them cut offtheir under Jaws, 


. Jand hang them afterwards before 


their doors as a mark of honour, 
which is the r& Rep as it wereVF re- 
commending them to the Nobility. 

As their wars are commenced 
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vpon ſrivolous occaſions, fo they are 
like a wiſp of ftraw,no ſooner kind- 
Jed, but extinguiſhed. Sometimes 
they laſt longer indeed than other, 
. but ſeldome any conſiderable time. 
If after a luſty ingagement, they le 
any better inclin'd, they agrce-up- 
on a place, where they mect cxad. 
ly, bring their Feriches along with 
ham, upon-which they ſiyear (o- 
1cmnly on both fides, to do no hug 
' for the future, to retain no malice, 
nor to remember their paſt hoftilj: 
tic, and for their further ſecuritie, 
hoſtages are delivered, which ar 
commonly the.Sons of the Kings 
.or- (if they haye none ) the prin 


.pal Perſons. of the-Countrey. The 
:reſt of the day iApent by both par 
.ties, in mirtk,” ſinging, dauncin 
& making good cheer, after which 


: * Trading revives betwixt them, ani 


thev. live as lovingly,as if they ha 
never had warrs. 


W hil 
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. Whilft-we were in'that Coun- 
try, there was a'very fierce War 
brake out upon” this occaſion: 
Abrambou is aSeigneury which has 
fix Towns under it; independant 
of any of their Kings, and holding 
of no; body but' the Emperour of 
Achim or _Aeanis Grand. The Pre- 
deceſſor of him that poſleſs'd it 
then, who wasdead about 4 years ' 
before, would needs put a duty 
on theMerchants of Acanis thelels, - 
and all ſuch as paſt through his” 
Domintons, nor was there any of 
the Neighbouring Kings durſt ex- 
—_ the buſineſs, fo great was © 
is courage and power, 

Aﬀter his death, the Merchants 
of Acans demanded reſtitution of 
ſuch goods as had been taken a- 
way by violence before, and were” 
in poſſeſſion of the'preſcnt Prince, 
but they were refuſed, wherenp- 
or-thoſe of Acaris declared warr 
Ly -- againlt-- 


_.: * Trading revives betwixt them, and 
thev. live as lovingly,as if they had 
never had warrs. 
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vpon frivolous occaſions, fo they are 


like a wiſp of traw,no ſooner king- 


led, but extinguiſhed. Sometimes 
they laſt longer indeed than others, 
but ſeldome any conſiderable time. 
If after a luſty ingagement, they he 
any better inclin'd, they agrce'up- 
on a place, where they meet cxad- 
ly, bring their Fetiches along wich 
s omg upon-which they {year ſo- 
Icmnly on both fides, to do no hut 
'for the future, to retain no malice, 
nor to rcmember their paſt hoftili- 
tic, and for their further ſecuritie, 
hoſtages arc delivered, which are 
commonly the Sons of the Kings 
.or- (if they haye none ) the princt. 
.pal Perſons of the-Countrey. The 
*reſt of the day iv-ſpent by both par- 
ties, in mirth,” ſinging, dauncing, 
& making good cheer, after which, 
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- Whilſtwe were in that Coun- 
try, there was a'very fierce War 
brake out upon” this occaſion: 
Abrambou'is'aSeigneury which has 
fix Towns under it; independant 
of any of their Kings, and holding 
of no body but' the Emperour of 
Achim or AHeanis Grand, The Pre- 
deceſſor of him that poſlefs'd it 


then, who was dead about 4 years * 


before, would needs put a duty = 
cls 


on theMerchants of Acaz:s rhe lels, 
and all ſuch as paſt through his” 


Dominions, nor was there any of 
the Neighbouring Kings durſt ex- 


aq m the buſineſs, fo great was © 


is courage and power. 
After his death, the Merchants 
of Acanis demanded reſtitution of 
ſuch goods as had been taken a- 


way by violence before, and were” 
in poſſeſſion of the'preſent Prince, - 


but they were refuſed, whereup- 
on-thoſe of Acanis declared warr 
Ly-- 
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againſt him ': the King of ,Fetu's Son 
being by accident, at Arents, 'nge-, 
ged. generouſly with, the Town, 
and was: ſlain in the firſt battail. 
His Father having no more; Sons, 
and reſenting the loſs of: him, -the, 
more becauſe he, was {9 extracedi. 
narily hopeful, joyned himiglf with 
the Town of _ſcenjs, againk zbeg 
Lord of Abrambos, and.ingaged all 


his allyes in the. quarrel alſo, in ſo-' 


much as the war continued above 
four years,had deſtroyed more then 
Gooo0g.men, and puta flop to all 
Commerce and Trade; The Ge- 
nerals of the Engliſh, Danes, and 
Hollanders, uſtd all poſlible means 
to accommodate the difference, 
butinvainz and in memory of a 
Battail gained by the King of Fern 
in this war, was the great Feaſt 
at Frederisbourg I have ſpoken 
of before. There was a quarrel 
2]ſo betwixt the Kings of Fartir, 
and 
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and -Sabox, about a Noble man of 
Fantin' who had been in love- 
with a Lady of Savow, and ftolen. 
her away : the difference not be- 
ing to be compoſed in an amica- 
ble way, both Kings having' ta-: 
ken cognizance of it, they were 
ſo highly incenſed , they fell to. 
war immediately, endeavouring to 
have ſurprized one another as F 
have mentioned before , for they 
doe not always come to a pich'd 
held, but ſometimes endeavour to. 
deſtroy one another by furprizes. 
and in-Roads, by burning , pil- 
laging of their Towns, and taking. 
all priſoners they meet. 

The Daniſh General told me,that 
ſometimes a Gentleman ( if be. 
were wealthy and rich) would te 
able ro make war againk his King,. 
ſo ſtrangely are the Moyes addict: | 
togain, and inteed it is no wen- 
der having ſo little aſkion 

L 4 Or- 
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or kindneſs for one another, they 
will ſcarcegive a wounded man a 


drop of water to fave. his life, but: 


will ſee one another die like doggs 


without any relief, and for the. 


moſt part the firſt thatforſake them 
are their Wives and their Chil- 
dren. 


At Frederisbourg we-ſaw a poor: 


creature abandoned by all people, 
and the <Mores admiring how we 
durſt come near-him : -but his in. 


firmity being only an oppreſſion in 


His Stomach, our —_— CU- 


red him with, caſe; we ſaw him: 
afterwards merry and drinking 
with his Camezades, who uſed him - 


then with a..thouſand careſles, 


though bat eight dayes before his. 


Wife and children had deſerted 
him, as.not knowing his malady. 


of 
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Of their Civil and their Criminal 
Tuttice, and of the Succeſſions of 


particular men. 


A Mongf#t theſe bruitiſh - and 

- k barbarous' Nations, Juſtice 
has its place, and all crimes are = 
nithable, —__ not capitally, but 
upon great offences. To begin with 
their criminal Juſtice, he which is 
aceuſed of adultery, or fellony, is 
immediately cited by the - Judge, 


. Who having heard what he could 


ſay; and found his deſence to be 
impertinent, ſets a fine upon him 
out of hand, which he is obliged 
to pay down into the: hands of-the- 
Receiver of the Cuſtoms, If he 
be not able to pay it, -he' is ſold as 
Slave, and can never redeem him- 
felf afterwards. If the criminal be 
eſcaped, his Kindred are to pay 
it , unleſs they will chooſe te 
leave the Kingdome' rather ,- and 
L 5* that 
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that without hopes of ever coming 
Into it again. If the accuſation be 
for adultery,(that is to ſay with the 
rſt wife of another Man)the Huſl. 
band has power to divorce himſelf 
from her, but he cangot make her 
a Slave. 

If it be matter of homicide, fratri- 
cide,or diſobedience.to hisMajeſties 
Orders, they are carrycd before the 
King as crimes extraqrdinary:. and 


if the thing be not- very foule in- | 


deed, he condemnes them only in 
aſum of Money,one halftobe pay 'd 
to his Courtiers who are preſent at 
the Tryal (which is always in pub- 
lique)and the other to be pay d in- 
tothe King:Treaſury.Ilf the Offend- 
er be judged todye, he is led out of 
the Town blindtolded, and atthe 
* Placeofexecution,run thorow with 
a Javelio, his head cut off and hung 
upon a Tree, and the reſt of his bo- 
dy cut in mammocks and thrown 
into the aire. ik 
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If one be accuſed in any Civi!, 
or Crimiual caſe, and he deities 
to purge him{ckt by oath, in drink= 
ing, or cating his Fetiche, he is 
permitted, and if he be found dead 
the next morning, the in'ormer 
goes to pot in his place, and pays a 
good round ſum as a penalty 'to 
the King : But if there be ſeverat 
witneſſes which depoſe again{t the 
Criminal, in that caſe he is not al- 
lowed to ſwear. 

They hate adultery mortally, it 
committed with the firſt W ivcs,{or 
which reaſon, they punilh that as 
ſevercly as any other Crime, «n.! 3 
it happens ſometimes, that out of 
the malice they doe naturally ber 
to one another, the Father accitcs 
the Son, and the Son the Father: [f 
an Offender eſcapes, and is taken a- 

ain, he has alarge fine.(ct upon his 
cad, and is made a S'ave into the 
Bargain, without a!l hopes of re- 
demption, la 


» 
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In their civil affairs, whether for 
debt or any thing elſe, they are ci- 
red before the Jndge of that place; 
which I ſaw my ſelf in_the perſon 
of one called Pitre at Frederisbowrg, . 
being come-before the Judge, the 
Plaintiff ſpake firſt, the Defendant 
anſwered,& aſter they had pleaded 
what they could on both. fides, the - 
Judge pronounced ſentence imme- 
diately,which is ſo peremptory and - 
Authentick, there lyes no appeal 


againſt itin any other place, but: }| 


*tis executed forthwith. 

Sometimes the buſineſs is ſo dif- - 
ficult,the Judge will not'undertake - 
20 determine it, but transferrs it to 
the King, in which caſes their an- 
ger and indignation is many times-: 
ſo-increaſt; that-of civil Offenders, 
they become -criminals, and chal- 
lenging one another, they come - 


into the field with three or four- | 


ſeconds on a fide,. and a reſolution 
co 
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to.decide it-by the Sword : If one -- 
be killed upon the place, the other : 
is obliged-to-run out of the King- © 
dom: .t he be taken, he is brooght 


before the King, who ſets a good' 


luſty Fine-upon him,upon the pay- 
aloe of which he 6s diſcharged _ -- 
This a&- of grace. has-ſuch an in- 
fluence, and authority upon the -- 
people,- no body dares aſperſe him - 
in: the: leaft with what is paſt, no 
not ſo much as the Widow nor 
Children of him that is lain, to - 
whom, by the Juftice ofthe Coun- 
try, a moiety of the 'Fine dces na-- 
terally belong: if he has not where- 
withall to pay his Fine, he is made - 
aSlave, and delivered up to them - 
to be ſold into foreign | Antarny 
after which he is never goappear-” 
in his own again.-- 

There was one Fear Clafie Go- 
yernour of Acanis, who came a-” 


board us every day, he told us,- 
that:” 
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that having tought a duel upon oc- 
cation of acivil affair, and killed 
his adverſary, he had a Fire {ct 
upcn him of an hundred: and (c- 


venty Marks of Gold, and pay'd it. 


every penny to the King. 


The Judges are ordinarily the: 


Captains of the Towns, that the 
King may have no more Officers to. 
pay than arc neceſlary,& that more 
advantage might accrew to his 
Treaſury, by the Feafts and Pre- 
ſents they are oblig'd to make him. 
For their inheritances ( which 

* among(t us make the greateſt part 
of our ſuits ) they have no cofitrc- 
verhie at all;the next kinſman inhe- 
riting always amongſt them, to the 
excluftion of Wiſe and Children, 
who have nothing left them, and 
are ſometimes conſtrain'd to ſerve 
for their living, though their Hus- 
band & Father died never ſo rich ; 
for which rea[. n, the good _ 
a ES 
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{cs them to work betimes, that 
when he comes to dye, i: may.be no 
news tothem,but that ſubbſting by 
their labour; they need net be tor- 
ced toturn Slaves or a livelyhood.. 


Of their. Beats, their Birds, and. 
their Fiſh. 


N theſe Countries there are but 
ſew- Elephants to be ſcen, bur 
great tore of Lions, Tygres, Leo- 
pards,Pantherg,and other beafts of 
prey : they afford likewiſe multi- 
rudes of Oxen,Cows, Hogs, Goats, 
Shcep, Stags, Roe-bucks, Wild- 
boars, Deer, & t ares, & other beafts 
which are very good meg, befides 
Civet-Cats,& Apes of ſeveral kinds 
They have Dragons allo, and a 
ſort of great Lizards which arc 
good to cat; they have Serpents. 
of unmeaſurable bi2nels, as alſo 


Crocodils, and Camecleons ;. theſe 
laſt 
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laſt are abour the bigneſs of our 
green'Lizards in France, and do not 
changetheir colour,as is imagined, 
but having their skins frm and (ca- 


ly like glafs; they repreſent variety 


of colours” according to the diffe- 
rent refleQions upon them, which 
is the ground of that errour. 

Their wild Fowl, and Birds of 


ey , are Eagles, of which they: 
fave ſeveral kinds, but one eſpe- 


cially, and which is to be found 
only in the Kingdom of A4cara-; it 
has the feathers of a Peacock, the 
leggs of a Stork, the Bcak of a 
Heron; and a Crown of feathers 
upon the head. The, Commiſli- 
oner at #rara ſent a live one to 
Fredericbourg ', and another dead, 
which was very good meat, but 


the live one was: ſent to the- 


King of Denmark ; From hence 
it” is our- gray Parrots, with red 


tayls and wings arc brought,which 
a2r6 "We 
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are obſerved to. ſpeak ſooner than, 


from any other place: their Para-- 


quittes are very beautiful to the- 
cye, they have' their bodies and. 


their heads green, and as ſmall as: 


fnch, their mulick is not very plea- 


| Linnets, their beak. and feet like. 
Parrots, cdg'd with a kind of red- 
iſh Orange colour, like our gold-: 


fant, but ſome ſay they learn to- 


ſpeak well enough : they have a 
thouſand: forts of little birds of all 


colours, Black, red, yellow, green, 


and. mixt, which they take com-«- 


monly with nets. . 

Their Fowl for the- Table are 
Hens, Pigeons, Pintades Geele, 
Duck and Mallard, Pheſants and 
Partridge, but ſmaller-than ours, 
Peacocks, Felditars, Cranes, Ring- 
doves, Turtles, and Beet in great 


multitudes ; in ſhort, they may be - 


ſaid 'to abound with all ſorts of 


Birds which are viſible amongt us, 
un- 


253 A Voyage toGuinee. 
unleſs it be Larks, of which ſort | 
could never ſee any. - 


Having ſpoken before of their- 


Fiſh, and manner of fiſhing, 1 ſhall 


ſay nothing of their Fiſh again,but 


of ſuch as are to be ſeen upon the 
Coaſt,having indeed nothing to ſay 
of ſuch as are to be found in their 


Rivers and Lakes, which are far-. 


ther up in the Countrey. ' 
Their Sea-fifh are the Gold-fiſh, 


Bonnittes, Facos, as big as our' 


Calves, Sea-Pikes,freſh-Cod, Tun- 


ny-filn, and, Thornback ; Small: 
filh they have in abundance, eſpe-. 


cially Pilchards, which are fat,and 


excellently good : they have a fort: 


of flytng fiſh, the which are very 


good meat, and as white as ſnow :. 


their biggeſt Oyſters ( of which 
they have grea* quantities all along 
thels coaſts ) are no bigger than 
our {mall:#, but very good meat, 
as their Cockles are likewiſe. 

Tt 
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It _ is very dangerous waſhing 
ones ſelf upon theſe.'\Coafts, eſpe> 
cially near the Iſland of $t. Thomas, 


L RR ae Ak. es 


m reſpe& of a ravcnous ſort of fiſh 
called Requiens, which abound 
there. | 

From Cape-Yerd to the Iſland of 
Saint Themas, there is a iſh which 
faſtens1t {elf alwayes tothe Keel of 
the Ship, and will notbe got off: 
the Hollanders call it the Ordure- 
aſh, becaw ſeatlives only of the or- 
dure-whjchk is. thrown'.out of the ' 
Ship; it ivof the-ſhape.of a Groe- 
din, but ſhorter, and without ſcales, - 
it has the skin of an Eel, is flead 
and excoriated like that, and has 
much of its fat, and tafte alſo: it 
ſticks ſofaſt to a Ship by the hel 
of a thing it has upon its head, 
about three fingers broad,and cight. 
hngers long,thatthere is not a man , 
living can put it off ,-" 


Thcir 
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Their Fruits, Herbs, Bread, Millet, 


_ their manner of- ſowing” 
making of Salt. 4 


T 'Heir Fruits upon theſe Coaſts 

Y are Plums, Pears, Oranges, 
Curons, Cuckoe-nuts, and Figgs, 
bur of the laſt no great plenty. 

The General of Prodentobewe has 
made a Garden about Muſquetſhot 
from:the Caftle, where he has Cab- 
bage, and.Roman Lertice, which 
grow very well,they havecxcellent . 
Mellons, and the ground covered : 
all over with a kind of Purſlane ; 
Beſides which, they-have in many 

aces another herb they call Tezze, - 
11 its ftalk- and leaf not unlike our” 
Rape, it is pleaſant to eat, and ve- ' 
ry good for the Stomack. 

They have Potatoes good ſtore, 
which the. Hollander hgs brought 
over, ,and calls them F.1 Avrti- 
; choaks, 


AVoyage to Guinee. 261 
choake, becauſe they have the taſte 
of our 7;names, Which is a thick 
root very white within, which 
they cut .in trenches, as they do 
Turneps in Zimevſin : and this is 
the bread and fole nouriſhment of 
the poor, and Peaſants of that 


. Countrey- their Beans, and their 


Peas are of ſeveral coulours, red 
black, violet colour, arid gray, and 
a ſort. of Lentils in great abun- 
dance, which arc cafily baked, and 


-very good meat. 


They make their bread. of three *© 


Neveral ſorts-of ſeed ; ſome of them 


of Rice, which js very white ;_ but 
heavy upon the: Stomach; others of 
their Millet, which is opething 


-browner than ours, but has not ſo 


good a tafle when 'tis made of that 


- alone; the other of SOR or Tur- 
ky Corn, which is well, 


and very 
common, but much better if ming- 


led withthe flower of 14:/et,which 
makes it more pleaſant., When 
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When the- Month of 4pril ap- 
proaches, they go'to the Receiver 
of the Kings duties for permiſſion 
to ſow, ( all the fields belonging 
wholly to the King ) having ob- 
tained leave, they go up and down 
rooting up the bulbes from one fide 
ro the other, and then digging it 
once or twice, they let it lye for a 
day or two, and then ſow it with 
Rice, Millet, or Mays, for the 
King or the Governour, and when 
they have done for them , they 
begin for themſelves. 

When they have done ſowing, 
they bring all the buſhes they have 
ftulb'd up, into a corner of the 
fiel1, and then burn them, finging, 
an] dancing, and throwing about 
their Palm-wine, in honour of 
their. Fetiches, to the end they 
may ſend them a happy Harveſt : 
It appears in &cight dayes after- 
wards, and they reap it in three 
Months; 
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Months; thoſe who have not ſown, 
buy their proviftion for the whole 
year at that time; thoſe who have, 
ang are obliged to go to the Recei- 
ver, carry him ſuch a proportion of 


gold as they think reaſonable, 


which the Receiver carries after- 
wards to the King, and is very well 
treated for his pains. 

Their..Mays or Turky Corn, a- 

grees bcſt with the Hills, their 
Millet and Rice with the Valleys ; 
they plant their Aſays, as we do 
our Pcgs,but their Milletand Mays 
is ſown as we do our Corn. 
' I did not obſerve many Flowers 
vpon the Coaſts, only ene whoſe 
leaves and ftalk were as large as our 
Muftard-tree : the flower 1s of an 
aImirable lame colour, but no 
ſcent at all, they are moſt common 
about the Ifle of Saint Thomas. 

Their Sa't is whiter*and bet- 
ter then ours, they myke it in 
great 
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great quantity in JF arsary, Febru- 
'ary, and March, which they car- 
up afterwards higher ,into the 
Country, and make good advan- 
tage by it, but it has this deft&, 
it wil} not endure their violent 
heats, but -becomes bitter and 


Acide. 


.Of their Gold, where it is found, 
and how, with the variety of 
works they make of it. 


| He Gold which is tranſport- 

ed in ſo great quantities from 
theſe Coaſts, that it gives them 
the Epither of Go/dex, 1s taken in 
ſeveral places. 

The Gold of Axime is reckon'd 
the beſt, and is oftentimes found in 
pieces of two and rwenty, or three 
and twenty Carrets. 

The Gold of Acara or Taſore, 
is ſomething leſs: that of —_ 

An 
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and Achema is next, and the worſt 
of all is the Gold of Ferw. 

The manner of taking it, is” 
known only by the report of the 
Negroes, and ( if they ſpeak truth) 
is ſeveral wayes. 

Thoſe of Axime and Acherma find 
it in the ſands of their Rivers, in 
powder:& 'tis to be ſuppoſed would 
they dig at the fect of the Moun- 
tains where theſe Rivers ariſe, 't1s 
probable they would meet with 
grcater proportions, ſfceing by their 
own confeſſions, aftcr a luſty 
ſhower their plenty is increaft, ups 
on which ſcore they have this ſu« 
perftition amongſt them,that when 
they want Gold, they pray to their 
Fetiches to ſend them good ſtore of 
rain, and they are ſure tobe ſup- 
ply'd, as I hinted before. 

The Gold of Acara comes from 
the Mountain of Teffou,ſome thirty 
leagues diſtance, from the Town, 

M - which 
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which is three dayes journey up in 
the Countrey : . One of the -Cap- 
rains of the-Blacks had a great de- 
fire to have carried me. to the 
place, & would have leſt the Kings 
Brother and Son in hoſtage:: but 
the water failingas we were ready 
to go, ie could not proceed in our 
defign. He told us that the Mine 
belonged to the King, that there 
was no more to be done but to dig 
about the Mountain, and they 
would have gold enough ; that 
thoſe who found it were to have 
one Moyety, and the King the 0- 
ther, that he had an ingot of gold 
before his ga'e, which by the uni- 
verſal confeſſion of atl the Negroes, 
was bigger than the Fetiche of the 
-whole Countrey, and taken out of 
this Mountain. 

An Officer at Frederisbourg,who 
has becn feveral times at Fetu 
and canis, allured me, that thoſe 
rwo 
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two Kings had each of them before 
the gates of their Palaces, a golden 
Fetiche of a vaſt bigneſs, not ſo big 
indeed as that of the King of Fern, 
bur yet full as big as a Peck. 

The gold of Acanis and Fetn, is 
found in the carthby digging,fome- 
times more, and ſometimes leſs ; he 
which diſcovers a Mine has one 
half, & the King the other : it is ne- 
ver above twenty or one & twenty 
Carrets 5 it is melted down at net- 
ther place,but brought to us aboard 
as it is taken out of the ground. 

» The Daniſh General has an in- 
got of gold,taken out of the Moun- 


rain of Tafou, which weighs ſeven- 


teen Marks, and about the ſeventh 
part of an Ounce. It was a preſent 
ſent him by the = of Hoare; 
when his Army was beaten by the 
Seigneur of Acara,and he prote&= 
ed him in his Fort. | 
When the French and the Poy-” 

, M 2 '* fagairs 
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twgais frequented thele Ccafts, the 
Natives knew. not the value .of 
their gold, but fince other Nations 
havebeen admitted, ( an4the Hol- 
landers eſpecially) they have 
learn'd, by their carneft defire to 
have it, that 'tis of. more price,and 
do now hold it ſo dear, and ftand 
ſo high in their demands, 'tis al- 
moſt inſupportable. 

 Befjdes that,they have found out 
new ways of increaſing their guan- 
vties by adulterating ir,- and-ming- 
ling it with little pieces of Copper, 
which they call Q#4quara,or other- 
wiſe with Braſs: the chicf place 
ſor this Artifice is (cmmenao, 
where I may ſay boldly, there are 
the beſt cheats in the wor!d. 

Yet theſe practices are only a- 
weneft the lefler ſcrt of Merchants 
cf whom great care is to be taken, 
for thev are ſo ingenious in this 
kind,, th-re is not a chcat or for- 
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gery that can fall under the inven. 
tion of mankind, which they do not 
uſe for the circumvention of ftran- 
gers. 

They pretend very much to imi- 


tate the Europeans intheir working 


of their Gold, & to ſpeak truth they 
are ſo happy as to ſurpaſs all the 
workmen I ever ſaw; their files are 
much finer than ours, and will 
make their work. as fine as our Fi- 
ligranne | 

The King of Fets has a Caſqus, 
and a ſuit of Arms of beaten Gold, 
admirably well done. Amongſt 0+ 
ther things, they make great quan- 
titics of Bracelets of poliſh'd Gold, 
and of thoſe Fetiches which they 
wear upon their heads, as thin as 
paper : But above all things they 
tranſcend in their hatbands, which 
they make of threads as fine as 
any hair. Their Kings have their 
Veſſels in ' Cold ftill , their 
"3 M 3 work- 
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working Goldſmiths making eve- 
ry thing they fancy, and every 
thing that comes into thejr heads. 

The Wives and Daughters of 
their Kings, Merchants, and Nobi- 
lity of that Country, are fo well la- 
den with Rings, Bracelets, & Fetz- 
ches of Gold, eſpecially when they 
voto their Balls, that they have 
ſometimes in ſuch trifles, to the. 
weight of 20,0r 25 Marks of Gold, 
and the men to thirty or forty. 

It is.ſo incredibly plentiful” m 
thoſe parts, thata King upon an or- 
dinary Feſtival will diftribute two 
hundred Marks of Gold amongſt 
his Courtiers,and ſometimes more; 
for which reaſon, the Negroes de- 
light to have liberal Xing#, that 
their largeſſes may be more fre- 
quent, and the Gold ( not being 
lockt up in their private Coffers ) 
may expend and circulate through 
the whole Xingdome. 

Nor 
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Nor is the dearneſs of their pro- 
viſions, 'a ſmall argument of- the: 
freaty aforeſaid;a Fricafſee of Pul- 
ers bought of the Mores will coſt | 
two Crowns at leaft, a Pot of their 
Palm-wine, as it comes intirely: 
from the tree, a Crown, and isno - 
more than three of our Chopines at 
Paris. Tis true among themſelves 
things are. not altogether ſo dear, . 
ut. having taken up an opinion 


| that theW hites make treble advan- - 


tage . of - whatever they buy of 
them, they ſellevery thing they can 
. pores at that rate to them : their 
ſh.is ſomewhat cheaper indeed, & 
for ten. pence one. may have as + 
much as.will ſuffice ten men. 
- Notwithſtanding all the pains I 
did take, I could never inform m 
ſelf further concerning their Gold, 
or their manner of taking it out of - 
'the Mines : talk to a thouſand 
perſons of it, and they, will all 
| M4. tell + 
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tell you ſeveral tories,not that they 
are ignorant themſelves,” but their 
diffidence of the Whites isfo in- 
vincibly great, they will never be 
pcrſwaded to impart it to them. 


Of the return of our V-ſſel 
for:;Europe, 


e immenſe profits that are 

{Y made upon theſe Coaſts be- 
;3ng oby1ous to all people, it would 
be- ſuperflious to ſpeak .any more 
of them : by the univerſal conſent” 
of the whole world, it is agreed, 
that theſe Voyages are more cer- 
tain, and advantageous than any 
other, which appears by the -ex- 
traordinary attempts have been 
made by all Nations of Eyrepe, to 
make themſelves abſolute Mafters 
there, 'and evinceth the truth-of 
what t have ſaid; to any one that 
| imagines 
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imagines the contrary, ſo that it 
remainsnow, thatl ſpeak only one 
word of our return: : 

Having finiſh'd our trading. de- 
ſigns, we weigh'd Anchor from be- 
fore Frederisbourg, the twentieth of 
April, & ſail'd direaly for the Port 
of S:#nt Thomas;(which isan Iſland 
b-longing to the Portmgars,[cituated 
dire&ly under the Line ) to ſupply 
our ſelves with victuatls for ſo long 
a Voyage. : The firft two dayes we 
eer'd our 'conrſe : Eaft and by 
South, the two next Eaſt South< 
Eaft, and the two next full Eaft; 
after which, we diſcover'd the 
Iſland of Saint Thomas, and ca 
to 'an Anchor before the Caftle on 
the fixth of May, ſeven dayes after 
our departure from Prederisbourg, 
having made in 'all twenty fix 
teagues and upwards. | | 


-The 
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The Deſcription ofthe Iſle of St. Tho- 
mas which lies under the Line. 


'$ - the 8h. of May we made a 


vifit to the Governour of the 
Cattle, who reccived us with great 
civility, but would not be perſwa- 
ded to permit us to- go into the 
Town ; he gave Orders to his 
Lieutenant to treat us with all re- 
fpe&, which he was not able to 
rform -himſelf, by reaſon of an- 
indiſpoſition that was upon himat- 
that time.. 
_ Heisalittle man, well propor-. 
tion'd, about 4o or 50.years of age, 
his name is Acofta, a Gs quick 
man, but very civil. . T hat night a 
Captain of the Fort came aboard 
us, to whom we-gave an account of 
what proviſions we wanted.and the 
Governour order'd us to be ſup- 
' plyed the laſt day in Rogation 
Weck. Every . 
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Every day whilft we lay there at 
Anchor, our men went toa little. 
River which runs bard by into the. 
Sea, to provide our felves.with. 
ſreſh water, which is indeed the 
beſt in all rich, for we kept it a 
year aſterwards, and it was as , 
and as ſweet as at the firſt day. Du- 
ring all the time-we were there,not 
one. perſon of our Crew was per- 
mitted to go on ſhore, but my ſelf, _ 
who had that priviledge by irs 
& Frenchman. , 

I lay on ſhore three nights, but 
defiring the Governours leave 
that our Notary might do the 
fame for the benefit of his health, 
he told me for my ſelf all places 
were free, I might go whether, 
and buy what I pleaſed, but for 
the Notary he could not permit 
it , he being a Flemming; that 
if our whole Equipage had been 
French, they ſhould all have hag 
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the ſame liberty, but that the Por- 
fupais had too rational a jealouſic 
of the Dutch to allow them a fice- 
dome that had not been practis'd 
ſince the Iſland came into their 
hands; that the Town was then a 
rebuilding, and that there Rill re- 
mained the foot-ſteps of the miſ- 
chiefs and deſolations the Hollan- 
ders had made there , eſpecially 
' amongſt their Churches, which 
were very beautiful. | 
The Iſland of Saint Thomas is 
about- fixty leagues in circunt- 
ference, 'it has a Biſhoprick in it, 
and a Cathedral (which they were 
then in. repairing ) not inferiour. 
in bigneſs to Saint eMeredick 1n 
Paris, but much more beautifull, 
and neat, the Mufick-and Chapter 
were maintained at the Xing of 
Portugats charge : Befides that they 
had Negrees to their Prieſts, I- 
was much pleas'd to hear the _ 
: tie 
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tle Moriſh Boys, which ſerve there 


in the Quire, and fing without 
Notes or Books, as cxactly as, our 
Choriſters 'in France, which I 
obſerved in their Proceſſion, the 
firſt day. of their Koga7ions: all the 
Mores in that iſland are Chriſtians: 
the Town conſiſts of about five 
hundred houſes, the moſt .part of 
Wood, fince the Hollanders took 
it, and burn'd it. 

T he general opinion isxhat this 
INand is not hcajthful, but they 
have all things neccſſury for the 
lite of man, in that plenty and a- 
bundancz, that 'tis a Mizacle tome 
conſidering the heat of the Climar, 
and thc unwholeſomnels of tiie air. 
The Sugar which comes from 
hence, is cryed up.above all the 
Sugar.in the world. | 

"They have a fair C:tadel 
built upon the Sea-fide , on the 
Eaſt-fide of the Town ( with its 
ga:c 
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gate towards the North ) about the 


diſtance of Muſquet ſhot; the fi- 


ourc is ſquare, fortified with fonr 
og00d Baſtions, lined with Free- 
one, planted with fixty pieces of 
braſs Canon, carrying from eight 
to Eight and forty pound bullet. But 
ſo many Authors having writ of it 
at large,it would but importune the 
Reader toenlarge any farther. 
Upon Aſcention day we weigh'd 
Anchor, and ſet fail for Europe, ha- 
vingſaluted theCaſtle with 5Guns, 
and received their complement in 
three, ſteering South-weſt, though 
the wind ſtood South-Eaſt, and is 
ſo conſtantly upon thoſe Coaſts, 
the next day we diſcovered Ana- 
bou, another Iſland in the poſſeſſion 
of the Portrgais ; at which place 
we began to alter our courſe Welt- 
ward, as wedid many times aſter- 


wards, according to the diſcretion 


of our Pilots, 
We 
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We paſt on the back-fide of 
Scotland, coaſting upon the Iſles de 
Terro, which are under the Domi. 
nion of the King of Dexmark, and 
upon the Coaſts of Norway, where 
mecting with ſome Dutch Ships, 
we received the firtt news of the 
Treaty at Breda, which was the 
moſt remarkable thing in our pa{- 
ſage ; for our Pilots having been 
miſtaken, and run to the wind- 
ward, more than two hundred 
leagues too much, I can ſay but li:- 
tle of our return. 

In ſhort, on the 29th of AugnFft 
we found our ſelves at the mouth 
of the Texel, where for want of a 
fair wind our Ship was forc'd to 
ride at Anchor till the firſt of Sep- 
tember, at which time we entred, 
and on the fourth following came 
to an Anchor before Amſterdam, 
where all the Officers, ( except the 
Captain and the Secretary ) were 
ar- 
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arrived the lait of Aaguſt, by the 
convenience of a Shallop with 
Oares, which douſually come out 
to all ſuch Ships as arg. to go into 
the Texe/, tor that purpoſe. 

And thus was our Voyage con- 
cluded, having ſpent-in our jour- 
acy, our Ray, and return, about 
nine Months and a half, -without 
any diſaſter, or the loſs of any 
more than one man, who dyed as 
we were paſſing the Line, of a 
Diſfſentery he had got at the Iſland 
of Sant Thomas, by cating too 
great a quantiry of their Sugar,and 
{wect mcats ; all the reſtboth Of. 
ficers and Soulders were continual- 
ly in health, lively, brisk, and well 
diſpoſed, without the leaſt malady 
or ſickneſs in the world. For 


which, God be praiſed. 


F I'NIS. 
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